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U.S. District Court
District of New Jersey [LIVE] (Newark)

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 2:25-cv-17823-CCC

This does not constitute the o!cial record of the court. The information is provided "as is" and may be subject to errors or omissions.

CHEN v. ALMODOVAR et al

DATE FILED: Fri Nov 21 2025

STATUS: Closed

NATURE OF SUIT: 463 Habeas Corpus - Alien Detainee

ASSIGNED TO: Judge Claire C. Cecchi

CASE IN OTHER COURT: New York Southern, 1:25-cv-09131

CAUSE: 28:2241 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus (federa

DATE TERMINATED: Fri Jan 30 2026

JURISDICTION: U.S. Government Defendant

JURY DEMAND: None
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CHEN CONGZHI
Petitioner

JUDITH ALMODOVAR
Field Office Director of Enforcement and Removal Operations, New York City Field Office
Respondent

KRISTI NOEM
Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Respondent

PAMELA BONDI
U.S. Attorney General
Respondent

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
Respondent
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ENTRY FILED PDF DESCRIPTION

1 Nov. 03, 2025 Request

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 2241.
(Filing Fee $ 5.00, Receipt Number ANYSDC-31939134)Document
"led by Congzhi Chen. (Attachments: # 1 Civil Cover Sheet Civil Cover
Sheet).(Wasserman, Jed) (Entered: 11/03/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025

***NOTICE TO ATTORNEY REGARDING PARTY MODIFICATION. Notice
to attorney Jed Sweetwater Wasserman. The party information for
the following party/parties has been modi"ed: Judith Almodovar,
Kristi Noem, Pam Bondi. The information for the party/parties has
been modi"ed for the following reason/reasons: party name
contained a typographical error; party text was omitted. (sj) (Entered:
11/04/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025

***NOTICE TO ATTORNEY REGARDING DEFICIENT CIVIL COVER
SHEET. Notice to attorney Jed Sweetwater Wasserman to RE-FILE
Document No. 1 Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus. The "ling is
de"cient for the following reason(s): the event wrong event type was
used to "le the civil cover sheet. Re-"le the document using the
event type Civil Cover Sheet found under the event list Other
Documents and attach the correct PDF. (sj) (Entered: 11/04/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025

***NOTICE TO ATTORNEY REGARDING CIVIL. CASE OPENING
STATISTICAL ERROR CORRECTION: Notice to attorney Jed Sweetwater
Wasserman. The following case opening statistical information was
erroneously selected/entered: Cause of Action code 28:1441. The
following correction(s) have been made to your case entry: the
Cause of Action code has been modi"ed to 28:2241. (sj) (Entered:
11/04/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025

CASE OPENING INITIAL ASSIGNMENT NOTICE: The above-entitled
action is assigned to Judge Katherine Polk Failla. Please download
and review the Individual Practices of the assigned District Judge,
located at https://nysd.uscourts.gov/judges/district-judges. Attorneys
are responsible for providing courtesy copies to judges where their
Individual Practices require such. Please download and review the
ECF Rules and Instructions, located at
https://nysd.uscourts.gov/rules/ecf-related-instructions..(sj) (Entered:
11/04/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025

Magistrate Judge Valerie Figueredo is designated to handle matters
that may be referred in this case. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 636(c)
and Fed. R. Civ. P. 73(b)(1) parties are noti"ed that they may consent
to proceed before a United States Magistrate Judge. Parties who
wish to consent may access the necessary form at the following link:
https://nysd.uscourts.gov/sites/default/"les/2018-06/AO-3.pdf. (sj)
(Entered: 11/04/2025)

Nov. 04, 2025 Case Designated ECF. (sj) (Entered: 11/04/2025)

