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THE CLERK: This is the People of the State of
New York against Donald J. Trunp, indictnent nunber 71543
of 2023. Appearances starting with the People, please.

MR, STEI NGLASS: For the People, ADAs Joshua
St ei ngl ass, Matthew Col angel o, Susan Hoffinger, Christopher
Conroy, Rebecca Mangold and Katherine Ellis.

THE COURT: Good norning.

MR. BLANCHE: Good norning, Your Honor. On
behal f of President Trunp, | amjoined at counsel table by
Enm | Bove, Susan Necheles and Gedalia Stern, and President
Trunp is here. Good norning.

THE COURT: Good norning, counsel. Good norning,
M. Trunp.

First | would like to apol ogize for getting
started late. W have been waiting on sone jurors. You
may have heard that between the jurors that we had in the
box and those that we had in the audi ence we had about 32
jurors left.

There are three jurors that we are still waiting
on, two of themwere in the box. So seat nunber two, we
are still waiting on and seat nunber eight we are stil
wai ting on.

Seat nunber ten is here, but since |ast night she
has expressed that she doesn't feel well. She feels sick

She is experiencing flu like synptons, but she checked for
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CoviD. It's not COVID.

She is outside and separated from everybody el se.
She was wearing a nask. She was asked if she could serve
day. She said, no.

Is there any objection to excusing her?

MR. STEI NGLASS: No.

MR. BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: Let's excuse juror nunber ten who is
outside. She can go hone. So that |eaves the question of
seat two and seat eight. W can wait a couple nore mnutes
or we can just refill those seats and conti nue.

MR, STEINGASS: | would give it a few mnutes.

MR. BLANCHE: May | just have two seconds, Your
Honor ?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Def ense counsel confer.)

MR. BLANCHE: Your Honor, our concern is that
this is the second day and they are already over 15 m nutes
late. We think they should be excused, those two jurors,
and we shoul d proceed.

THE COURT: Let's give it another few m nutes.

MR. BLANCHE: Sure.

(OFf the record.)
THE COURT: Al right. | asked the sergeant to

get the jurors ready to cone in.
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W are told that two of the three jurors m ssing
are here. W are trying to confirmwhether they are two
and ei ght or sonebody fromthe audi ence.

(OFf the record.)

THE COURT: Apparently, we don't have the two
jurors that we were hoping for, so, the jurors are lining
up. They will be brought inin a mnute.

MR. BLANCHE: W are noving on without those two?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BLANCHE: Assuming that they don't walk in.

THE COURT: Yes. |If they walk in late, | don't
intend to excuse them | will have themstay in the
audi ence and have themjoin the second round, unless there
is any objection to that.

MR. BLANCHE: Under st ood.

LI EUTENANT: Panel entering.

(Wher eupon the prospective jurors entered
the courtroom and were properly seated.)

THE COURT: Good norning jurors. Wl cone back.

Jurors, | would like to apologize for the late
start. | will assure you npst of us were here and ready to
go for quite sonme tine ago; unfortunately, sone of your
col | eagues on the jury were | ate.

So this is a good tine for ne to remnd you to

pl ease be here on tinme. The |ateness of even one juror
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will affect everyone in the courtroom okay.

| see that one of the seats that we thought we
did not have has been filled. So we have to refill seat
nunber eight, please, and seat nunber ten.

THE CLERK: Refilling seat number eight, B354.

Refilling seat nunber ten, B402. B402.

THE COURT: Ckay. W are ready to start. W
will begin with seat nunber eight.

Good norning. We can start. Just answer the

guesti ons.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: One A, | live in NoMad. |
have lived there a little over four years. | amnot a
nati ve New Yorker. | amfrom Dall as, Texas.

| ama partner in an Italian finance consulting
firm | have been doing that 15 years. M current

enpl oyer is Riveron

My firmis over 700 people. | am not
sel f-enpl oyed. Prior to Riveron | was at an oil and gas
conpany cal | ed Magnum Hunt er Resources.

| amnot married, | have never been nmarri ed.
do not have any children

| amnot living with anyone else. And in ny
spare tinme | play golf, watch sports, hang out with friends
and travel.

| amon the board of Young Catholic Professionals
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and | also participate in Make-a-W sh Foundation

| have never served as a juror before.

From a newsstand point, the New York Tines,
Googl e, X, TikTok, Wall Street Journal, New York Post, Fox
News, Yahoo.

| don't -- | listen to podcasts every once in a
whi | e.

THE COURT: | amsorry. Just one second.

Counsel, pl ease approach.

(Di scussion is held at side-bar, on the

record.)

THE COURT: So, juror nunber eight just arrived.
I was thinking we can nmake this juror who is answering now,
we can nmake hi mseat nunber ten and put nunber eight back
in seat nunber eight and ask ten to go back in the audience
if that's acceptable.

MR, STEI NGLASS: Now they have to live with that.
So, we should do what you said earlier, add themto the
second round.

THE COURT: W can do that. |It's just that they
al ready have gone through it.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Whatever you think, Judge.

MR. BLANCHE: We have no objection

What ever you think, Judge.

(Di scussion at side-bar concluded, and the
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following occurred in open court.)
THE COURT: | apol ogize for interrupting you.

Apparently, the juror who sits in seat nunber eight is

here. | would like to you conti nue.
W will seat you as seat nunber ten. The juror
in seat nunber ten, we will ask you to step down and go

back to the audience.
Ckay. Let's continue, sir. So, we are all on
t he sane page, can you read your nunber to ne again,
pl ease.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  B354.
THE COURT: B354 is now in seat number ten.
B285 remmi ns at nunber eight.
Pl ease conti nue.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Nunber ten, New York tines.

Googl e, X, TikTok, Wall Street Journal, New York Post, Fox

News, Yahoo.

| don't listen to any podcasts.

If | get bored every once in anwhile | will listen
to Bartel Sports. | don't listen to talk radio.

Not a victimof a crinme.

No, never been enpl oyed by a | aw enforcenent
agency.

| do have a fraternity brother that is sitting on

the State House of Representatives as a Republican
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| ama partner in the accounting and fi nancing
firm And all of ny friends and close friends are mainly
finance and prof essional s.

No experience in |law. However, | had a | ot of
friends in the legal field both civil and crininal

Ei ght een no.

Ni net een, yes.

Twenty, no.

THE COURT: Wth regard to nineteen, was that you
or a friend?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | had a DW.

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Twenty-one A, yes.

Twenty-one B

THE COURT: You said, yes, to twenty-one A

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yes.

THE COURT: Can you tell us alittle bit nore
about that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Yeah, being in this current
time in the world a ot of people tend to intellectually
sl ant Republican. So that even though | feel that | can be
inmpartial, there could be some unconsci ous bias surrounding
t hat .

THE COURT: At this nonent as you sit here today,

do you think that you can be inpartial?
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR: For this twenty-one A, yes.

THE COURT: Are there any other questions here
that you believe that you would not be able to be fair and
impartial for?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | think growing up in the
State of Texas graduating froma certain university, Texas
A&M Uni versity, and having ny friends be from Texas,
believe | have sone unconsci ous bias that could be wei ghed
to not being inpartial

THE COURT: Ckay. So, as you sit here today, you
have concerns about being able to set that aside and be
fair and inpartial if you fromwere selected as a juror?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | don't know.

THE COURT: As you can inmgine, it's very
inmportant to the attorney that they know who they are
getting on their jury. So we need an unequi vocal assurance
fromyou that you can be fair and inpartial and if you
can't give us that unequivocal assurance, we need to know
Now.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  You know, growing up with a
bunch of fanmily and friends who are Republican, it's
probably going to be tough for ne to be inparti al

THE COURT: Ckay, please approach

(Di scussion is held at side-bar, on the

record.)
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THE COURT: So before we get to that, | just want
to note for the record that we had one bench conference
yesterday that your client did not appear for, that was a
m sunder standi ng. You wai ved his appearance and this is
the second one today. He has not appeared for this either

MR, BLANCHE: Wi ved.

MR STEINGLASS: | hate to be a stickler here.
The Antonmarchi, he has to waive on the record hinself. The
defendant's attorney can't waive for him

MR. STERN: | think that's actually not correct.
By chance | was reading other cases last night. That's
incorrect. A lawer can do it for his client.

THE COURT: | want it on the record fromthe
def endant, because nothing that we discussed invol ved --
everything that we discussed, | believe, nothing invol ved
guestions of |aw.

| feel confortable and we can continue for the
time being, you are representing to ne right now that your
client is waiving?

MR. BLANCHE: | represent that he has waived and
| am happy to have hi mwaive on the record

THE COURT: And he will need to sign an
Ant omar chi docunent on the record

Before we end this conference, can we print that

paper ?
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Wiile that's being printed, it seens to ne this

juror will be excused for cause.
MR. STEI NGLASS: Yes, of course.
MR. BLANCHE: Yes.
THE COURT: Ckay.
(Di scussion is held at side-bar,

record.)

on the

THE COURT: Sir, we appreciate your candor. W

are going to have to excuse you at this tine.
Let's refill seat nunber ten.

THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunber ten,

B158.

THE COURT: Good norning, sir. You can start

whenever you are ready.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: (Ckay. Question nunber one, |

live on Riverside Drive, uptown. | have been there for 14

years and | ama native New Yorker

Nunmber 2, | review disability benefit

admi ni strative | aw decisions for the Social Security

Adm ni stration as an assistant regional counsel
been doing that for 12 years.

My enployer is the Social Security
Adm nistration. |It's |arge.

| amnot self-enployed and this is --
job, | guess, would be a | ocksmth.

| have a JD

| have

ny | ast
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gar deni ng.

occasi onal

prevent you frombeing fair and inpartia

| ammarried. No children

My wife is a graphic designer

Ei ght, no.

Ni ne, no.

Ten, nostly | ocal
ly.

El even, no.

Twel ve, no.

Thi rteen, no.
Fourt een, no.
Fifteen, yes, ne.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No.

Si Xt een, no.
Sevent een, yes.
Ei ght een, no.
N net een, no.
Twenty, no.
Twent y- one, no.

Twent y-two, no.

Twenty-t hree, no.

Twenty-four, no.

Twenty-five, no.

Page 12

I i ke hiking and

news, New York One, the Tines

Woul d anyt hi ng about that

in this case?
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nor ni ng.

yest er day,

Twent y-

Twent y-

Twenty

Twent y-

Twent y-

no.

Thirty,

Thirty-
Thirty-
Thirty-

Thirty

Thirty-
Thirty-
Thirty-
Thirty-

Thirty

Forty,

Si X, yes.

seven, Yyes.

ei ght, no.

ni ne, no.

nine C, no.

no.
one, no.
two, no.

t hree, yes.

f our, no.
five, no.
si X, no.
seven, no.
ei ght, yes.
ni ne, yes.
yes.

Forty-one, yes.

Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Ve will

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Good norni ng

| don'

continue with seat nunber

t he question you asked yest erday.

t think

Thank you.

was t hi nki ng

can be inpartial

Page 13

F, no.

CGood

answer

and unbi ased.
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THE COURT: You don't think you could be fair and

impartial in this case?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. STEI NGLASS: No, Judge.

MR. BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: We will excuse you. Let's refill
seat nunber 11, please.

THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunmber 11, B 311.

Good norning. You can answer as soon as you are
r eady.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Your Honor, before | begin, |
did want to nention, | have a wedding to attend on June --
Friday, June 6th. M best nan is getting married. |
realize that may be --

THE COURT: Were is the weddi ng happeni ng?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  On Fri day.

THE COURT: Do you know what tinme the wedding is?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: It would be -- it's in the
afternoon, probably a full day obligation.

THE COURT: Now, you said Friday, June 6th?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: It is the Friday. Maybe it's
the 7th.

THE COURT: That would be June 7th.

When are you coni ng back?
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | woul d be back after that,
t hat Monday.

THE COURT: You will be able to be here that
Monday ?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yes.

THE COURT: Any objections to having him
conti nue?

You can go ahead and answer the questions.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Upper east side, seven years,
native New Yorker.

To an investnent banking, seven years. Current
enpl oyee is KPMa  Probably at | east 10,000 enpl oyees.

Not sel f-enployed. Prior enployer was PWC

Bachel or' s degree.

Not married. Never been married. No children

| live with ny fiance. She works at a nonprofit.

In nmy spare time | go to the park, run, hang out
with friends.

| have not served on a jury before.

CNN, MSNBC, Googl e, Facebook, X, TikTok, Wl
Street Journal, New York Post. | think that's it.

Podcasts, yeah, sport podcasts, Part of My Take,
maybe a couple others in the sports realm

No tal k radio.

Thi rteen, no.
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Fi ft een, no.

Fi ft een, no.

Si xteen, yes, | am
Sevent een, yeah, | have sone friends in the |ega
field. At least one | can think of that is in civil |aw

Ei ghteen A, no. No, to eighteen

Ni net een, no. Twenty, no.

Twenty-one A, no. B, no.

Twent y-two, no.

Twenty-t hree, no.

Twenty-four, mght have sone concerns around ny
work schedule with the comitnent here.

THE COURT: |If you were to be selected as a
juror, you would be neeting four days a week. There mi ght
be an occasional holiday, or sonething like that, or an
occasi onal day when we would break early, but you would be
required to be here, obviously.

