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U.S. District Court
District of New Jersey [LIVE] (Trenton)

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 3:25-cv-15403-MAS

This does not constitute the o!cial record of the court. The information is provided "as is" and may be subject to errors or omissions.

ONUWA v. ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ELIZABETH CONTRACT DETENTION FACILITY

DATE FILED: Wed Sep 10 2025

STATUS: Closed

NATURE OF SUIT: 463 Habeas Corpus - Alien Detainee

ASSIGNED TO: Judge Michael A. Shipp

CASE IN OTHER COURT: Massachusetts, 1:25-cv-12493

CAUSE: 8:1105(a) Aliens: Habeas Corpus to Release INS Det

DATE TERMINATED: Mon Dec 22 2025

JURISDICTION: U.S. Government Defendant

JURY DEMAND: None
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KINGSLEY CHINOSO ONUWA
Petitioner

PAMELA BONDI
U.S. Attorney General
TERMINATED: 11/19/2025
Respondent

KRISTI L. NOEM
TERMINATED: 11/19/2025
Respondent

TODD LYONS
U.S. Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
TERMINATED: 11/19/2025
Respondent

JOSEPH EDLOW
Director USCIS
TERMINATED: 11/19/2025
Respondent

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ELIZABETH CONTRACT DETENTION FACILITY
Respondent
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ENTRY FILED PDF DESCRIPTION

1 Sep. 09, 2025
View

Download

PETITION for Writ of Habeas Corpus (2241) Filing fee: $ 5, receipt
number AMADC-11225627 Fee status: Filing Fee paid., "led by
KINGSLEY CHINOSO ONUWA. (Attachments: # 1 JS45, # 2 Category
Form)(Macarius, Saher) (Attachments 1 & 2 replaced on 9/12/2025)
(dmr3). (Entered: 09/09/2025)

2 Sep. 09, 2025 Request

ELECTRONIC NOTICE of Case Assignment. Judge Allison D. Burroughs
assigned to case. If the trial Judge issues an Order of Reference of
any matter in this case to a Magistrate Judge, the matter will be
transmitted to Magistrate Judge Paul G. Levenson. (AB) (Entered:
09/09/2025)

3 Sep. 09, 2025 Request
General Order 19-02, dated June 1, 2019 regarding Public Access to
Immigration Cases Restricted by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
5.2(c). (MAC) (Entered: 09/09/2025)

4 Sep. 09, 2025 Request

Judge Allison D. Burroughs: ELECTRONIC ORDER entered. Because
Petitioner was not in the District of Massachusetts when he "led his
petition and, rather, was in the District of New Jersey, [ECF No. 1 ¶ 2
(stating that ¿Petitioner is in the custody of the Elizabeth Detention
facility,¿ which is in New Jersey], this Court lacks jurisdiction over
Petitioner¿s habeas petition, [ECF No. 1 ]. Rumsfeld v. Padilla, 542
U.S. 426, 443 (2004) (¿The plain language of the habeas statute thus
con"rms the general rule that for core habeas petitions challenging
present physical con"nement, jurisdiction lies in only one district:
the district of con"nement.¿). ¿When a district court lacks
jurisdiction, it may, in the interest of justice, order the case to be
transferred to another court that would have jurisdiction.¿ Tham v.
Adducci, 319 F. Supp. 3d 574, 577 (D. Mass. 2018); see also 28 U.S.C.
§ 1631 (allowing transfer for lack of jurisdiction). As such, in the
interest of justice, the Court TRANSFERS this case to the United
States District Court for the District of New Jersey. (CAM) (Entered:
09/09/2025)

5 Sep. 09, 2025 Request
Case transferred to to District of New Jersey;. Case "le sent
electronically to Clerk in that district. (CAM) (Entered: 09/09/2025)

6 Sep. 10, 2025 Request

Certi"ed Copy of Transfer Order and docket received, Case
transferred in from District of Massachusetts; Case Number 1:25-cv-
12493. Original "le certi"ed copy of transfer order and docket sheet
received. (Entered: 09/10/2025)

