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VOA Mission 

Voice of America (VOA) is the largest U.S. international broadcaster, providing news and 
information in nearly 50 languages to an estimated weekly audience of more than 354 
million people. VOA produces content for digital, television, and radio platforms. It is easily 
accessed via your mobile phone and on social media. It is also distributed by satellite, 
cable, FM and MW, and is carried on a network of more than 3,500 affiliate stations. 

Since its creation in 1942, Voice of America has been committed to providing 
comprehensive coverage of the news and telling audiences the truth. Through World War II, 
the Cold War, the fight against global terrorism, and the struggle for freedom around the 
globe today, VOA exemplifies the principles of a free press. 

VOA is part of the U.S. Agency for Global Media (USAGM), the government agency that 
oversees all non-military, U.S. international broadcasting. It is funded by the U.S. Congress. 

VOA Firewall 

An essential guarantee of the journalistic credibility of Voice of America content is the 
“firewall” enshrined in the 1994 U.S. International Broadcasting Act. The firewall prohibits 
interference by any U.S. government official in the objective, independent reporting of 
news, thereby safeguarding the ability of our journalists to develop content that reflects the 
highest professional standards of journalism, free of political interference. USAGM reforms 
contained in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017 
maintained the longstanding statutory firewall language protecting the professional 
independence of VOA and all other USAGM journalists. The firewall ensures that VOA can 
make the final decisions on what stories to cover, and how they are covered. 

•  

https://docs.voanews.eu/en-US-INSIDE/2024/02/28/01000000-c0a8-0242-1fd9-08dc38855655.pdf
https://www.insidevoa.com/a/3700147.html


 

 

 

Who We Are, What We Do 

 

VOA Charter 

The Charter was signed into law by President Gerald R. Ford on July 12, 1976. The Charter 
protects the editorial independence and integrity of VOA programming. 

The long-range interests of the United States are served by communicating directly with the 
peoples of the world by radio. To be effective, the Voice of America must win the attention 
and respect of listeners. These principles will therefore govern Voice of America (VOA) 
broadcasts: 

1. VOA will serve as a consistently reliable and authoritative source of news. VOA news will 
be accurate, objective, and comprehensive. 

2. VOA will represent America, not any single segment of American society, and will 
therefore present a balanced and comprehensive projection of significant American 
thought and institutions. 

3. VOA will present the policies of the United States clearly and effectively, and will also 
present responsible discussions and opinion on these policies. 
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