If you were selected as a juror, would you be
able to give this natter the attention that it deserves?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | think so. Honestly, |
think it would put a strain on ny personal life. | would
probably be | eaving here and working to get by, you know,
ki nd of I have concerns about that.

THE COURT: Would you be able to set aside those

concerns for six weeks if you were selected as a juror or
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do you think that would interfere with your ability to
focus, concentrate and do what is expected of you here?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | think it mght affect ny
ability to concentrate.

THE COURT: Ckay. W are going to excuse you.

Refill seat nunber 11, pl ease.

THE CLERK: Refilling seat 11, BO042.

THE COURT: Al right. Before seat nunber 11

starts, juror nunber one, did you have sonething you want

to say.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yes. | checked in on ny
vacation | had planned. It's an international flight and I
amnot able to change it. It would go into the weekdays.

THE COURT: Wich day would you m ss?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: The Friday before Menori al
Day and the Tuesday after.

THE COURT: Any objections to refilling seat
nunber one?

Whul d you like to approach?

MR. STEI NGLASS: Sure.

(Di scussion is held at side-bar, on the

record.)

MR, STEINGLASS: Are those the days, one of the
days that you asked for off?

MR, BLANCHE: No.
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MR, STEINGLASS: | amjust asking is the thinking

that it is two days instead of one?

THE COURT: Yes. The other one is in June
was further advanced. This one, you know.

MR. BLANCHE: And it's two days.

THE COURT: It's two days.

, SO it

MS. NECHELES: And Passover, that's two days.

(Di scussion at side-bar concluded, and the

following occurred in open court.)

THE COURT: W are going to excuse you.

Let's refill seat nunber one. So we will
continue with seat nunber 11.

Good norni ng agai n.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | live on the upper west

side. | have lived there for twenty-eight years. |

nati ve New Yorker.

am a

I work for a senior living conpany. | have been

doi ng that for about sixteen, seventeen years.

Atria Senior Living, that's the nane of the

conpany for nunber three. | would say naybe about over a

hundr ed.

Sone, | finished high school. | have sone
col | ege background.

Not married. Never been married.

| have three children, the adult children

One
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is a postal worker. One is an account manager and the
other one is a supervisor at a hospital.

In nmy spare time | spend it with ny
granddaughters. | have two grand daughters.

No, nunber eight, no.

Ni ne, yes. CGivil.

THE COURT: Civil and without telling us the

verdict, did you reach a verdict?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Yes. Daily News, nunber ten,

Ti kTok.
No podcasts. No talk radio, no.
Thi rteen, no.
Fourteen, no.
Fifteen, yes.
Si xt een, yes.
Sevent een, no.
Ei ghteen, no, A B or C
N net een, no.
Twenty, no.
Twent y- one, no.
No. No for twenty-two.
Twenty-t hree, no.
Twenty-four, no, but | have a prior court date.
THE COURT: When is that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  It's April 30th
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you can stay with us for

no.

THE COURT:

Do you know what tine that

PROSPECTI VE JUROR

That's a Tuesday.

i s?

That

THE COURT: \Were is that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR

THE COURT: |

now.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR

Twent y- si X,

Twent y- seven,

yes.

yes.

Twenty ei ght, no.

Twenty-ni ne A, no.

Twenty nine B, no.

G no. H no
Thirty, no.
Thirty-one, no.
Thirty-two, no.
Thirty-three, yes.
Thirty four, no.
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-eight, yes.
Thirty nine, yes.

Forty,

yes.

is at 9:30.

Across the street.

Twenty-five,

no.

C, no. D, no.

no.

Page 20

think we can work around that. So
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Yes, for 40.

Forty-one, yes.
Forty-two, no.
No, for forty-two.

(Continued on the foll ow ng page.)
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THE COURT: Good norni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  B-49 is ny nunber.

| just wanted to say, after having nore tinme to
think about it and al so | ooking at the questions, | don't
think I could be as inpartial and unbiased as | thought |
would be. So, | would like to be excused.

THE COURT: So, you believe at this tine that you
woul d be unable to be fair and inpartial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Not without having nore
i nf or mati on.

THE COURT: Any objections?

MR, STEI NGLASS: No, Judge.

MR BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: You're excused.

(At this tinme, Prospective Juror B-49 was

excused)
THE COURT: Let's refill seat nunber 12.
THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunber 12, B-381.
THE COURT: CGood norni ng.
You can start whenever you're ready.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  1(A), Chel sea.
1(B), five years.
C, | amnot a native New Yorker. | grewup in
O egon.

|'man attorney for 2(A).



Jonah Bromwich

Jonah Bromwich
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2(B), five years.
THE COURT: What kind of |aw do you practice?
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Cor por at e.
2(C), inapplicable. 1 amnot retired.
3(A), Q@underson Dettnmer.
3(B), | think about 200 | awyers.
3(0, no.
D, Cravath & More.

Four, J.D.
5(A), no.
5(B), no.
5(0, no.

6(A), inapplicable.
6(B), inapplicable.
7(A), | like to hike and run.

B, sane as A

8(A), no.
8(B), no.
9(A), no.

9(B), inapplicable.

Ten, New York Tines, Wall Street Journal, Coogle,
and that's it.

El even, no.

Twel ve, no.

Thi rt een, no.
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Fourt een, no.

Fi fteen, no.

Si xt een, yes, friends.

Sevent een, yes, nyself and friends.

18(A),

no.

B, i napplicable.

C, no.

N net een, no.

Twenty,
21(A),
21(B),

Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-

Twent y-

20(A),

98]

, NO.

(@)

no.

O

no.

no.

m

n

no.

10)

no.

no.
no.

no.

t wo, no.

t hree, no.
four, yes.
five, no.
Si X, yes.

seven, yes.
ei ght, no.

no.
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two years.
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H no.

Thirty, no.

Thirty-one, no.
Thirty-two, no.
Thirty-three, yes.
Thirty-four, no.
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-eight, yes.
Thirty-nine, yes.
Forty, yes.

Forty-one, yes.
Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Thank you.
Good nor ni ng.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Hi .
| live in the East Vill age.

B, about four years.

C, not native. | am from Phil adel phi a.
2(A), | ama technical program manager. | work
in cybersecurity. |'ve been doing that for about

|'"'mnot retired.

My current enployer is Abnormal Security.
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W have 600-ish people at the nonent.

Not sel f - enpl oyed.

| used to do lighting design for film

| have a Bachel or's Degree.

Not marri ed.

Never been marri ed.

No children

Don't live with anyone el se.

In nmy spare time, | like to clinb and swm

No organi zati ons or advocacy groups.

| have never served on a jury.

Ten, Google and | read WRED, which is tech news.

El even, NerdWallet, Mrning Brew, and a coupl e of
cli nmbi ng podcasts.

For talk radio, | listen to Philly sports-talk
radi o and, occasionally, N P.R

Thi rteen, no.

Fourteen, not a | aw enforcenent agency, but | do

work in cybersecurity, so, kind of.

Fifteen, ny father works for the
Depart ment of Defense.

Si xteen, yes, ny stepnother is an accountant and
a very close famly friend is an accountant.

Seventeen, | dated a |awer for a while. Ended

fine. Sorry, |awers.




14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

18(A), no, except, again, | work in
cybersecurity. So, | kind of consider nyself
enforcenment a bit.

B and C, no.

Ni net een, no.

Twenty, no.

21(A), no.

B, no.

Twent y-t wo,
Twenty-t hree,
Twent y-four,

THE COURT:

under st and t hat.

no.

no.

It can be a challenge. |

It woul dn't happen very often.

gi ve you as much notice as possible.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Ckay.

Twenty-five,
Twent y- si X,
Twent y-seven

Twent y- ei ght,

29(A),
B, no.
C, no.
D, no.
E, no.
F, no.

no.
yes.
yes.
no.

no.

Page 27

| aw

with sone difficulty, yes.

certainly

We woul d
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G vyes, previously.

H, yes, previously.

Thirty, no.

Thirty-one, | believe the |aw applies to
everyone, SO, Yyes.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three, yes.

Thirty-four, again, | believe the |law applies to
everyone.

Thirty-five, no.

Thirty-six, no.

Thirty-seven, yes.

Thirty-eight, yes.

Thi rty-nine, yes.

Forty, vyes.

Forty-one, yes.

Forty-two, it is very difficult for me to take
even a few days off of work due to the nature of ny job and
the industry in which I work. | would worry quite a bit
about that. [It's not sonething where | could get on at
4:30 or afterwards and kind of do ny individual work
because ny work is all involved with other people. | feel
a sense of duty with ny job. | would worry about how
t hi nki ng about that would affect how present | was for

t hese proceedi ngs.
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THE COURT: Any objections?

VR STElI NGLASS: No.
VR, BLANCHE: No.
THE COURT: You're excused.

(At this tinme, Prospective Juror B-377 was

THE COURT: Let's refill seat 13, please.
THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunber 13, B-292.

THE COURT: Jurors, while we wait for seat 13, |

encourage you, if you have an answer |ike that for one of

t he questions, please don't wait until you get to the end

of the questionnaire. Just let us know up front so that we

can resolve it quickly.

in 2017.

12 years.

Good nor ni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Good nor ni ng.
' m B-292.

Nunmber 1, | live in Hell's Kitchen.
|'ve been there for 12 years.

| amoriginally fromMexico. | becane a citizen

| work in asset nanagenent. |'ve been there for

| amnot retired.

Nunmber 3, ny current enployer is Lazard.

It's about 3,500 people globally.
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| am not sel f-enpl oyed.

My prior enployer was a market manager call ed

Fi xati on Marketi ng.

My educational background is | have a B. A

' mnot marri ed.

' ve never been nmarried.

| don't have children.

| don't live with anybody el se except ny dog.

Nunmber 6, | like to travel; | like to spend tine

with my dog, famly, and friends; scuba diving; skiing.

Nunmber 8, no.
Nunmber 9, no, first time serving in jury duty.

Nunmber 10, New York Tines, a little bit of

Huf fi ngt on Post, MSNBC, Googl e, Facebook, X, Tik Tok.

That's it.

Nunber 11, | do listen to a few podcasts. |

don't renenber the nanes, but they're LGBT-rel ated.

| don't listen to talk radio, but, every once in

a while, I listento N.P.R

Number 13, no.

Nurmber 14, no.

Number 15, no.

Nunmber 16, | work in finance nyself, but it's not
related to finance. | do marketing.

Nunmber 17, no.
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
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Nunber 18(A), no.

B

no.

Nunmber 19, no.

Nunmber 20, no.

Nunmber 21, no for A and no for

Nunmber 22, no.

Nunmber 23, no.

Twenty-four, yes.

Twenty-five, no.

Twenty-si x, yes.

Number 27, yes.

Twent y-ei ght, no.

29(A), no.

B
C
D
E

F

G
get them sti

H

no.

no.

no.

no.

no.

used to get

no.

Thirty, no.

Thirty-one, no.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three,

e-mil s,

yes.

but

Page 31

B

I"'mnot sure if |
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Thirty-four, no.
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-ei ght, yes.
Thirty-nine, yes.
Forty, yes.
Forty-one, yes.
Forty-two, no.
THE COURT: Thank you.

Good nor ni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: |
Lower East Side.
|"ve lived there for
" mnot a native New YorKker.
| was born in Puerto Rico.

| do I.T. training and I.T.
been doing this for about 10 years.
" m not retired.
| work for nyself.
| have one year of coll ege.
"' m marri ed.
| have one child and I
M wifeis awiter.

My adult --

Page 32

live on the

nore than 40 years.

I"m Puerto Ri can.

consulting. 1've

" m sel f-enpl oyed.

|"ve been married a long tine.

have two grandchil dren.

my child is in sales and research
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| have no spare tinme.

| guess ny hobby is ny famly.

| participated in some community non-profits that
I"ve worked with.

| served one tinme on a jury nmany years ago.

THE COURT: Was that crimnal or civil?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Civil .

THE COURT: Wthout telling us the verdict, did
you reach a verdict?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't remenber. It was so
| ong ago.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  The Daily News, The Tines, |
do Google, and | do X

The podcasts | listen to are on YouTube.

| don't listen to talk radio.

No, | don't have anybody close to ne who's been
the victimof a crine.

Fourteen is no.

Fifteen is no.

Si xteen i s no.

Seventeen i s no.

18(A) is no.

B is no.

| guess Cis no.




© 0 N oo g b~ O w N PP

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
a o W N P O © 00 N o o~ w N B+, O

Ni neteen i s no.
Twenty is no.

21(A) is no.

B is no.
Twenty-two is no.
Twenty-three i s no.
Twenty-four is no.
Twenty-five i s no.
Twenty-six is yes.
Twenty-seven i s yes.
Twenty-ei ght i s no.
29(A) is no.

B is no.

C is no.

Dis no.

E is no.

F is no.

G is no.

His no.

Thirty is no.

No, 31.

Thirty-two i s no.
Thirty-three is yes.
Thirty-four is no.

Thirty-five is no.

Page 34
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Thirty-six is no.
Thirty-seven i s no.
Thirty-eight is yes.
Thirty-nine is yes.
Forty is yes.
| guess 41 is no.
THE COURT: Let's just go over 41 one nore time.
re-read it.