Sep. 11, 2025 Case Assigned to Judge Michael A. Shipp. (mfr) (Entered: 09/11/2025)

Sep. 12, 2025

CLERK'S QUALITY CONTROL MESSAGE - The [1-1] CIVIL COVER SHEET
and [1-2] CATEGORY FORM "led by SAHER MACARIUS on 9/9/2025
were uploaded prior to being #attened. Before uploading "llable
forms to ECF you must #atten the "le to prevent other users from
manipulating or editing the information. The easiest way to #atten a
PDF form is by selecting Print to PDF and saving the #attened form,
other PDF software may di$er. Please visit our website under
Flattening PDF Forms for guidance. Your document has been
corrected. This message is for informational purposes only. (dmr3)
(Entered: 09/12/2025)

7 Sep. 12, 2025 Request

Clerk's Letter: Attorney SAHER MACARIUS is not admitted to the
Federal Bar of New Jersey. Notice has been mailed to the attorney's
address at: Law O!ce of Saher J. Macarius, 21 Walsh St.,
Framingham, MA 01701. (dmr3) (Entered: 09/12/2025)

8 Nov. 12, 2025 Request
First MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice by KINGSLEY
CHINOSO ONUWA. (LEROY, LAWRENCE) (Entered: 11/12/2025)

Nov. 13, 2025

Set Deadlines as to 8 First MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice
. Motion set for 12/15/2025 before Judge Michael A. Shipp. Unless
otherwise directed by the Court, this motion will be decided on the
papers and no appearances are required. Note that this is an
automatically generated message from the Clerk`s O!ce and does
not supersede any previous or subsequent orders from the Court.
(dmr3) (Entered: 11/13/2025)

9 Nov. 19, 2025 Request

ORDER dismissing Respondents TODD LYONS, KRISTI L. NOEM,
PAMELA BONDI and JOSEPH EDLOW. The Clerk of Court shall amend
the caption to name the as the sole Respondent the
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ELIZABETH CONTRACT DETENTION
FACILITY. Within 21 days after the entry of this Order, Respondent
shall "le a full and complete answer to the Petition. Counsel's 8 First
MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice as to AUDREY BOTROS is
granted. Signed by Judge Michael A. Shipp on 11/18/2025. (dmr3)
(Entered: 11/19/2025)

Nov. 20, 2025
Pro Hac Vice fee RECEIVED FOR AUDREY BOTROS $250, receipt
number NEW53022 (bsv, ) (Entered: 11/20/2025)

10 Dec. 16, 2025 Request

Substitution of Attorney - Attorney FRANCES C. BA JADA terminated.
Attorney KEVIN JAMES MAGGIO for ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
ELIZABETH CONTRACT DETENTION FACILITY added.. (Attachments: #
1 Certi"cate of Service)(MAGGIO, KEVIN) (Entered: 12/16/2025)

11 Dec. 18, 2025 Request
RESPONSE re 1 Complaint,. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1 (Mar. 10,
2025 Form I-213), # 2 Certi"cate of Service)(MAGGIO, KEVIN)
(Entered: 12/18/2025)

12 Dec. 22, 2025 Request
MEMORANDUM OPINION. Signed by Judge Michael A. Shipp on
12/22/2025. (lag, ) (Entered: 12/23/2025)

13 Dec. 22, 2025 Request
ORDER granting Habeas Petition. Signed by Judge Michael A. Shipp
on 12/22/2025. (lag, ) (Entered: 12/23/2025)

14 Dec. 31, 2025 Request

Letter from Respondent re: Petitioner's Bond Hearing Before an
Immigration Judge. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1 (Dec. 30, 2025 Order
of the Immigration Judge), # 2 Certi"cate of Service)(MAGGIO, KEVIN)
(Entered: 12/31/2025)
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