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U.S. District Court
District of New Jersey [LIVE] (Newark)

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 2:26-cv-00200-JKS

This does not constitute the official record of the court. The information is provided "as is" and may be subject to errors or omissions.

PONCE GARCIA v. BONDI et al

DATE FILED: Sat Jan 10 2026

STATUS: Closed

NATURE OF SUIT: 463 Habeas Corpus - Alien Detainee

ASSIGNED TO: Judge Jamel K. Semper

CAUSE: 28:2241 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus (federa

DATE TERMINATED: Fri Jan 30 2026

JURISDICTION: U.S. Government Defendant

JURY DEMAND: None
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HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA
Petitioner

PAMELA BONDI
U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL
Respondent

KRISTI NOEM
SECRETARY U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
Respondent

TODD LYONS
ACTING DIRECTOR OF IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE)
Respondent

JOHN TSOUKARIS
NEWARK FIELD OFFICE DIRECTOR (ICE); ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL OPERATIONS
Respondent

ERIC ROKOSKY
WARDEN, ELIZABETH CONTRACT DETENTION FACILITY
Respondent
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ENTRY FILED PDF DESCRIPTION

1 Jan. 10, 2026 Request
PETITION for Writ of Habeas Corpus, filed by HECTOR FRANCISCO
PONCE GARCIA. (NO IFP OR FILING FEE RECIEVED) (RECIEVED VIA
HELPDESK). (bsv, ) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

2 Jan. 10, 2026 Request
NOTICE OF MOTION by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA.
(Attachments: # 1 ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE)(bsv, ) (Entered:
01/12/2026)

3 Jan. 10, 2026 Request
MOTION for Temporary Restraining Order by HECTOR FRANCISCO
PONCE GARCIA. (bsv, ) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

4 Jan. 12, 2026 Request
Clerk's Letter: Attorney is not admitted to the Federal Bar of New
Jersey. Notice has been mailed to the attorney's address. (bsv, )
(Entered: 01/12/2026)

5 Jan. 12, 2026 Request

TEXT ORDER: : Petitioner alleges he is unlawfully detained under 8
U.S.C. § 1225. Under this Court's recent decisions in Rivera Zumba v.
Bondi, No. 25-14626 (KSH), 2025 WL 2753496 (D.N.J. Sept. 26, 2025)
(interpreting § 1225(b)(2)), Rivas Rodriguez v. Rokosky, No. 25-17419
(CPO), 2025 WL 3485628 (D.N.J. Dec. 3, 2025) (interpreting § 1225(b)
(1)), and other recent decisions in this District interpreting § 1225,
the Court holds that Petitioner is subject to detention under §
1226(a). It is ORDERED that, in accordance with 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), no
later than 5:00 p.m. on January 14, 2026, Respondents shall provide
Petitioner with an individualized bond hearing before an
immigration judge who shall assess whether he presents a flight risk
or a danger to the community. Within three (3) days of that bond
hearing, Respondents shall file a written notice of the outcome of
that hearing with this Court. If Respondents contend that Petitioner's
detention is distinguishable from the cases in this district previously
addressing §1225, they shall file an expedited answer by 12:00 p.m.
on January 15, 2026, and Petitioner shall file a reply by 5:00 p.m. on
January 16, 2026. Petitioner shall not be removed from the United
States during the pendency of these proceedings. So Ordered by
Judge Jamel K. Semper on 1/12/2026. (sms) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

6 Jan. 12, 2026 Request
NOTICE of Appearance by ROBERT ANDRE CINI on behalf of HECTOR
FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

7 Jan. 12, 2026
View

Download

ORDER granting 3 Motion for TRO. Respondents are enjoined from
removing Petitioner from the District of New Jersey during the
pendency of Petitioner's Petition for a Writ of Habeas Corpus, absent
further Order of this Court. Signed by Judge Jamel K. Semper on
1/12/2026. (dmr3) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

8 Jan. 12, 2026 Request
Exhibit to 1 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus JS_044_1 Civil Cover
Sheet by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA. (CINI, ROBERT)
(Entered: 01/12/2026)

9 Jan. 12, 2026 Request
NOTICE of Appearance by ROBERT ANDRE CINI on behalf of HECTOR
FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

10 Jan. 12, 2026 Request
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA re 2
MOTION, 1 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus (CINI, ROBERT) (Main
Document 10 replaced on 1/12/2026) (adc, ). (Entered: 01/12/2026)

Jan. 12, 2026

CLERK'S QUALITY CONTROL MESSAGE - ECF No. 10 filed by ROBERT
ANDRE CINI on 1/12/2026 was uploaded prior to being flattened.
Before uploading fillable forms to ECF you must flatten the file to
prevent other users from manipulating or editing the information.
The easiest way to flatten a PDF form is by selecting Print to PDF and
saving the flattened form, other PDF software may differ. Please visit
our website under Flattening PDF Forms for guidance. Your
document has been corrected. This message is for informational
purposes only. (adc, ) (Entered: 01/12/2026)

Jan. 12, 2026
Filing fee: $ 5.00, receipt number NEW53256 (dxg, ) (Entered:
01/14/2026)