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR  Ch, yeah, I'mnot going to

hold it agai nst him

a native.

|'ve been

THE COURT: Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Good nor ni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Good nor ni ng.

| live in Battery Park City.

|"ve lived there for eight years.

|"ve lived in New York for 30 years, but |I'm not
|*'moriginally from Boston.

| run sales and revenue for a software conpany.

doi ng that for about 25 years.

' mnot retired.

My current enployer is Bl ockApps.

They have about 40 enpl oyees.

"' mnot self-enpl oyed.
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My prior enployer was Diligent Corporation.

| have a Bachel or's Degree.

Yes, marri ed.

|'ve been nmarried twice.

| had a daughter with ny first wfe.

| live with ny wife, who is a literary
transl at or.

My daughter, who is deceased, was in real estate
devel oprment and constructi on managenent .

| like to spend tinme at our second hone in the
country.

| like TV. | have a lot of interests--books,
novi es, current events, politics, travel, spend tinme with
friends. | have sone collectibles.

" mon the board of ny synagogue. M/ wife and I
are menbers of the ACL.U | belong to some charitable
organi zations either in a fundraising capacity or nore
direct capacity.

| have never been on a jury.

Question 10, New York Tines, USA Today,
Huf fi ngt on Post, CNN, Google, Facebook, X, Tik Tok,
Wal | Street Journal, New York Post, Washi ngton Post, and
New Yor k One.

Podcasts, yes, a lot of Serial, New York Tines

podcasts, Runble Strip.
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Tal k radio, N.P.R, sonetines.

Question 13, | was robbed at knifepoint once, |
had a girlfriend once who was rmugged and punched in the
face, ny nother was a victimof a violent assault froma
burgl ar, and nmy daughter was a victimof a violent sexual
assaul t.

Question 14, |1 had an uncle who was a cop in
Pennsyl vani a, but he is deceased.

My nother worked in both state and | ocal
governments in North Carolina in a program pl anni ng
capacity. That was a long tine ago.

| have close friends who either work or have
wor ked on Wall Street.

' m happy to say | have some friends who are
| awyers, although, it tends to be corporate |aw, general
counsel s, or things |like that as opposed to trial |aw
Al though, | do have a close friend whose son is an ADA, |
t hi nk here in Manhatt an.

THE COURT: Would that affect your ability to be
fair and inpartial if you re selected as a juror?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR It woul d not.

Ei ghteen, there was a trial related to ny
daughter's assault. | would describe that as primarily a
traumati c experience, but | think that I was left with a

general ly favorable inpression of the legal system It




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 38

certainly would not--1 don't think--have any inpact on this
case.

Ni net een, no.

Twenty, no.

21(A) and 21(B), no.

Twenty-two, no.

Twenty-three, no.

Twenty-four, fine.

Twenty-five, you di scussed Passover yesterday.

THE COURT: Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  That's the only pending issue
I woul d have.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Twenty-si x, yes.

Twenty-seven, yes.

Twent y- ei ght, no.

29(A), it says, "political entity affiliated with

M. Trunp," Republican Party.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | have sone rel atives on ny
wife's side who are | obbyists and have done fundraising for
t he Republican Party.

29(B), no.

29(C, no.

29(D), when M. Trunp was President, | followed
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himon X, or what was Twitter at the tine.

E, no.

F, no.

G no.

H, no.

Thirty, no to any of those.

Thirty-one, yes. | feel that no one is above the
I aw.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three, yes.

Thirty-four, | don't think there's anything that
will prevent ne frombeing a fair and inpartial juror.

Thirty-five, I"'mnot famliar with any of these
t hi ngs.

Thirty-six, yes. | read The Art of the Deal and

| want to say How to be Rich and Think Li ke a Chanpion or
sonething like that. Those aren't quite correct, but, yes,
| read a | ot of books.

Thirty-seven, yes.

Thirty-eight, yes.

| do have a question about 39.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Wiere it says if | refrain
fromwatching, reading, or listening to any accounts of

this case or discussing it in general, | nean, | would be
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lying if | said | would not discuss it to sonme degree with
ny wfe.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Wl |, obviously, that's your wife. You can tel
her that you're here and you could tell her that you heard
fromw tnesses, but you would not be permitted to discuss
anyt hing of substance with your wife because we would run
the risk there that someone who's not a sworn juror could
i nfluence you. So, we would need your assurance that you
woul d not di scuss anyt hing of substance with your
wi fe--your thoughts or opinions about how things are going,
things like credibility, and things of that nature.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  That woul d be tough, but
okay.

THE COURT: Can you do that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah, but she won't I|ike
t hat .

Forty, vyes.

Forty-one, yes.

Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Good nor ni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  1've lived on the
Lower East Side for 51 years.

|'mnot a native New YorKker. | was born in
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Westchester in White Plains, New York.

| amretired, happily. That was since 2019.

Before that, | worked for the
MT.A /New York City Transit. Then, | becane the
chief of staff to the president of
MT.A Capital Construction.

No current enployer

Two years after | retired, I was wal ki ng and
trai ning dogs in obedience. | was training dogs.

My educational background is | have a Bachel or's.

| was married. | amno |longer married now

| have four children and |I have four
grandchi | dren.

One of ny adult children lives with nme; two of
themare in Boise, |Idaho; and one is in M chigan.

The kids in Boise, Idaho, one is the nanager of
an el ectrical warehouse and ny daughter owns a ni ghtcl ub.
My daughter in Chelsea, Mchigan, is a Pilates instructor.
She's got three of ny grandchildren that live there.

In nmy spare time, | love the theater, | |ove

music, and | travel back and forth between Boi se and

Ann Arbor a lot. | hike with my dog. | spend a |ot of
time on Cape Cod. | really like the ocean.
As far as interests, | play the guitar and | do a

| ot of reading books, not political stuff.
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None right now, no.

| have never been put on a jury before, even
t hough |'ve been here many tines.

Just to be clear, | do not read these every day.
I mx them up:

New York Tinmes, | watch CNN and MSNBC, and
Daily News once in a while. | have a Facebook account.
Wal | Street Journal, when ny next-door neighbor gives it to
me. | do Fox News, sonetines. | also watch New York One
and PBS.

| do have a couple of podcasts that | |isten

to--This Anmerican Life, The Argunent with Ross Dout hat,

Jenni fer Rubin, Ezra Klein. | listen to Hardcore History
with Dan Carlin. Those are nostly inthe car. If I'min
the car, I'Il listen to Brian Lehrer in the norning.

The answer to 13 is no.

No.

| know people in the governnment only because |
worked for the MT.A for years. M sister worked for the
MT.A and ny brother and father worked for Metro-North.

Nobody in accounting or finance, no.

My brother-in-law graduated | aw school, but he
didn't practice law. He's ny late brother-in-law. He
owned a conputer conpany. | also have two friends in

Upstate New York. One of them who's very close, is a




| awyer in general

law. He did sone crimnal |aw

other is in personal injury.

No.

No on 19.

Twenty,
21(A),

B, no.

Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-
Twent y-

Twent y-

29( A),
29(B),
No, C
D, no.

E, no.

no.

no.

two, no.

t hree, no.
four, no.
five, no.
Si X, yes.
seven, Yyes.
ei ght, no.
no.

no.

F, my granddaughter asked me to go to a

pro-choice rally.

with M. Trunp.

| don't know that it had anythin

It was in 2017, maybe. | can't re

whet her it was in New York or it mght have been in

Ann Arbor. So,

said yes.

No to G

Page 43
The

g to do

menber
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H if you were to | ook at ny Facebook page,
there's a lot of things on there that | didn't ask to be
put on there and | can't seemto renmove them | try not to
have too nuch, but there are a couple of things on there
t hat woul d be considered -- one of themis called
Cccupy Denocrats and stuff |ike that.

Thirty, no.

| think everybody should be treated fairly.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three, yes.

No.

No on 35.

Thirty-six, no.

Thirty-seven, |I'mresigned to the political
contribution systemwe have. It just makes nme sad that we
spend so nmuch noney and candi dates have to rai se so nmuch
noney for canpai gns when there could be better use for that
noney.

Thirty-eight, yes.

Thi rty-nine, yes.

Yes.

Yes.

No.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Good nor ni ng.
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR: |I'ma Harlemnative. | still

reside there, born and rai sed.

| am a school teacher. | teach
m ddl e school E.L.A. 1've been doing that for eight years.
Before that, | was fresh out of undergrad and |

was a case worker in a juvenile delinquent transitional
home. Pretty nmuch, | was just adjusting them back to hone
and school .

My current enployer is KIPP NYC Charter School .
| did five years with D.OE., the Departnent of Ed, and |I'm
now in the charter school system

| have a Master's in Education.

Never been marri ed.

| don't have any children.

My brother is a basketball coach. He resides

with me.

In nmy spare time, |'ma creator at heart. MW
friends are photographers and will do photo shoots. | |ove
theater, | love witing, and | |ove traveling.

' mnot in any organizations.

|'ve never been to jury duty. Maybe before, but
this is ny first tinme with this.

For 10, Google and Tik Tok. | don't like the
news or newspapers.

As to listen or watch podcasts, mainly
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inspirational things like relationship topics, pop culture,
and thinks |ike that.

Tal k radi o, Breakfast C ub every now and then.

Mysel f nor anyone close to ne has been a victim
of a crine.

Nunmber 14, ny nother and ny godfather are retired
with the Police Departnent. M/ nother wasn't a police
officer. She was an administrative aide. M godfather was
a homicide sergeant. They're both retired.

For 15, | guess that woul d be yes.

Si xt een, no.

Sevent een, no.

Ei ghteen is no for all of those.

Ni net een, no.

Twenty, no.

Twenty-one, no for both.

Twent y-two, no.

Twenty-three, no.

Twenty-four, ny classroomis digital. | actually
di scussed that with ny principal yesterday. As long as |
have ny work posted that workday, it's fine, or their
cl asswork, rather.

Twenty-five, no.

Twent y-si X, yes.

Twenty-seven, yes.
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Twent y- ei ght, no.

Twenty-nine, no for all of those.

Thirty, no.

Thirty-one, no.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three, yes.

Thirty-four, I"mnot going to sit here and
pretend. Being in nmy generation during that candidacy,
there was a divide in the country. | can't ignore that.
However, | never equated that to one individual. So, |I'm
going to say | don't think that would allow nme to be
inmpartial, if that makes sense.

Thirty-five, no.

Thirty-six, no.

Thirty-seven, no.

Thirty-eight, yes.

Thi rty-nine, yes.

For 39, to be honest, ny generation is on social
nmedia a lot. So, if I'"'mscrolling, | usually see it, but
I"mnot necessarily |ooking at anything on the case, if
t hat nmakes sense. It may just pop up.

THE COURT: If it pops up, you can't control
that, but can you give us an assurance that you will not
read it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.
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THE COURT: Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Forty, yes.

Forty-one, yeah, | won't hold that against him

Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Good nor ni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Good nor ni ng.

| have a question:

| realize this is way beyond the extent of what
is expected for this trial, but nmy sister is getting

married in Septenber on a Sunday. Wuld that be any

pr obl enf?

THE COURT: That should not be a problem \Well,
if you are still here in Septenber, that would be a big
probl em

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | live in Chel sea.

| have lived there for about a year-and-a-half.

| am a native New Yorker.

| ama software engineer. | have been doing that
for a year-and-a-half.

Nunber 3(A), ny current enployer is the
Walt Di sney Company.

B, | think there is over 200,000 enpl oyees.

| am not sel f-enpl oyed.

D, | was a student prior to this.
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Four, | have a Bachel or's Degree.
5(A), | amnot marri ed.

| have never been marri ed.

| don't have any children.

6(A), | have three roommates. One of themis a

sof tware engi neer, one of them does fundraising for a

non-profit, and one of themis a consultant.

| don't have any adult children.

Seven, in ny spare tinme, | like to spend tine

with friends and famly, go to restaurants, go to plays.

watch TV.

Ti k Tok.

For hobbies, | |ike to dance, snowboard, and
8(A), no.
9(A), |I've never served on a jury.

Ten, the New York Tines, Google, Facebook,

El even, | do not listen to podcasts.
Twelve, | don't listen to talk radio.
Thirteen, no.

Fourt een, no.

Fifteen, yes, a close friend in the past.
Si xt een, no.

Sevent een, yes, relatives.

18(A), no. So, no to the rest.

Ni net een, no.
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Twenty, no.

21(A), no.

21(B), no.

Twent y-two, no.
Twenty-t hree, no.
Twent y-four, yes.
Twenty-five, no.
Twent y-si x, yes.
Twent y- seven, Yyes.
Twent y-ei ght, no.
29(A), no.

29(B), no.

| guess C, D, E, F,
Thirty, no.
Thirty-one, no.
Thirty-two, no.
Thirty-three, yes.
Thirty-four, | wll
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-eight, yes.
Thirty-ni ne, yes.
Forty, vyes.

Forty-one, yes.

G and H are al
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no.

be fair and inpartial.
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Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Thank you.

W need to refill seat nunber 1, please.

THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunber 1, B-250.

THE COURT: CGood norni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Good nor ni ng.

| Iive on the Upper East Side.

| have lived there for 25 years.

| amnot a native New Yorker, but |I've lived here
nost of ny life.

My husband and | are self-enployed. W have a
heal t hcare consul ting conpany that we've had for 20 years.
So, I'mnot retired.

