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U.S. District Court

U.S. District of Minnesota (DMN)

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 0:26-cv-00793-NEB-DLM

This does not constitute the o!cial record of the court. The information is provided "as is" and may be subject to errors or omissions.

Cortez Celis v. Noem et al

DATE FILED: Wed Jan 28 2026

STATUS: Closed

NATURE OF SUIT: 463 Habeas Corpus - Alien Detainee

ASSIGNED TO: Judge Nancy E. Brasel

CAUSE: 8:1105(a) Aliens: Habeas Corpus to Release INS Det

DATE TERMINATED: Fri Feb 20 2026

JURISDICTION: U.S. Government Defendant

JURY DEMAND: None

REFERRED TO: Magistrate Judge Douglas L. Micko
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Cristian Cortez Celis
Petitioner

Kristi Noem
Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Respondent

David Easterwood
Acting Director of Enforcement and Removal Operations, St. Paul Field Office, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Respondent

Todd M. Lyons
Acting Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Respondent

Pamela Bondi
U.S. Attorney General
Respondent

Warden
ERO El Paso Camp East Detention Facility, El Paso, Texas
Respondent

Executive O!ce for Immigration Review
Respondent
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1 Jan. 28, 2026 Request

First PETITION for Writ of Habeas Corpus ("ling fee $ 5, receipt
number AMNDC-12595089) "led by Cristian Cortez Celis. No
summons requested. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit(s) Exhibit 1, # 2 Civil
Cover Sheet Civil Cover Sheet) (Nguyen, Khanh) (Entered:
01/28/2026)

2 Jan. 28, 2026 Request
NOTICE OF ATTORNEY APPEARANCE for Cristian Cortez Celis.
(Nguyen, Khanh) (Entered: 01/28/2026)

3 Jan. 28, 2026 Request

(Text-Only) CLERK'S NOTICE OF INITIAL CASE ASSIGNMENT. Case
assigned to Judge Nancy E. Brasel per 3rd, 4th - Prisoner: Alien
Detainee Habeas list, referred to Magistrate Judge Douglas L. Micko.
Please use case number 26-cv-793 NEB-DLM.Notice: All
Nongovernmental Corporate Parties must "le a Rule 7.1 Corporate
Disclosure Statement. (MGV) (Entered: 01/28/2026)

4 Jan. 28, 2026 Request
Respondents' response to the petition is due 1/30/26. Petitioner's
reply is due 2/1/26. ORDER/NOTICE TO ATTORNEY. Signed by Judge
Nancy E. Brasel on 1/28/2026.(AEW) (Entered: 01/28/2026)

5 Jan. 30, 2026 Request
NOTICE of Appearance by Matthew Isihara on behalf of Pamela
Bondi, David Easterwood, Executive O!ce for Immigration Review,
Todd M. Lyons, Kristi Noem. (Isihara, Matthew) (Entered: 01/30/2026)

6 Jan. 30, 2026 Request
RESPONSE by Pamela Bondi, David Easterwood, Executive O!ce for
Immigration Review, Todd M. Lyons, Kristi Noem re 1 Petition for Writ
of Habeas Corpus, . (Isihara, Matthew) (Entered: 01/30/2026)

7 Jan. 31, 2026
View

Download

The Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus (ECF No. 1) is GRANTED. The
Court: a. DECLARES that Petitioner is not subject to mandatory
detention under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2), and is instead subject to
detention, if at all, pursuant to the discretionary authority of 8 U.S.C.
§ 1226; b. ORDERS that Respondents release Petitioner from custody
in Minnesota as soon as practicable with coordination or at least two
hours' advance notice to counsel, but not later than 24 hours after
entry of this Order; c. ORDERS that Respondents immediately
transfer Petitioner to Minnesota and release him in Minnesota with
all his personal e#ects, including all personal property seized during
his arrest such as, but not limited to, immigration paperwork; and d.
ORDERS that, within two days of release, the Respondents shall "le
notice on the docket con"rming that release within Minnesota has
occurred. ORDER/NOTICE TO ATTORNEY. Signed by Judge Nancy E.
Brasel on 1/31/2026.(AEW) (Entered: 01/31/2026)

8 Jan. 31, 2026 Request
JUDGMENT (Attachments: # 1 Civil Notice - appeal)(MMG) (Entered:
01/31/2026)

9 Feb. 04, 2026 Request
NOTICE by Cristian Cortez Celis re 7 Order/Notice to Attorney,,,
Notice of Violation of Order (Nguyen, Khanh) (Entered: 02/04/2026)

10 Feb. 04, 2026 Request

(Text-Only) ORDER. On January 31, 2026 the Court ordered
Petitioner's immediate release in Minnesota, with all Petitioner's
personal property, no later than 24 hours after entry of the Order.
The Court also ordered that, within two days of release,
Respondents "le notice on the docket con"rming Petitioner's release
within Minnesota. Respondents have not done so. The Court orders
that Respondents update the Court immediately. Ordered by Judge
Nancy E. Brasel on 2/4/2026. (KMW) (Entered: 02/04/2026)

11 Feb. 04, 2026 Request
NOTICE by Pamela Bondi, David Easterwood, Executive O!ce for
Immigration Review, Todd M. Lyons, Kristi Noem Status Update
(Isihara, Matthew) (Entered: 02/04/2026)

12 Feb. 04, 2026 Request
DECLARATION of Tauria Rich by Pamela Bondi, David Easterwood,
Executive O!ce for Immigration Review, Todd M. Lyons, Kristi Noem
. (Isihara, Matthew) (Entered: 02/04/2026)

13 Feb. 20, 2026 Request

(Text-Only) ORDER. On February 4, 2026, Respondents informed the
Court that Petitioner would be returned and released in Minnesota
the next day. (ECF No. 11 .) Respondents stated they would "keep the
court apprised of his release immediately." The Court has not
received con"rmation of Petitioner's release and hereby orders
Respondents to update the Court immediately. Ordered by Judge
Nancy E. Brasel on 2/20/2026. (KMW) (Entered: 02/20/2026)

14 Feb. 20, 2026 Request

STATUS REPORT by Pamela Bondi, David Easterwood, Executive
O!ce for Immigration Review, Todd M. Lyons, Kristi Noem.
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit(s) Agency Records)(Isihara, Matthew)
(Entered: 02/20/2026)
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Date Filed

Jan. 28, 2026

Administrative / Judicial
Dismissal

Length Of Case (Closed)

23 Days

Document ID

X1Q6OU8DVJO2

Docket Number

0:26-cv-00793

Court

United States District Court
for the District of Minnesota

Status

Closed

Nature Of Suit

Habeas Corpus - Alien
Detainee

What Does This Mean?

Resolution 
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