11 Jan. 14, 2026 Request

AMENDED DOCUMENT by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA.
Amendment to 1 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus . (CINI,
ROBERT)NOTICE TO COUNSEL: Counsel is advised that pursuant to
Local Civil Rule 5.3(c)(2), a single, consolidated motion to seal shall
be filed within 14 days following the completed briefing of the
materials sought to be sealed, or within 14 days following the date
on which the last of such materials was filed under temporary seal if
the motion is resolved, unless otherwise directed by the Court.
Counsel are further advised that service of sealed documents must
be accomplished outside of ECF as provided by Federal R. Civ. Pro.
5(b)(2) only. (Entered: 01/14/2026)

12 Jan. 14, 2026 Request

Substitution of Attorney - Attorney FRANCES C. BA JADA terminated.
Attorney JOHN CROSBY for PAMELA BONDI,JOHN CROSBY for TODD
LYONS,JOHN CROSBY for KRISTI NOEM,JOHN CROSBY for ERIC
ROKOSKY,JOHN CROSBY for JOHN TSOUKARIS added.. (CROSBY,
JOHN) (Entered: 01/14/2026)

13 Jan. 14, 2026 Request
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA
(CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/14/2026)

14 Jan. 15, 2026 Request
Letter from US Attorney's Office Requesting 24 Hour Extension of
Answer Deadline with Consent. (CROSBY, JOHN) (Entered:
01/15/2026)

15 Jan. 15, 2026 Request
AMENDED DOCUMENT by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA.
Amended Habeas missing pages. (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered:
01/15/2026)

16 Jan. 16, 2026 Request

RESPONSE to Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus by PAMELA BONDI,
TODD LYONS, KRISTI NOEM, ERIC ROKOSKY, JOHN TSOUKARIS.
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1-Form I-213, # 2 Exhibit 2-Reinstated
Order)(CROSBY, JOHN) (Entered: 01/16/2026)

17 Jan. 16, 2026 Request
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA re
QC - Fillable PDF,, (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/16/2026)

18 Jan. 16, 2026 Request
Letter from Petitioner, Robert A. Cini. (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered:
01/16/2026)

19 Jan. 17, 2026 Request BRIEF Petitioner's Reply Brief (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/17/2026)

20 Jan. 20, 2026 Request
STATUS REPORT Regarding Location of Petitioner's Detention by
PAMELA BONDI, TODD LYONS, KRISTI NOEM, ERIC ROKOSKY, JOHN
TSOUKARIS. (CROSBY, JOHN) (Entered: 01/20/2026)

21 Jan. 23, 2026 Request
MOTION to Seal Exhibits to Amended Petition by HECTOR
FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA. (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered: 01/23/2026)

Jan. 26, 2026

Set Deadlines as to 21 MOTION to Seal Exhibits to Amended Petition.
Motion set for 2/17/2026 before Judge Jamel K. Semper. Unless
otherwise directed by the Court, this motion will be decided on the
papers and no appearances are required. Note that this is an
automatically generated message from the Clerk`s Office and does
not supersede any previous or subsequent orders from the Court.
(pm, ) (Entered: 01/26/2026)

22 Jan. 27, 2026 Request
First MOTION to Compel Respondents to Return Petitioner by
HECTOR FRANCISCO PONCE GARCIA. (CINI, ROBERT) (Entered:
01/27/2026)

Jan. 27, 2026

Set Deadlines as to 22 First MOTION to Compel Respondents to
Return Petitioner. Motion set for 3/2/2026 before Judge Jamel K.
Semper. Unless otherwise directed by the Court, this motion will be
decided on the papers and no appearances are required. Note that
this is an automatically generated message from the Clerk`s Office
and does not supersede any previous or subsequent orders from
the Court. (mj) (Entered: 01/27/2026)

23 Jan. 30, 2026 Request

STATUS REPORT Regarding Petitioner's Location and Opposition to
Motion to Compel by PAMELA BONDI, TODD LYONS, KRISTI NOEM,
ERIC ROKOSKY, JOHN TSOUKARIS. (CROSBY, JOHN) (Entered:
01/30/2026)

24 Jan. 30, 2026 Request

MEMORANDUM ORDER Granting the 1 Petition for a Writ of Habeas
Corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241; Respondents shall release Petitioner
Hector Francisco Ponce Garcia from immigration detention upon of
the entry of this Order; Respondents shall immediately facilitate
Petitioner's return to the District of New Jersey following his release;
for a period of fourteen (14) days following Petitioner's release,
Respondents shall not re-arrest or re-detain Petitioner on the same
factual and legal grounds addressed in this Order to ensure full
effectuation of the Court's habeas judgment and to prevent
immediate circumvention of the relief granted; directing the Clerk of
Court to CLOSE this case. Signed by Judge Jamel K. Semper on
1/30/2026. (sms2) (Entered: 01/30/2026)

25 Jan. 31, 2026 Request
STATUS REPORT Regarding Petitioner's Release and Facilitation of
Return by PAMELA BONDI, TODD LYONS, KRISTI NOEM, ERIC
ROKOSKY, JOHN TSOUKARIS. (CROSBY, JOHN) (Entered: 01/31/2026)
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