My current enployer is Cotton Consulting.

There are three of us in the conpany.

Yes, |'mself-enployed. | own nmy own business.

My prior enployers were | arge adverti sing
agenci es--Saatchi & Saatchi and Young & Rubi cam

| have a Bachel or's Degree.

| went to graduate school twice for an MB. A and
also in Narrative Medicine, but | didn't finish either of
t hose.

' m marri ed.

| don't have children. | have a dog.

My husband and | work together in healthcare
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consul ting.

| don't have adult children.

In nmy spare time, | like to go to nuseuns, | |ike
to travel, and | like to read. Those are ny interests and
hobbi es.

| don't participate in any organi zati ons or
advocacy groups.

| served on a jury before twice on crimnal
cases.

THE COURT: Did you reach verdicts in those
cases?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, both times.

Nurmber 10, the New York Times, CNN, NMSNBC,

Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post. That's it.

| don't listen to or watch podcasts.

| don't listen to talk radio.

Thirteen, no, no one | know nor nyself have been
the victimof a crine.

Fourt een, no.

Fi fteen, ny husband was in wage price
adm nistration in the '70's before | met him but,
ot herw se, no.

W have a close friend who was an accountant, but
he's retired.

In the legal field, ny husband has a | aw degree,




N

o o A~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

but he's never

18(A), crimnal justice system no.

B

Ca

practiced | aw.

no.

ir

rel evant.

Ni net een, no.

Twenty, no.

21(A), no.

B

no.

Twent y-two, no.

Twenty-t hree, no.

Yes.

Twenty-five, no.

Twenty-si x, yes.

Twent y-seven, yes.

Twent y-ei ght, no.

29(A), no.

29(B), no.

H

no.

no.

no.

no.

no.

no.

Thirty, no.
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Thirty-one, | believe no one is above the | aw.
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So, | guess that's a strong opinion.

Thirty-two, | think he's being treated fairly.

So, 33 and 34, I'mnot sure that | can say that |
can beyond a reasonable doubt. | would certainly try and |
think I can, but I'mnot a hundred percent sure that |
could be fair.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Any obj ecti ons?

MR. BLANCHE: No, Judge.

MR, STEI NGLASS: No.

THE COURT: W're going to excuse you.

(At this tinme, Prospective Juror B-250 was
excused)

THE CLERK: Refilling seat nunber 1, B-133.

THE COURT: CGood norni ng.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Good nor ni ng.

Nunber 1, Upper West Side.

Seven years.

|'mnot a native New Yorker. | was born in
New Jersey and spent sone time in Maryl and.

| am a high school teacher for 20-some years.

' mnot retired.

My enpl oyer is the Departnent of Education, which
is very large. M school has about 80 enpl oyees or maybe

80 to 100 at school.
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"' mnot self-enpl oyed.

My prior enployer was Montgonmery County

Publ i ¢ School in Maryl and.

| have a Master's Degree.

| am marri ed.

| have two children

My husband is a conputer progranmer.

| have no adult chil dren.
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| sewin ny spare time and | spend tine with ny

kids, ny dog, and ny famly.

occasi onal

| | ove reading, biking, hiking.

Ei ght, no.

Ni ne, no.

Ten, New York Tines, scrolling Facebook,

articles probably from USA Today and

Huf fi ngton Post, CNN, Google, Wall Street Journal,

Washi ngt on Post .

No podcasts.
No tal k radio.

My brother was shot by a stray bullet in his |eg.

My catal ytic converter was stolen fromnmny car, if

that counts as a crine.

No, 14.
No, 15.
No, 16.




| have a close friend, who is a | awer.

famly law. She now works for a non-profit.
18(A), no.
No for B and C al so.
Ni net een, no.
Twenty, no.
21(A), no.
B, no.
Twenty-two, no.

Twenty-three, no.
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She did

Twenty-four, yes, ny schedule would permt ne to

work | ater.
Twenty-five, no.
Twenty-six, | can give assurance.
Twenty-seven, yes.
Twent y- ei ght, no.
29(A), no.

B, no.

C, sonehow, | get e-mails fromit's called

The Daily Caller or sonmething. | don't know. | ended up
on an e-mail list, but | don't generally read the e-mails.
D, no.
E, no.
F, no.

o

no.
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H, no.

Thirty, no.
Thirty-one, no.
Thirty-two, no.
Thirty-three, yes.
Thirty-four, no.
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-eight, yes.
Thirty-nine, yes.
Forty, vyes.
Forty-one, yes.
Forty-two, no.

* * * *

(At this time, Vincent M GCeraldi,
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was

relieved by Susan Pearce-Bates as Senior Court Reporter)
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(Continued fromthe previous page.)

THE COURT: kay. Thank you, jurors.

| f you haven't done so already, please pass the
questionnaires to your right. You are going to be handed a
second m crophone.

At this tine the attorneys will address you in
the jury box. They will each speak to you for about 30
m nut es.

The law requires that the Assistant District
Attorney speak to you first. Please renmenber that whatever
the | awers say at any tinme is not evidence. So, what the
| awyers are about to say to you now is not evidence.

As with all stages of the crimnal trial, there
are rules that the lawers nust follow. |If one | awer
bel i eves that another |awer is not follow ng one of those
rules, that |awer will object and that objection creates a
question of law for ne to deci de.

The objection will be one word only and I may on
occasion ask for the basis or grounds for the objection.

At that tine the attorney will provide only the |egal
basi s, such as for exanple, hearsay.

If | sustain an objection to the question, or
comrent to the | awyer, that question or conment will be
stricken fromthe record and you nust disregard that

question or coment as though it was never said.
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If | overrule any objection, the question or
coment s st ands.

O course whether | sustain or overrule an
objection, ny ruling indicates only that the question or
comrent is, or is not, in accord with one of the rules of
| aw set out for lawers to follow during this stage of the
pr oceedi ngs.

The ruling expresses no opinion about the facts
of the case or whether the defendant is guilty or not
guilty.

Renenber, you the jury, and you al one, judge the
facts and reach a verdict of guilty, or not guilty, not I
and not the | awers.

MR. STEINGASS: This is so far away.

THE COURT: You can nove it a little closer if

you want .

Not a whole |ot.

MR STEI NGLASS: CGood norning everyone. M/ nane
is Joshua Steinglass. | aman Assistant District Attorney

here in Manhattan together with Susan Hoffinger, Matthew
Col angel o, Chri stopher Conroy, Betty Mangol d and Kat heri ne
Ellis, we represent The People of the State of New York and
| amsure many of you are -- | don't have a m crophone. |
am | oud but --

THE COURT: So, jurors, you are going to have one
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m crophone. Pl ease pass it around as necessary.

MR, STEI NGLASS: Thank you.

So, | amsure many of you are saying to yourself,
how am | being considered for this case?

And we are going to ask you to not try to get out
of it without being too obvious, if that's what you are
t hi nking, and just to kind of resist the urge to flee the
courtroomif you are feeling that and just give us the nost
honest answers you can.

That's what we are really trying to do here, not
pry into your lives. W are trying to pick a jury that can
be fair to both sides, fair to the defense and fair to the
prosecuti on.

You are really the best judge's of that. If you
have sonme issues, we are hoping you raise themwth us.

Let's start with the obvious, the defendant in
this case is both the former President and a current
candidate for that office.

And no one is suggesting that you can't be a fair
juror because you heard of Donald Trunp. W don't expect
you to have been living under a rook for the |ast eight
years or the last thirty years.

That said, as the Judge suggested, we need jurors
who can set aside any strong feelings that they may have

one way or the other and focus on the evidence.
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This case has nothing to do with your personal
politics, your views on a particular political issue. |It's
not a referendumon the Trunp presidency or a popularity
contest or any indication of who you are going to vote for
in Novenmber. W don't care.

This case is about whether this nman broke the
| aw.

Did he falsify business records in order to cover
up an agreenent to unlawfully influence the 2016
presentation el ection.

That's all this case is about and at the end of
case the Judge will give you the |aw pertaining to
fal si fyi ng business records, 34 counts of falsifying
busi ness records and he will tell you exactly what it is we
have to prove and that's all we have to prove.

Can you prom se to do that, to follow the Judge's
instructions on what we have to prove to find the defendant
guilty.

I n other words, does anyone feel that sonme how
because of the defendant's position we should have to prove
nore than what the judge says the | aw requires?

Does anyone feel that way?

No. No.

This defendant is just |ike any other defendant

in any other crimnal case. There is no special fornula
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that applies to himsinply because of who he is.

Does anyone feel that they question whether they
are able to follow the law as the Judge gives it sinply
because the defendant is Donald Trunp?

Does anyone feel that way?

It isalittle strange to call people by nunber,
but B133, how do you feel about that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think that this job of the

jury, like the judge said yesterday, is to understand
what's fact. | don't think it matters what ny political
beliefs are or in relation to the defendant. | think you

listen to the facts of the case and you rule on the facts
of the case.

MR. STEINGLASS: That's right. You are judges of
the fact and what we want you to do is faithfully find
t hose facts.

Any reason to believe you won't be able to do
t hat ?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

MR. STEI NGLASS: How do ot her people feel?

Do they agree with B133?

| feel like we are playing Bingo here.

Anyone di sagree or would like to share any
t houghts that they have on this matter?

Does anyone have such strong feelings about
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Donal d Trunp that they think that they can't just set that

asi de and judge this case based on the evidence?

May we start passing the m ke down.

How do you fell about that B038?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't have strong feelings
about that.

MR. STEI NGLASS: You can follow the | aw and give
both sides a fair trial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Absol utely. Nobody is above

the | aw

MR. STEI NGLASS: Nobody is above the | aw.

B330, how do you feel about this?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | ama public servant and |
built ny entire career upon trying to serve the city | live

in and this is an extension of that. W have to foll ow
policies regularly and | think about this as, again, an
extension of what's required of ne as a citizen.

MR STEI NGLASS: Thank you for that.

Now, | thought yesterday you said sonethi ng about
havi ng sone opi ni ons about canpaign finance limts?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | did say that.

MR STEINGLASS: Wy don't you tell us what those
opi ni ons are?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't think that | am

actively pursuing those opinions. | have strong ones.
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| think currently the idea that you have to raise
a lot of nmoney to serve and to be in service or elected is,
unfortunate because there are a | ot of people committed and
devoted to naking their city and states and country great
and they are discouraged fromthat because they have to
rai se a | ot of noney.

MR STEINGLASS: |s there anything about those
feelings, your understandable feelings, anything about that
that's going to affect your ability to listen to the
evidence in this case knowing the little you do about what
it is about?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't believe so.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Can you pass the m crophone back
to, | guess it is Bl146?

| thought | heard you answer that question
yesterday as well, that you had sone opi ni ons about
canpai gn finance limts?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yeah, | do. | do.
would -- sorry. Trying to find the sweet spot.

| woul d agree with what the previous B330 said
about the -- about the --

THE COURT: Hand up on the m crophone.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Thank you.

MR STEI NGLASS: Nothing that would affect your

ability to be fair.
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No, because it really doesn't

have anything to do with this case.
MR, STEI NGLASS: | thought you al so said that you

had opi ni ons about how M. Trunp is being treated in this

case?

Did I msunderstand that or did you answer that,
yes?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  If | inplied that | have
feel i ngs about how he was being m streated, | m sspoke,

because | don't have any opinion on that.

MR. STEINGASS: |s there anything that you heard
so far that causes you to doubt your ability to be a fair
and inpartial juror and give both sides a fair shake?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No. | think that the --
because of the particulars of this case, it really doesn't
have anything to do with nmy political inclinations or
however | mght feel about the defendant.

MR. STEINGLASS: That's a perfect exanple, or a
good way to say it, because this case really is not about
whet her or not you |ike Donald Trunp. This case is about
the rule of |aw and whether or not Donald Trunp broke it.

Do you think that whatever feelings you have
about Donald Trunp, whether they be favorable or
unfavorabl e, that you can put that aside and just answer

t he question that you are being asked which is, did he
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conmt this crime and have we proven it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah, absolutely. | nean, |
can judge this case for the nerits of the case.

MR STEINGLASS: That's exactly what we want.

Does anybody el se want to have anything to say
about this matter or want to share an opinion about this?

Because this is really the crux of the case, your
ability to do this. W are kind of counting on you to kind
of raise it with us.

Is that a, yes, or want to say anything?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No, | agree with you.

MR, STEI NGLASS: (kay, good.

Now, as you know, this case has generated a fair
amount of publicity. |It's been all over the news,
newspapers, TV, social nedia.

W don't expect you not to have heard about it or
not to have even discussed the case with friends. Wat we
do need is your assurance that you can keep an open m nd.

| am sure we can all agree that nedia accounts
may be inaccurate or only tell parts of the story. After
all, the nmedia has not yet had access to the evidence that
you are going to see in this case.

Simlarly, it seens that everyone and their
not her has an opi nion about this case and what the right

out cone shoul d be, however uninformed that opinion may be.
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But unli ke the opinionated masses, you are going
to have two things by the end of this case that they don't
have, or at |east haven't had yet, and that is access to
all of the evidence and testinony in this case and the
Judge' s instructions on the | aw

So, ny question is, can you all promse to
faithfully find the facts?