2 Nov. 04, 2025 Request CIVIL COVER SHEET "led..(Wasserman, Jed) (Entered: 11/04/2025)

3 Nov. 04, 2025 Request

ORDER: On November 3, 2025, Petitioner Congzhi Chen "led a
petition for a writ of habeas corpus, seeking relief from immigration
detention. (Dkt. #1). The parties are hereby ORDERED to appear for a
telephonic conference regarding the petition on November 18, 2025,
at 11:30 a.m. The dial-in information is as follows: At the scheduled
time, the parties shall call (855) 244-8681 and enter access code
2315 780 7370. Please note, the conference will not be available
prior to the scheduled time. Petitioner shall not be removed from
the United States without an order by this Court allowing such
removal. See, e.g., M.K. v. Joyce, No. 25 Civ. 1935 (JMF), 2025 WL
750599, at *1 (S.D.N.Y. Mar. 10, 2025) ("To preserve the Court's
jurisdiction pending a ruling on the petition, Petitioner shall not be
removed unless and until the Court orders otherwise." (emphasis
omitted)); Garcia-Izquierdo v. Gartner, No. 04 Civ. 7377 (RCC), 2004
WL 2093515, at *2 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 17, 2004) ("Under the All Writs Act,
28 U.S.C. § 1651, the Court may order that a petitioner's deportation
be stayed when a stay is necessary to preserve the Court's
jurisdiction of the case."). SO ORDERED. Telephone Conference set
for 11/18/2025 at 11:30 AM before Judge Katherine Polk Failla.
(Signed by Judge Katherine Polk Failla on 11/4/2025) (rro) (Entered:
11/04/2025)

4 Nov. 13, 2025 Request
NOTICE OF APPEARANCE by Brandon Matthew Waterman on behalf
of Judith Almodovar, Pamela Bondi, Executive O!ce for Immigration
Review, Kristi Noem..(Waterman, Brandon) (Entered: 11/13/2025)

5 Nov. 14, 2025 Request

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE of Petition for Habeas Corpus served on
United States Attorneys O!ce for the Southern District, Aldomovar
et al. on 11/13/2025. Service was made by Mail. Document "led by
Congzhi Chen. (Attachments: # 1 Supplement Proof of Service).
(Wasserman, Jed) (Entered: 11/14/2025)

6 Nov. 18, 2025 Request
PROPOSED STIPULATION AND ORDER. Document "led by Judith
Almodovar, Pamela Bondi, Executive O!ce for Immigration Review,
Kristi Noem..(Waterman, Brandon) (Entered: 11/18/2025)

7 Nov. 18, 2025 Request

STIPULATION AND ORDER OF TRANSFER OF VENUE: IT IS HEREBY
STIPULATED AND AGREED, by and between the parties, that this
action shall be and hereby is transferred to the U.S. District Court for
the District of New Jersey, and that the seven-day waiting period in
Local Civil Rule 83.1 is waived. In light of the agreement to transfer,
the conference scheduled for November 18, 2025, is hereby
ADJOURNED sine die. SO ORDERED. (Signed by Judge Katherine Polk
Failla on 11/18/2025) (ar) Transmission to O!ce of the Clerk of Court
for processing. (Entered: 11/18/2025)

8 Nov. 21, 2025 Request

Certi"ed Copy of Transfer Order and docket received, Case
transferred in from District of New York Southern; Case Number
1:25-cv-09131. Original "le certi"ed copy of transfer order and
docket sheet received. (Entered: 11/21/2025)

Nov. 21, 2025 Case assigned to Judge Claire C. Cecchi. (tjg, ) (Entered: 11/21/2025)

9 Nov. 25, 2025 Request

ORDER that The Clerk is directed to serve a copy of the Petition and
this Order upon Respondents by regular mail. Within 14 days of this
Order, Respondents shall electronically "le a full and complete
answer to said Petition. Signed by Judge Claire C. Cecchi on
11/24/2025. (dmr3, N.M.) (Entered: 11/25/2025)

10 Nov. 25, 2025 Request
NOTICE of Appearance by STEPHANIE ELIZABETH GIBBS on behalf of
CHEN CONGZHI (GIBBS, STEPHANIE) (Entered: 11/25/2025)

11 Nov. 26, 2025 Request

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice by CHEN CONGZHI.
(Attachments: # 1 Statement by Pro Hac Vice counsel Jed
Wasserman, # 2 Text of Proposed Order)(GIBBS, STEPHANIE)
(Entered: 11/26/2025)

Dec. 01, 2025

Set Deadlines as to 11 MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice.
Motion set for 1/5/2026 before Judge Claire C. Cecchi. Unless
otherwise directed by the Court, this motion will be decided on the
papers and no appearances are required. Note that this is an
automatically generated message from the Clerk`s O!ce and does
not supersede any previous or subsequent orders from the Court.
(adc, ) (Entered: 12/01/2025)

12 Dec. 03, 2025 Request

Amended MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice by CHEN
CONGZHI. (Attachments: # 1 Statement by Pro Hac Vice Counsel Jes
Wasserman, # 2 Text of Proposed Order)(GIBBS, STEPHANIE)
(Entered: 12/03/2025)

Dec. 04, 2025

Set Deadlines as to 12 Amended MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro
Hac Vice . Motion set for 1/5/2026 before Judge Claire C. Cecchi.
Unless otherwise directed by the Court, this motion will be decided
on the papers and no appearances are required. Note that this is an
automatically generated message from the Clerk`s O!ce and does
not supersede any previous or subsequent orders from the Court.
(pm, ) (Entered: 12/04/2025)