Li ke the judge said and tal ked about a mnute
ago, you are the judges of the facts. Can you all prom se
to faithfully find the facts as they actually are and apply
the | aw as the Judge gives it?

Does anybody have any question about their
ability to do that?

Can you pass the m ke over to B128?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | was away all of February

and half of March living on a |ake with no W-Fi, not

anyt hi ng.

MR STEI NGLASS: That sounds |ovely.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR It wasn't tough at all.

MR STEI NGLASS: Lovely.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR It was. Before | left |I had
post poned jury duty. The lady was very nice. It was ny

second post ponenent .
When | canme back | realized | had said md-April.

And knowi ng that this was going to happen, | really did
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try, and | don't really know the particulars of this case,

| amconmng toit, | really tried not to, and I do have two
news bl ocked days that | will listen to no news and it's
off in nmy house, nuch to the consternation of ny daughter.

So | don't really have -- | don't really know
what exactly this case is about at this point. So | am--
I nean, if you want ne to have that know edge, if you w sh
| did have nore, may be | am not the person you want
sitting here, but | really haven't followed this exact
case.

MR, STEI NGLASS: W don't want you to have heard
about it, or not to have heard with it. Wat we want you
to be able to do, is if you have heard hit, put aside what
you heard and judge the case based on the evidence. And if
you haven't heard about it, all the easier to do that.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | will absolutely put that
aside. | do believe we have a great judicial system It
coul d use sonme tweaking in sone places certainly,
everything else can. | wll absolutely be able to do that
and give this man a fair shake.

MR STEINGLASS: |If we had nore tine | would ask
you nore about that. W will have to save that.

Does anybody el se have a view one way or the
other in this case?

| s everybody going to be able to keep an open
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m nd, notw t hstandi ng anyt hing they may have heard and
judge the case based on the facts that come out during this
trial, the witnesses who testify, the docunents that are

i ntroduced?

Anybody question their ability to do that?

Coul d you pass the m crophone up to sonme folks in
the front row?

Ckay, B285?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Hi .

MR STEINGLASS: H . Any concerns about this?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  No concer ns.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Anything you heard so far nakes
you wonder whether you are able to be a fair and inparti al
juror in this case?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No, | really haven't heard
anyt hi ng.

MR STEINGLASS: Now, you will learn that the
charged crines in this case took place in 2017, and sone of
t he key evidence in this case, includes conduct that
happened as far back as 2015.

And you may be curious why the case is going to
trial now, but you are never going to |earn the answer to
t hat question. And you are not allowed to speculate as to
why the trial hasn't happened until now

Can you all give us your assurance that you won't




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 70

| et your curiosity, distract you fromlistening to and
judging the evidence in this case?

| see you noddi ng, Bl4.

How do you feel about that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah, it wouldn't bother ne
at all.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Anybody feel that the case is
| ess deserving of their attention because of the passage of
time?

Does anybody feel that way?

Now, al ong those lines, you have to keep in mnd
that unlike what you m ght see on tel evision, the w tnesses
in this case are not actors reading fromscripts. They are
real people testifying about events that happened sone tine
ago and as they testify you may or may not notice m nor
i nconsi stenci es between the testinony of different
W t nesses.

W all agree that people often see or renenber
the same event or different parts of the same event
differently? Yes?

Basebal | season just started. W0 has been to a
basebal | gane?

Al nost everybody. Have you ever gone to a
basebal | ganme and di sagreed with the unpire about whether a

ball was a pitch or a strike? O maybe with a friend who
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happens to be sitting on the other side of the stadi um and
you realize the next day you were both at the same gane and
you are di sagreei ng about whether the guy was safe at
second?

That didn't actually, exactly happen that way,
didit?

Because | see a | ot of people nodding and that
woul d be a lot off people who had the sanme di spute about
second. But you understand what | amgetting at here which
is kind of mnor discrepancies, and uninportant details
like that, don't speak to the truth of what happened either
at the game or what happened here back in 2015 and 2017.

The real question is, can you be fair in
eval uating the testinony of several w tnesses,
acknow edgi ng that they are real people testifying about
events that happened sone tinme ago and that they may have
percei ved or renenbered sonme things a little bit
differently?

Anybody have an opinion on that that they want to
share with us?

Can you accept the fact that even the sane
wi tness may describe the event differently -- an event
differently fromthe way that he or she has in the past
especially regarding less significant details?

For exanple, a person may renenber dates a little
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differently or switch the order of a particul ar
conversation or not be able to renenber whether the
conversation happened in person or on the tel ephone.

| amjust nmaking this stuff up. The question is,
can you be realistic and not hold the witnesses to
unreal i stic standards when they are tal king about,
testifying about events that happened sone tinme ago?

Anybody question their ability to do that?

Now, you are going to learn, and we are going to
be very up front about the fact that several of the
witnesses in this case have what you nade m ght consider to
be sone baggage.

The wi tnesses include a tabloid publisher, an
adult filmstar, and a forner lawer for M. Trunp naned
M chael Cohen who has pled guilty to several federal
crimes, including lying to Congress.

Sorme of these w tnesses have witten books, done
podcasts, or appeared in docunentaries in which they
di scussed sonme of the sane subject matter that they will be
testifyi ng about here.

And you will learn that several of the w tnesses
have in the past publicly denied many of the same facts
that they are going to testify to here and you will |earn
why they spent so long lying to prevent the public from

| earning the truth.
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Furthernore, you are going to learn that sone of
these witnesses were given imunity as part of an effort to
get themto cone clean in this case.

In fact, you will learn that any w tness that
testifies before the Gand Jury is given imunity and every
one of those things that | just said is a factor that you
can and should take into account in assessing the
credibility of those witnesses.

But ny question to you is, are those the only
factors you are going to take into account?

Does anyone feel that if they |earned those
things they are going to shut their ears to anything the
wi tness has to say?

Who have | not spoken to yet?

B280, how do you feel about that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | amgoing to say now, | am
going to listen to all the facts and just |ike everybody
said before, whatever outside influences there are, they
are not going to influence ne here.

MR. STEI NGLASS: You can keep an open m nd and
hear what a witness has to say before you deci de whet her or
not to believe then?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Let me give you an exanpl e.

Jack and Jill rob a bank together. And when Jil
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is first caught she deni es having robbed a bank and she
deni es even knowi ng Jack, but |ater she decides to cone

cl ean and she cooperates with | aw enforcenment. She tells
themthe truth about what she did and she testifies against
Jack.

Now, the fact that she initially denied having
been in the robbery, or even know ng Jack, that's a factor
t hat you shoul d consider in evaluating her credibility when
she testifies, aml right?

Right, we can all agree about that, that's
relevant to the credibility of the wtness?

The question is, is that the only thing that is
rel evant ?

I n other words, would you keep an open mnd until
you hear all of the testinony of a particular wtness and
to see how does that witness' testinony kind of fit with
t he other evidence in the case?

Does it make sense? |Is it logical?

In fact, the Judge will give a whol e host of
factors that you can use to help evaluate the believability
of a wi tness.

So the question really is, as | keep saying, can
you wait until you hear, not only the witness' testinony,
but the rest of the evidence in the case, before you decide

whet her or not you are going to believe sonmeone?
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Can you do that?

Does anybody have any questions about their
ability to do that?

Can we pass the mke on down a little bit. |
think I have a front row bias. | will get to the back row
| prom se.

What do you think B193?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No, | agree with everything
t hat everyone else said. | have no reservations.

MR, STEI NGLASS: (kay. Can you, you know, | ust
as this case is not a referendum on whether or not you |ike
President Trunp, former President Trunp, it's also not a
ref erendum on whet her you like the witnesses, right?

This is not whether you want to socialize with
them This is about whether they have material, reliable
truthful evidence to give you about happened in this case.

Can you all separate believability from
likability, yes?

Was that a hesitation, is it B374?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:. No. | said you actually nade
a good point.

MR, STEI NALASS: Oh, thank you.

THE COURT: Anyone el se have any thoughts on this
mat t er?

Now, the defendant in this case is being charged
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under a theory known as accessorial or acconplice
liability. And the Judge is going to explain accessori al
liability at the end of the case.

But for now, we need to discuss the fact that if
two or nore people are acting together they can each be
held crimnally liable for the acts of the others.

So ny general question is, would anyone have a
pr obl em hol di ng the defendant responsible for sonething his
partners did?

Does anybody think that that's a probl enf

| see people shaking their head. Let nme give you
an exanmple that clearly has nothing to do with this case.

Let's say a hit man hires -- or a husband hires a
hit man to kill his wife and the husband may not even be
present when the hit man actually carries out the nurder,
but the husband is every bit as guilty as the person that
pull ed the trigger, even though he wasn't there.

Can you all follow the sanme kind of logic in this
case?

And can you follow the Judge's instructions about
accessorial liability even though it may mean hol ding the
def endant responsible for acts that he nay not have
conm tted personal ly?

Yes? Wo has the m crophone?

Can you pass it down? |Is it B400?
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PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  Yes.

MR STEINGASS: D d you have any problemwith
t he concept of accessorial liability?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR.  None at all.

MR STEINGLASS: Any reason to think you couldn't
follow the Judge's instructions?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR.  None at all.

MR. STEI NGLASS: Now, one of the things that you
are going to be asked to do in this case is to determ ne
t he defendant's intent.

You will need to decide what M. Trunp's intent
was in nmaking or causing the false entries in his business
records. And as you know, we can't get inside soneone's
head and read their mnd. But juries do this every day.

They are routinely called upon -- they don't read
m nds every day, what they do is determ ne a defendant's
intent every day.

Intent is an el enent of so many crines,
intentional nurder, a lot of crinmes involve intent. And as
in your every day life, you can rely on comon sense cl ues
to hel p you nmake this determ nation.

Most inportantly, what are all the surrounding
ci rcumst ances?

What were M. Trunp and the ot her people invol ved

in this case saying or doing |leading up, to around the tine
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of and after the tinme of the payoffs in this case.

What were M. Trunp's and his partners saying or
doing leading up, to around the tinme of and after they
created the false entries in the business records?

What was M. Trunp and his cohorts saying or
doing around the tinme that the truth began to cone out?

And what was the climate in which the key
deci si ons were bei ng made?

What was the context that M. Trunp's actions and
the actions of his cohorts were taking place?

Like | said, there are certain -- to determ ne
sonmeone's intent is sonething we all do on a routine basis.

Here is an exanple, you are crossing the street
and someone drives by and honks at you.

Were they honking to say hello or honking to say
get the heck out of the way?

You have to | ook at the clues, right?

|s the driver speeding up or slow ng down?

Are you crossing against the light?

Do you recogni ze the driver?

Is the driver waving hello or doing sone other
hand gesture that will let you know whether or not he is
honki ng to say hello or honking to say get the heck out of
t he way?

That's an obvi ously sinpl e exanpl e.
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But can everybody use that sane kind of logic in
this case to determ ne the defendant’'s intent?

If I can't read his m nd, how can | possibly know
what he i ntended?

Anybody feel that way?

Can we send it to the back row | don't think we
have tal ked to sone peopl e back there.

B381, how do you feel about that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, | don't think | need to
read someone's mnd to determne their intent or at |east
make a guess as to it.

MR STEI NGLASS: Conmon sense. You can | ook at
the clues. Wat was going on at the time, that kind of
reason that you do in your every day |ive.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Sure.

MR STEI NGLASS: How do you feel B4027?
PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | am okay with just
under st andi ng exactly what the clues was. You have to see

t he evidence. You have to see what's goi ng on.

You can't assune. You can't assume what anyone
is doing. So | have to look at it and see fromwhat | see,
not every way. | can't see what everyone el se sees. |
just have to know by what was brought in front of me.

MR STEINGLASS: Can you see a scenario where you

woul d be able to determ ne the defendant's intent by
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| ooki ng at those surroundi ng circunstances, |ooking at
t hi ngs the peopl e were saying and doing around the tine
that the key actions and decisions were taking place?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.

THE COURT: M. Steinglass, are you just about
done?

MR STEI NGLASS: Am | ?

THE COURT: Yes. Just start.

MR STEINGASS: Al right. | will skip to ny
| ast question if that's okay.

The bottomline is, there are people who for a
variety of reasons nmay feel unconfortable with returning a
verdict of guilty in a crimnal case and you are really the
best judge's of that.

It's our burden. W have to proof this case
beyond a reasonabl e doubt and you have to hold us to that
bur den.

On the other hand, if we do prove the case beyond
a reasonabl e doubt, you have to be able to basically cone
back in after the deliberations and | ook the defendant in
the eye and say guilty.

And really only you know if you can do that.
amjust going to -- you don't even have to pass the
m cr ophone.

| am just going down the |line and ask each of you
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to take a noment and | ook at the defendant and | ook inside

your sel ves and ask yourselves if this case is proven beyond

a reasonabl e doubt, wll

you be able to render a verdict of

guilty? Can you do that?
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR I f you prove it, yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
MR STEINGLASS: Answer out |oud for the court
reporter.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, | coul d.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, sir.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.

MR STEI NGLASS:

Thank you so nuch
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THE COURT: Thank you, M. Steinglass.

MR BLANCHE: May we have a very brief side-bar?

THE COURT:  Sure.

Can you bring that along with you?

MR. BLANCHE: Yes, of course.

(Discussion is held at side-bar, on the
record.)

THE COURT: Al right. Just for the record, |et
the record reflect that I am hol ding the Antomarchi Wi ver
whi ch has been signed by the Court.

And is that your signature, M. Blanch?

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

THE COURT: Your client at this tinme is waiving
hi s Antomarchi Rights.

MR BLANCHE: Yes. M question is, can we take a
very qui ck break?

Myself and ny client, it's been about
t wo- and- a- hal f hours, over two-and-a-half hours.

THE COURT: W are literally taking a ten-m nute
break. | need everybody back in their seats in ten
m nut es.

MR. BLANCHE: Understood, thank you.

(Di scussion at side-bar concluded, and the
foll owi ng occurred in open court.)

THE COURT: Jurors, we are going to take a very
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short recess, literally ten mnutes. | would like
everybody back here in ten m nutes.

Don't come in until you are invited back in.
Ri ght now the clock says, 12:05. | want to be starting

again at 12:15. Please follow the instructions of the

of ficers.
(The prospective jurors exited the courtroom
and the follow ng occurred:)
THE COURT: Al right. Before everybody steps
out, | just want to go over the Antonmarchi waiver wth

your client.

And so, M. Trunp, yesterday we di scussed whet her
you wanted to be present at side-bars. You indicated that
you did and that's how we proceeded.

Your attorney has today indicated to ne that you
changed your mnd and that you are now willing to waive
your Antommarchi Rights to be present at side-bars.

There is a formthat is in front of you that
appears to indicate that you have signed that fornf

MR TRUWP: Yes, | have.

THE COURT: |s that your signature?

MR TRUWP:  Yes.

THE COURT: And have you discussed the issue with
your attorney?

MR TRUWP: Yes, | have.
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THE COURT: And so, you agreed that you would
like to have waive right to be present at side-bars?

MR TRUWP:  Yes.

THE COURT: kay. Thank you. See you in ten.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Short recess is taken.)

THE COURT: Let the record reflect that all the
parties are back in the courtroom Let's lineup the
jurors. As soon as they are ready to cone in, let's bring
t hem i n.

(Continued on the foll ow ng page.)
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(At this tinme, the panel of prospective jurors
entered the courtroom

THE COURT: Wl cone back, jurors.

Thank you for being so pronpt.

Let the record reflect that all the jurors are
back and properly seated.

M. Bl anche?

MR BLANCHE: Thank you, your Honor.

H , everybody.

You heard us introduced earlier. M name is
Todd Bl anche. | represent President Trunp. You all see
President Trunp here and the rest of our team-Em | Bove,
Gedalia Stern at the very end, and Susan Nechel es.

You just did 30 minutes of this. Thank you for
another half hour. | appreciate it.

| want to start off by saying that you heard
M. Steinglass talk about sone exanples |ike a basebal
gane. This isn't a baseball ganme. This is extraordinarily
serious. |It's extraordinarily inportant to President Trunp
that we know that we're going to get a fair shake. |'m not
judging at all, but it's easy to read sonething off of a
sheet of paper and say, "Yes, | could be fair and
inmpartial,” but what | want to do is test that a little
bit.

This is not |ike every other case. Mdst cases,
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as you can imgine, if a potential juror raised their hand
and said, "Wait, | know that guy," everybody woul d agree
that they can | eave, but, here, we all know that every one
of you knows President Trunp. You all know himin
different ways and you all have different views of him
based upon all kinds of factors in your life--maybe they're
recent views, maybe they're views frombefore he ran for
President fromyears and years ago, maybe they're while he
was President.

Look, there are no wong answers. | nean that.
You're not going to offend nme, you're not going to offend
the Court, the People, or even President Trunp by really
tal ki ng about your opinion of President Trunp. |It's
extraordinarily inportant and | really want to spend our
ti me doing that.

You know what, | will start at the end just
because the m crophone is down there.

Juror B-280, can you talk a little bit nore about
your opinion of President Trunp.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't really have one,
especially in this courtroom | think that he will be
treated as anybody el se woul d be treated. No one is above
the law. So, | amhere just to hear the facts, both sides,
and make a deci sion based on what is factual here.

MR BLANCHE: That's fair. | appreciate that
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How about beyond this case? | understand that
you're going to hear about the facts and the |aw, but what
about your opinion of himhaving nothing to do with this
case? Wiat | nean by that is what opinion did you walk in
here with, having heard no evidence yet?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | didn't even know | was
wal king into this. So, | didn't even have an opinion. |
t hought |1 was goi ng honme yesterday and going to work.

| mean, | just -- I'mhere for ny civic duty.
I"'mhere just to listen to the facts and to not |et
anyt hi ng persuade ne either way.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

Can you pass the m crophone to Juror nunber 285.

The same question to you:

One thing to think about, by the way--and there
is no right way or wong way to think about this--but think
about your social nmedia. | think al nost every one of you
gets sonme news from Facebook or X or nost of you read the
New York Tines. So, think about your social nedia, "Wat
do | see on social nmedia? Wat do | post on social nedia?"
That can go to your opinion of President Trunp. So, go
ahead.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'m not sonmeone who's really
into politics. | have a career in sports. So, all ny

soci al nedi a revol ves around sports. Cbviously, | know




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N ONNN R R R R R R R R R
w N P O © 00 N O N~ W N kP O

24
25

Page 88

about President Trunp. I'ma female. He's targeted sone
females. | would say that some of ny friends have strong
opinions on him but, that being said, I'mnot political.

| really don't pay attention to a lot of this stuff.

MR. BLANCHE: Wat do you nmean when you say
you're a female? Wat's that nean?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Well, I'ma female. | know
there's been cases--well, nmaybe not cases--but | know that
t here's been opinions on how he doesn't treat females
correctly, stuff |ike that.

MR BLANCHE: What's your view of that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | obviously don't really know
the story. So, | just don't really, like, have a view on
it.

MR BLANCHE: Under st ood.

B-14--if you could pass it on--how about for you?

For you, let nme start with something different:

You're a prosecutor?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR. | am

MR BLANCHE: So, you have the sanme job but in a
di f ferent borough as the fol ks here?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Correct.

MR. BLANCHE: You said you could be fair and
inmpartial to that, but how would you deal with that? How

woul d you deal with the fact that you know the rules as
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wel | or maybe even better than sonme of the prosecutors or
sone of the lawers in this case? A lot of what happens
maybe at sidebar or during the case that may not be obvious
to the jury, you mght have an assunption about what that
neans.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Well, | think what it really
boils down to at the end of the day is to listen to the |aw
as given by the judge. No matter what things |'ve |earned
or things | have fromny job, at the end of the day, it's
about whether or not the People, over here (Indicating),
can prove the case beyond a reasonabl e doubt because, at
this point, he's presuned innocent. So, he has that
presunption. | haven't heard anything fromthe People.
It's up to themto actually prove the case and then apply
the |l aw as the judge gives it.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

What about the general question |I'm asking?
What's your view, putting aside the facts of this case, of
Presi dent Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't really follow
national politics that much. There's things associ ated
with himthat | agree with and things that | don't really
have an opinion on. | have a lot of friends in | aw
enforcenment who are fairly pro Trunp, but | don't really

have an opi nion on a national |evel.
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MR, BLANCHE: G eat.

Can you pass the m crophone down.

W might junp around a little bit, but, for now,
we'll just continue with what we're doing.

| believe you're Juror nunber 1137

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah.

MR. BLANCHE: You said yesterday, "No one's above
the |l aw, whether a former President, a sitting President,
and not even a janitor." Talk about that, but also talk
about ny question that | posed to the group, which is you
cane in here with an opinion about President Trunp. |It's
i mpossible not to. Talk a little bit about that.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Well, first of all, I think
that ny opinion of President Trunp--whether as a President,
former President, or candi date--has absolutely no bearing
on the case that you're presenting or you're defending.
That is a separate thing. That's what |'mhere to do as a
juror--is decide those facts on their owm. Wat | think
about President Trunp outside of this roomhas nothing to
do with what goes on inside this roomand would not, in ny
m nd, prejudice nmy view.

MR BLANCHE: | appreciate that.

What is your view of President Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR  That's what |'msaying. M

vi ew doesn't matter.
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MR. BLANCHE: Well, what --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR I f you were sitting in a bar,
I'd be happy to tell you, but, in this room what | feel
about President Trunp is not inportant or inperative to
either the case you're presenting or the case you're
defending. It just isn't.

MR. BLANCHE: So, do you renenber yesterday
when--and this isn't directed to you; it's directed to
everybody--there was | think a video that you were all
shown downstairs about the idea of bias, inplicit bias, and
things like that? That's real. That's real. That's
extraordinarily inportant to everybody in this room-not
just to President Trunp, but to everybody. So, while | do
appreciate the distinction you're trying to make, | stil
woul d ask you to give us a little bit because we want to
eval uate whether you're fair and inpartial--not just ne and
not just President Trunp, but everybody in this room

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  But you're asking ne to play
nmy political views into a crimnal case and, to nme, they're
two different things. At this juncture, what we're doing

right now, is apples and oranges. They're not the same.

Look, I'Il say I'ma Denocrat. So, there you go,
but that's it. That's where it goes for nme. | walk in
here and he's a defendant. That's all he is. If I'm

picked for the jury, nmy job is to judge himas a defendant.
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MR BLANCHE: | agree with that--1 do--and |

t hi nk everybody agrees with that, but | think the question
i s whether you're separating what your view of somebody who
you know outside of this courtroomand inside of this
courtroom-- the question is whether you can do that and
whet her we get a fair shake wi thout us know ng what that
view is.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | believe | can. The whole
thing is that it doesn't matter what ny view is because |
honestly believe that | can view this as conpletely
separate. | can conpartnentalize. M/ view outside of here
doesn't play into what's going on in this room

MR BLANCHE: Thank you very much

Can you pass it al ong.

You're an attorney. You work at Davis & Pol k?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

MR BLANCHE: | may have m sheard, but did you
say sonet hi ng happened during your clerkship that was
ei ther negative or positive?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No. | just had a crimnnal
docket when | cl erked.

MR BLANCHE: | under st and.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  An appel | at e docket.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

So, sane question to you about your views of
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President Trunp outside of the facts of this case and your
opi ni on of President Trunp.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think |I followed everything
i ke everyone else. | was a big fan of The Apprentice when
| was in mddle school at the time. | watched that. Wen
he became President, there were sonme things | agreed with
and some things | disagreed wth.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

|"mgoing to junp around a little bit because |I'm
going to run out of tinme.

Can you pass it tw over, not that | don't want
to speak with you, sir.

So, the sane questi on:

| think you said you use Facebook and you foll ow
the news. This is not an unfamliar face to you. Wen you
cane in here, what's your opinion? Wat's your view of
Presi dent Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think | disagree with
several policies. As far as information shared on soci al
media, | have a diverse collection of friends and famly
and they all sort of post things in favor of or opposed to
previous presidential policies and federal policies. |
feel like | try to stay the mddle ground. [|I'mnot trying
to make enemi es of past friends and fam |y nmenbers over

politics. | see a lot on both sides and | just try to keep
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ny head down and do what | need to do every day.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

You can pass the m crophone.

By the way--and M. Steinglass said this
earlier--1 don't care about your politics. I'mreally
genui nely not asking about that. |'mnot trying to put

anybody on the spot on who you voted for or if you're a

Denocrat or a Republican. |'m asking about the individual.
So, try to separate that. It doesn't matter who you voted
for.

So, with that being said, B-38, sanme question to
you, sir. Again, not politics, just your opinion of
Presi dent Trunp.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | can separate the politics
fromthe person and ny opinion. | don't have a strong
opinion either way. | nean, |like she said and everyone
el se said, we all follow politics or see what we see, but
I"mhere to judge the facts that are presented and not the
individual. So, | can separate the two.

MR. BLANCHE: | appreciate you could judge the
facts, but what is your opinion of President Trunmp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR My opi ni on?

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR He was our President. Like

he said, | agree with sone things and, sonme things, | don't
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agree with. That's based on ny feelings, | guess.

MR. BLANCHE: You think whatever your agreenents
and di sagreenents are wouldn't affect your ability in this
courtroomto be --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Not at all because | don't
| ook at the person as the President or whatever. | |ook at
the person sitting there as an individual. So, | can
separate the two.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

Can you -- Actually, | don't need to speak with
you. Can you go right behind. That's perfect.

Juror nunber 158, sane question to you, Sir:

You're an attorney. You read a |lot of the same
news that everybody el se reads, which woul d necessarily
give you a lot of information about President Trunp.

What ' s your opinion of President Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | agree with the others about
separating politics fromin here. | think | read |less than
the others. M wife does not |ike the news. So, she
doesn't really keep it on in the house. | probably have
stronger opi nions about |ocal stuff than national stuff.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

Can you actually pass the m crophone three people
down to you, sir, Juror nunber 292.

s that you?
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PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  That's ne.

MR BLANCHE: Al right.

Sanme question to you:

What ' s your opinion of President Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR  Well, | don't -- Feelings
are not facts, right? So, we're here to see the evidence,
to look at the facts, to look at the time line, and all of
that. Policy, of course, | disagree with sone things.
al so agree with sone others. | think the nedia and the
opi nions of ny Facebook friends or whoever shouldn't be
consequential to this trial. Yeah, that's how | feel about
it. Feelings are not facts.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

So, you al so becane a citizen while
President Trunp was President; correct?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Correct.