13 Dec. 09, 2025 Request

Substitution of Attorney - Attorney FRANCES C. BA JADA terminated.
Attorney ALEX D. SILAGI for JUDITH ALMODOVAR,ALEX D. SILAGI for
PAMELA BONDI,ALEX D. SILAGI for EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
IMMIGRATION REVIEW,ALEX D. SILAGI for KRISTI NOEM added..
(SILAGI, ALEX) (Entered: 12/09/2025)

14 Dec. 09, 2025 Request
ANSWER to Complaint by JUDITH ALMODOVAR, PAMELA BONDI,
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW, KRISTI NOEM.(SILAGI,
ALEX) (Entered: 12/09/2025)

15 Dec. 15, 2025 Request
ORDER Granting 11 , and 12 Motion for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice
as to Jed S. Wasserman. Signed by Judge Claire C. Cecchi on
12/15/2025. (kes,N.M. ) (Entered: 12/16/2025)

16 Dec. 16, 2025 Request
BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF PETITION OF WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS AND
IN RESPONSE TO RESPONDENT'S ANSWER (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit
1, 2.)(GIBBS, STEPHANIE) (Entered: 12/16/2025)

Dec. 17, 2025
Pro Hac Vice fee for JED S. WASSERMAN $ 250, receipt number
NEW53147 (bsv, ) (Entered: 12/19/2025)

17 Dec. 19, 2025 Request
Notice of Request by Pro Hac Vice Jed S. Wasserman to receive
Notices of Electronic Filings. (GIBBS, STEPHANIE) (Entered:
12/19/2025)

Dec. 19, 2025

Pro Hac Vice counsel, JED S. WASSERMAN for CHEN CONGZHI, has
been added to receive Notices of Electronic Filing. Pursuant to
L.Civ.R. 101.1, only local counsel are entitled to sign and "le papers,
enter appearances and receive payments on judgments, decrees or
orders. (adc, ) (Entered: 12/19/2025)

18 Dec. 23, 2025 Request

TEXT ORDER - Currently pending before the Court is a petition for a
writ of habeas corpus, which the parties have fully briefed. ECF Nos.
1, 14, 16. Petitioner alleges he is unlawfully detained under 8 U.S.C. §
1225. See generally ECF No. 1. Under this Court's recent decisions in
Rivera Zumba v. Bondi, No. 25-14626 (KSH), 2025 WL 2753496 (D.N.J.
Sept. 26, 2025) (interpreting § 1225(b)(2)), Rivas Rodriguez v. Rokosky,
No. 25-17419 (CPO), 2025 WL 3485628 (D.N.J. Dec. 3, 2025)
(interpreting § 1225(b)(1)), and other recent decisions in this District
interpreting § 1225, the Court holds that Petitioner is subject to
detention under § 1226(a). It is therefore ORDERED that, in
accordance with 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), within seven (7) days of the date
of entry of this Text Order, Respondents shall provide Petitioner with
an individualized bond hearing before an immigration judge who
shall assess whether he presents a #ight risk or a danger to the
community in accordance with 8 CFR 236.1(c)(8) and (d)(1). Within
three (3) days of that bond hearing, Respondents shall "le a written
notice of the outcome of that hearing with this Court. So Ordered by
Judge Claire C. Cecchi on 12/23/2025. (jl, ) (Entered: 12/23/2025)

19 Dec. 30, 2025 Request
STATUS REPORT Regarding Bond Hearing by JUDITH ALMODOVAR,
PAMELA BONDI, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW,
KRISTI NOEM. (SILAGI, ALEX) (Entered: 12/30/2025)

21 Dec. 31, 2025 Request
9 Mail Returned as Undeliverable. Mail sent to CHEN CONGZHI. (mlh)
(Entered: 01/05/2026)

20 Jan. 02, 2026 Request
STATUS REPORT con"rming bond hearing by JUDITH ALMODOVAR,
PAMELA BONDI, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW,
KRISTI NOEM. (SILAGI, ALEX) (Entered: 01/02/2026)

22 Jan. 30, 2026 Request

TEXT ORDER - In light of Respondents' status update stating that
Petitioner was released on bond (ECF No. 20), the Clerk of the Court
shall mark this case as CLOSED. So Ordered by Judge Claire C. Cecchi
on 1/30/2026. (jl, ) (Entered: 01/30/2026)

Jan. 30, 2026 ***Civil Case Terminated. (ld) (Entered: 01/30/2026)
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