MR BLANCHE: Anything about that experience or
the time leading up to that that gives you any concern one
way or another about your ability to be fair and inpartial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No, not at all. 1'mvery
grateful to be an American and that happens on the first
year that he was President.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

Coul d we pass one over to B-89.

Sir, same question to you:
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You talked a little bit about what you' re doing

now and your background, but what is your opinion over the
past eight, 10, or 12 years observing President Trunp or of
President Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | find himfascinating and
nysterious. He walks into a roomand he sets people off,
one way or the other. | find that really interesting.
"Really? This one guy could do all of this? Ww" That's
what | think.

MR BLANCHE: Wth that foundation, is that as
far as it goes, just fascinating and interesting?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR Wl I, certainly, he nakes
things interesting, one way or the other. So, | find that
interesting. | follow it because so many people are set
off one way or the other and that is interesting to me.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

How about two over? W'Ill go to, | think,

Juror nunber 128. Is that right?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

MR BLANCHE: Sorry. W' re using nunbers.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'ve lived in New York for
50 years. So, President Trunp has been a notable figure in
real estate here as a devel oper--although, | don't follow
that. There's very little we probably agree on

policy-wise. Sonetines, | get frustrated with it, like
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anybody does.

| have famly menbers that support him W
manage to have decent conversations about that.

| feel sort of enbarrassed. | don't even know
much about this because | wasn't paying attention to this
particul ar issue, but | don't think -- | consider nyself a
t hought ful person and | understand how i nportant this is to
everybody here. | think | would be able to -- | know I'I]
be able to separate ny policy issues fromwhat's going on
here. | don't think those will touch on that for nme.

MR BLANCHE: As M. Steinglass nmentioned a
l[ittle bit ago, you're going to hear evidence of stuff that
happened a really long time ago--as |late as 2015, 2016,
when President Trunp first took office that first year.
You're going to be going back a long tine and nmaybe
bringing up nenories that you haven't thought about in a
long time. It's another question; right? Normally, there
woul d be no nmenory. You woul d be hearing about a fact for
the first tine. Here, you' re going to see
potentially--potentially--tweets and you're going to
remenber seeing that tweet and where you were seven or
ei ght years ago or think you m ght remenber. So, again,
what we're trying to make sure is that President Trunp is
starting out at zero with you--literally, at zero. So, you

know who he is--of course, you do--but that you have no
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opinion of himthat will cause you to not be conpletely
fair and inpartial.
PROSPECTI VE JURCR.  What ever cane of tweets and

whatever | read or pull out on the news, sonebody's behind

that filtering it in a way. | amvery very skeptical of
what | get on the news. | don't tweet. | was on Twitter
for two days and that was it. | do not tweet. So, | don't

think that 1 am going to have a probl em separating that and
starting out at zero. | don't know how to convince you of
that. | understand your dilemma. | truly do. You want
your client to have a fair shake here, just |ike the
District Attorney wants the same thing. | wll do ny
| evel - headed best to nake sure that happens if I'msitting
here. | don't know how to give you any nore assurance than
| possibly can. | didn't sleep |ast night thinking about,
"Could | really do that?" It's just so inportant. Nobody
is sitting here that doesn't have that. | get what you're
doi ng and why you have to do this.

MR BLANCHE: Can you pass it one over.

Thank you very much

So, | ook, you've heard everybody tal k and al
t hose questions. Sanme question to you:

At its root, your opinion of President Trunp?
It's tough to talk about him He's right here, but --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't think it's difficult,
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not to cut you off.
MR BLANCHE: Co ahead.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'mnot a political person.

I"mnot just saying that just because. |I'mnot into
politics. | don't really came for the news. | have
friends that are in entertainnent nedia. So, | know how

t hat coul d get construed.

During the election, obviously, |I'ma person of
color. So, |I'maround people who did have an opini on
during the election. | try to avoid political

conversations. To be conpletely honest with you, ny
response is President Trunp speaks his mnd. | would
rather that in a person than someone who's in office and
you don't know what they're doing behind the scenes. So,
nmy opinion was never -- | don't feel like | have a strong
opinion either way. It's just, like, this is the case.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

Coul d you pass it to B-297.

Sane question for you.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | would say that | think that
Trunp and | probably have different beliefs, but | don't
think that that invalidates anything about who he is as a
person. This is a free country. W can think certain
things and that's fine. | think that | can look at this as

a person on trial, any other Anerican citizen, and not take
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this person who used to be the President as that and j ust
stick to what's being shown to ne.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

So, let ne ask you a question:

Al nost everybody here reads the
New York Tines--not everybody, but nost of you guys--and
follows the news. Wo knows that President Trunp is
charged in other cases? Raise your hands.

( HANDS RAI SED)

MR BLANCHE: Wo knows what he's charged with
outside of this case?

( HANDS RAI SED)

MR. BLANCHE: It |looks Iike we got nostly
ever ybody.

Anybody have no idea? Is anybody getting this
news for the first tine?

( HAND RAI SED)

MR, BLANCHE: One, 374.

Fai r enough.

My last question--1'"mrunning out of tinme--is how
does that affect you? I|'mnot saying that it should or
shouldn't, but it's inportant that we understand that.
Those of you who read the New York Tines or watch CNN, it's
difficult to watch that at all w thout hearing about one of

t he ot her charges that President Trunp faces. So, how does
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that, if in any way, affect you?

Wy don't we go back to you, sir, B-113.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think this is a different
case than any of those cases. | didn't follow them
specifically line by line, but I know there are other
cases. | know there are other cases in other states, but
they' re about different things and different courts, if I'm
correct. This is a case that we have to take, all of us,
onits own nerits here. Again, to ne, it feels relatively
sinple to do, to conpartnentalize |ike that.

MR BLANCHE: Ckay.

You coul d pass two nore over and | will give you
a shot to speak, sir.

That's 4007

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

MR. BLANCHE: Sane question to you:

Do you have any opinion, positive or negative?
What is your opinion of the fact that there are other
charges that exist for President Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't have an opinion at
all.

MR BLANCHE: Do you know about the other
char ges?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'ve heard of sone of them

yeah.
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MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

Can you pass it back 381. |Is that you?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

MR BLANCHE: Sane question to you about the
ot her char ges:

You read the news. You constantly are seeing
i nformati on about other charges. Were does that |eave
you, if anywhere, with respect to what you're supposed to
do here?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'m actual ly not super
famliar with the other charges. | don't really follow the
news that closely, unfortunately. It's alittle
enbarrassing to say. So, | just don't have that nuch
information. [|'msorry.

MR BLANCHE: That's fair. That's an honest
answer. That's fine.

Can you pass it to your |left.

Juror 402, how about you?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | can't judge him [|'ve
heard about the other cases--and I'mnot following it al
the way through--but | just feel like, with anyone, until
you prove himguilty, why should | just outright judge hinf
| don't know his business. | can't say. He speaks his
mnd. That's something that -- He stirs the pot. He

stirs the pot. He speaks his mnd. You can't judge him
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because he speaks his mnd. The way that everyone wants to
judge himfor speaking his mnd, | just can't say. WII |
be inmpartial to things? O course. | know what's right
and what's wong. The evidence has to be brought to nme for
ne to see. He speaks his mnd. | nean, conme on. Wat can
you say about that? |If | told you what | thought all the
ti me about people --

MR BLANCHE: Sure.

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR He just says it and that's
it. You can't blane himfor speaking. He says what he
wants to say. | want to say some things to people, but ny
nother said to be nice. So, that's it.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

The | ast question is just to the group. You
heard M. Steinglass talk about this, but you also heard it
yest erday from Judge Merchan:

You're going to hear a | ot of nanes besides
President Trunp, a lot of nanes that sonme of you woul d have
heard a | ot about over the past eight
year s- - Kel | yanne Conway; M chael Cohen; Hope Hi cks,
potentially; people that were involved with President Trunp
during the White House before and even up to now for sonme
reason. So, back it out and renmenber what it was like in
your life during President Trunp's presidency, which, now,

with what we're going to be tal king about, was a really
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long time ago. |Is there anything about hearing testinony
about those other w tnesses, who, in their own right, you
know at | east over social nedia and video news, that makes
you feel like, "You know what, | can't commt to being fair
and inpartial,” or, "I have an opinion about those
individuals that will keep ne frombeing fair and

i mpartial ?" Anybody?

( NEGATI VE RESPONSE FROM PROSPECTI VE JURCRS)

MR BLANCHE: Everybody is shaking their heads.

So, the last area that | want to tal k about,
which M. Steinglass addressed a little bit, is
President Trunp and the fact that he has no burden to do
anyt hing here. Judge Merchan said that and | expect that
Judge Merchan will say that again:

W can literally sit here and do nothing the
entire time. Fromthe nonment this trial starts until the
end, the entire burden is on the folks in front of me, with
the People. W've all heard that since grade school. It's
easy just to say, "Yeah, you don't have to do anyt hing.
It's the government's job to prove you guilty beyond a
reasonabl e doubt,"” but think about whether you will have
any issues or maybe question if there isn't a defense
raised or if there isn't a question asked that you think
shoul d be asked. Think about whether you can accept the

burden fromnow until the end that President Trunp is
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i nnocent --innocent--until such tine that you go back to
del i berate and, then, we expect he'll still be innocent,
but that's the point. Can you conmt fromnow until the
end that that will be what you cone into this courtroom
with every day--that he is innocent of any crine charged?
Anybody have any concerns?

(NO RESPONSE FROM PROSPECTI VE JURCRS)

MR BLANCHE: By the way, there's no w ong
answers. |If you raise your hand and have a question or a
foll owup or you want to understand what | mnean, please do.
Please do. |It's extraordinarily inportant.

( HAND RAI SED)

MR BLANCHE: Co ahead.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  He's innocent until proven
guilty. That's it.

MR. BLANCHE: Look, you say that and --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  But | believe it.

MR BLANCHE: You believe it. That's the
question; right? That's the inportant question. |It's not
only whether you say it.

Go ahead, ma' am

Wiere's the m crophone?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  That's all right.

MR BLANCHE: Speak loudly. GCo for it.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Your client has no -- If he
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deci des not to speak and you deci de not to present

anything, that's your right. That's a right thing. So, we
can't presune that that nakes himguilty because he's not
saying anything. It's really -- The prosecutor is the one
that has to prove that.

MR BLANCHE: That's right.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  They have to present those
facts and prove them

As | said, he has the right not to say anything.
Any right that you have, if you decide to assert that
right, that means you're being quiet. |'msorry, but
that's not a presunption of guilt.

MR BLANCHE: | don't think I could have said it
better nmyself. | w sh you woul d have had the m crophone.

Thank you.

That is sonething that's inportant. |It's
sonet hing that, maybe, we sonetinmes not take for granted,
but we just put it in the back of our head instead of the
begi nni ng of our heads.

So, one last question and |I'm out of tine:

Is there something that | didn't ask that you
think I need to know about you so that, when we go back and
deci de who woul d be the fairest and the nost inparti al
juror, you think we should know sonet hi ng, one way or the

other? |It's an open-ended question. Please feel free to
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answer it. There's no right answers.

(NO RESPONSE FROM PROSPECTI VE JURCRS)

MR BLANCHE: Not hi ng.

Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Bl anche.

Jurors, at this time, the | aw provides that the
attorneys be given sone tine to review their notes and make
sone decisions. So, I'mgoing to ask you to pl ease step
outside. W'Ill try to be as quick as we can, but it wll
be a few m nutes.

| rem nd you of ny instructions yesterday:

Pl ease do not discuss this case either anong
yoursel ves or with anyone el se.

(At this tinme, the panel of prospective jurors
exited the courtroom

MR. STEI NGLASS: Can we approach for one second,

Judge?

THE COURT: Sure.

(The follow ng occurred at sidebar)

MR. STEINGASS: | didn't necessarily need the
record.

| was just going to ask if you mght want to -- |
don't knowif we're going to have an answer in five mnutes
or 10 m nutes.

THE COURT: We're not going to stop at 1:00. If
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we have to go to 1:15, we'll do that.

MR STEI NGLASS: (kay.

M5. NECHELES: Judge, where can we work since we
need to talk with the client?

THE COURT: |'msorry?

MS. NECHELES: \Were can we do this? W need to
talk to the client. W can't really do it here. Can we go
back to --

THE COURT: You can go back, but | need you back
at 1: 00 sharp

M5. NECHELES: Your Honor, I'mafraid it's not
going to be enough tine to discuss it with the client. He
really needs to be able to have his participation in this.
By the tine we get back there and get back here, we just
won't be able to get this done with the client, I'mafraid.

M5. HOFFINGER: | believe you have access to the
courtroom across the way.

M5. NECHELES: | know, but, by the tine we --

THE COURT: It's right across the hall and you're
wasting tine right now Wy don't you go ahead and get
started. It's literally right across the hall.

* * * * *

( RECESS TAKEN)

* * * * *

THE COURT: Let the record reflect counsel is
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back in the courtroom

The jurors are not present.

Counsel, is there anything you wanted to say?
Ms. Necheles, is there anything you wanted to say?

M5. NECHELES: No, your Honor.

THE COURT: Did you have enough tine to revi ew
your notes?

M5. NECHELES: No, your Honor.

MR, BLANCHE: No. We need nore tine.

THE COURT: Ckay.

So, we're going to adjourn to 2:15.

When you cone back at 2:15, | expect you to be
prepared to go through it.

MR BLANCHE: O course.

THE COURT: We still have six people in the
audience. I'mgoing to put themin the box. | want to go
t hrough them Then, | still want to be able to get to a
new panel today to at |east swear themin.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Your Honor, will we be
questioning the six in the box before we get the new panel ?

THE COURT: Yes.

My rationale for that is we know that those six
peopl e did not self-excuse. So, hopefully, they're viable
candi dat es.

Let's bring the jurors in so that | could excuse
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t hem for |unch.

(At this tinme, the panel of prospective jurors
entered the courtroom

THE COURT: Let the record reflect that the
18 jurors are back in the jury box and the six jurors who
are still in the audience are back in the audience.

Jurors, as you know, this is a very inportant
part of the process here and | don't want to rush the
attorneys through it. So, rather than having you wait
out side while we go through what we need to do here, I'm
goi ng to excuse you now for lunch--that will be the 18 of
you and the six of you in the audience. 1'mgoing to
excuse you for lunch. | would Ilike you to be back in the
bui l ding at whatever tinme you need to get back so you could
be up here at 2:15. | want to start at 2:15.

Before | excuse you, | rem nd you of the
i nstructions you heard nme give yesterday:

Pl ease do not discuss this case either anong
yoursel ves or wth anyone el se.

Pl ease continue to keep an open m nd.

Do not formor express an opinion as to the
defendant’'s guilt or innocence until you have heard the
evi dence, you've heard ny instructions on the law, and I
have directed you to begin your deliberations.

Again, do not, at any time during the trial,




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 112

request, accept, agree to accept, or discuss with any
person the recei pt or acceptance of any paynment or benefit
in return for supplying any information concerning the
trial.

You nust pronptly report directly to ne any
i ncident within your know edge involving an attenpt by any
person inproperly to influence you or any nenber of the
jury.

Do not read, view, or listen to any accounts or
di scussions of the case reported by newspapers, television,
radio, the internet, or any other news nedi a.

Do not attenpt to research any fact, issue, or
law related to the case whet her by discussion with others,
by research in a library or on the internet, or by any
ot her means or source.

When you step outside, the court officers and
lieutenant will tell you what tinme you need to get back to
the building to ensure that you' re back up here by 2:15.

Enj oy your |unch.

(At this tinme, the panel of prospective jurors
exited the courtroom

THE COURT: At 2:15, | will be back on the bench
and I'Il start taking your chall enges.

The way | do it is we take as nmany chal | enges as

there are available seats. The first go-through, we will
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go through 12 seats, which will be the first 12 seats.

First, will be challenges for cause fromthe People, then
chal | enges for cause fromthe defense, then perenptory
chal | enges by the People, and then perenptory chall enges by
the defense. Let's say we got 11 jurors out of that, then
we would only I ook at one nore seat at a tine because
that's all we would have avail abl e.

Enj oy your | unch.

* * * * *

(At this tinme, a luncheon recess was taken and
the trial adjourned to 2:15 p.m)

* * * * *

(At this tinme, Vincent M Ceraldi, Ill was

relieved by Vikki Benkel as Senior Court Reporter)
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AFTERNOON SESSI ON
* * *

THE COURT: CGood afternoon.

Case on trial continued.

Let the record reflect the People are present, the
Def ense counsel are present, M. Trunp is present.

Anyone el se we are waiting for?

MR, BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Are you ready now to go through the chall enges?

MR BLANCHE: Yes, we appreciate the extra tine.

Your Honor, | amsorry, we are ready to start, we
certainly have issues to discuss and for cause chall enges.

THE COURT: Ckay.

MR BLANCHE: So | did not understand your
question, | amsorry.

THE COURT: | was ready to take the chall enges,
did not know if there was an issue.

What is the issue?

MR BLANCHE: The issue that we can take up now as
part of the for cause challenges, there is a nunber of the
jurors that we have social nedia posts for that are very
much contrary to the answers that they gave.

Because there is the nanes are anonynous, we
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certainly did not want to confront themin open court with
their social nedia posts, which would then let them know
t hat we knew their nanes and what not .

THE COURT: You asked that | not tell anybody that
this was an anonynous jury. | have not told themit is an
anonynous jury.

MR BLANCHE: CQur understanding is they were told
downst ai rs.

THE COURT: They were told downstairs they would
go by nunber, no one told themit is an anonynous jury.

MR. BLANCHE: Well, Your Honor, we certainly did
not want to point out to them after using nunbers the whole
time in open court with reporters confronting themwth
that. So our asking, we can certainly talk about the posts
and if there is an issue, either if there is not an
agreenent that they should be struck for cause, we would
very much respectfully request they be brought back in and
questioned, whether outside the presence of the press or
what ever .

It is adifficult situation, we don't want to
enbarrass them Your Honor

THE COURT: That's fine. |If there is a question
we will bring each juror in, as we get to that juror we wll
bring that juror in.

MR. BLANCHE: kay.
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THE COURT: W can start taking the chall enges

Now.

So | ooking at seats one through 12. People, are
there any chal |l enges for cause?

MR. STEI NGLASS: No, Judge.

THE COURT: Defense, one through 12, any
chal | enges for cause?

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

First juror nunber one.

THE COURT: Tell me why?

MR. BLANCHE: Your Honor, juror nunber one in
answer to questions about opinions of President Trunp,
i ndi cated that she did not have any, and that whatever
opi ni ons she has, you know, did not rise to the level of not
being fair and inpartial, she can decide fairly.

Juror nunber one has a series of extraordinarily
hosti | e Facebook posts.

THE COURT: Can | see then?

(Wher eupon, the docunents were handed to the
Judge)

THE COURT: | amnot sure was | handed the right
t hi ng?

MR BLANCHE: Pardon ne?

Yes, Your Honor, | can put sone context around it.

THE COURT: Just so the record shows, | was handed
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a sheet that appears to have, and | apologize if | use the
wrong term nol ogy, please correct me if | do, two screen
grabs. The first one depicts a nunber of people in what

| ooks |i ke sonme sort of ocular location, at the top it says,
"I had to get in the car to spread the honking cheer".
"There is an actual dance party at 96th Street".

Then beneath that is another screen grab that
| ooks like it m ght have been taken froma fire escape of
sone sort.

Are we all |ooking at the same thing?

MR STEINGLASS: | amnot | ooking at anything.

MR BLANCHE: Sorry.

THE COURT: It appears to be | ooking across to
another building and it says "Ckay, so | have been in the
m ddl e of the ocean for the | ast week, what is going on".

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

So those two posts are on the day of the election.
It was shortly after it was announced that President Trunp
had | ost the el ection.

So the first post says, there is a full out party,
and the rest of the post she had to get in the car and
spread the honking cheer, it is a full on dance party at
96th Street.

| mean that is sonebody who is actively --

THE COURT: Were does it refer here to your
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client or to the election?

MR. BLANCHE: | nmean it is the date at the top,
Your Honor, the date that it was posted.

It is clear fromthe video, we can pull up the
video if Your Honor wants, it is clear fromthe video it is
a celebration of the results of the el ection.

THE COURT: Peopl e?

MR STEINGLASS: This seens to ne to be
ridiculous. A juror, even if this is the juror's, which we
have no idea how it is because we don't know how t hey
conducted this research, that they appear to have conduct ed,
there is no reference at all to any anti Trunp bias.

THE COURT: Show me the bias, show ne? | am

serious. | amsorry, | don't nmean to be signaling for you
to sit, | amtrying to understand howis this that |I am
| ooki ng at here, how does that call into question what the

juror said when that juror was answering questions?

MR BLANCHE: When the question was asked, what is
your opinion not about the facts of this case, but what is
your opinion of the defendant, of President Trunp, is there
anyt hing we shoul d know about your opinion? The juror
answered no. And fair, this has nothing to do with whether
t hey happen to vote or not vote for President Trump. It is
sonebody that thought it significant and inportant enough

when President Trunp lost the election to not only take
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vi deo, but post on Facebook the fact that they were
celebrating, and there was a cel ebration of his loss. Not
only just celebrations fromtheir house, they actually were
getting in the car and spreadi ng the honki ng cheer.

If you step back fromthis case, Your Honor,

i magi ne a regul ar case.

THE COURT: Hold on a second, can you play this
for me so | can see it in context?

MR BLANCHE: Pardon ne?

THE COURT: Can you play what you are descri bing
for me so | can see it in context?

MR BLANCHE: W shoul d be able to, Your Honor.

| amworried about the juror's name.

THE COURT: W don't want to give out the juror's
nane, so bring it up here to the bench so | can look at it.

Peopl e, you can cone up as well.

Can we turn off the screen and | eave the vol une
on, thank you.

W are turning off the screen.

So you can just play it so we can all see it.

MR BLANCHE: W are getting it, Your Honor, we
are being careful not to go on the website to not violate
any rul es.

One second.

THE COURT: How many of these do you have for
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cause?

MR. BLANCHE: Four, there are four -- sorry, there
are five, four for the first 12.

THE COURT: Wile we wait for it to be set up, how
have you confirmed this is the juror's account?

MR BLANCHE: Sinply through open source using the
juror's nane.

THE COURT: So just based on the name?

M5. NECHELES: Her picture.

MR. BLANCHE: Not just based on the nane,
confirmng with informati on provided and face as well.

THE COURT: Confirm ng what has been provided?

MR. BLANCHE: For exanple, information provided by
the juror, the way she | ooks and nane.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Can we get this going?

MR BLANCHE: Your Honor, may | approach and show
it on this?

THE COURT: Al right.

Let the record reflect that counsel is attenpting
to play a video for me. It looks like it is the second
video that | referred to earlier

| don't hear anything or see anything.

(Wher eupon, the afornmentioned vi deotape was pl ayed

up at the bench)
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THE COURT: So | hear what sounds |ike a cowbell,

hear peopl e cheering.

And what is the date on this video again?

MR. BLANCHE: It is Novenber 7th of 2020, Your
Honor .

THE COURT: |Is that the date after the el ection?

M5. NECHELES: The el ection was not decided for a
coupl e of days, that was the day it was decided. That was
the parties that were going on in the streets after it was
deci ded.

THE COURT: This is taking way too |ong.

| definitely want to hear you out on this and I
want to give this as nuch weight as | can possibly give it,
but we cannot take this long with each of the four, you need
a better system

M5. NECHELES: The other things we have printed
out, the others are nmuch nore inflammatory, but we have
print outs for them

THE COURT: Let ne see.

MR. BLANCHE: It is |oading.

(Wher eupon, the aformentioned vi deotape was pl ayed
up at the bench)

THE COURT: Al right.

M5. NECHELES: Can | just note this is a worman who

specifically said --
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THE COURT: We will go back to your tables.

Yes, Ms. Nechel es, you were saying.

M5. NECHELES: This is a woman who specifically
sai d she had never attended an anti Trunp rally or canpaign
This is clearly an anti Trunp event that she is out
cel ebrating and partying.

THE COURT: Look, it would appear that, |
certainly agree with you that it would appear to be, we
don't know that for a fact right now, not based on the
i nformati on we have right now, nor do we know she was there.
There is nothing depicting her there. | agree there is
enough there for us to want to | ook further.

Peopl e?

MR STEINGLASS: Judge, if that is your decision
amcertainly not going to try to persuade you ot herw se.

But to me this is nothing of the sort, this is not
arally, this is sonebody filmng other people celebrating
froma renote di stance, maybe cel ebrating the el ection,
probably it is celebrating the election results.

| fail to see how a juror videotaping other people
celebrating the election results sonmehow i ndi cates an anti
Trunp bias that she did not reveal during questioning. In
fact, she said the exact opposite during questioning.

THE COURT: It may not, it may not, and we don't

even know she filned this, sonebody nmay have sent it to her
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and she posted it.

There is enough questions here that | think in
order to ensure that there is finality with this case
whenever we do get done with it, we just want to clarify
this. | amgoing to ask her to cone in and | will allow you
to ask her questions about it.

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: If you can bring in the juror who was
seated in seat number one, that is B-133.

Before she comes in, | don't want this to be a
cross exam nation. What | want it to be, | want you to
clarify what this is and give her the opportunity to explain
why it is inconsistent or is consistent with whatever she
sai d when she was in the jury box. It is not an opportunity
to conduct another voir dire with her.

| amsatisfied that you gave nme enough here that
we need to look into it.

I ambringing a juror in and that is what we are
goi ng to do, okay.

(Wher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
stepped into the courtroon

THE COURT: | thank you for com ng back in, we
just wanted to clarify sonmething. Counsel has sone follow
up questions for you.

Go ahead.
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MR. BLANCHE: Thank you.

So we had a question about a Facebook post around
the time of the 2000 el ecti on.

THE COURT: What year?

MR BLANCHE: The 2020 el ecti on.

And it appears fromthe Facebook post, although it
is not clear that you had recorded, a video had been
recorded of a celebration maybe around 96th Street, and
there were a couple of videos, and we wanted to understand
or just ask you about those.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Uhm | think | went to npve
the car to alternate side parking or sonething |ike that and
there were people dancing in the street and stuff. And
maybe | was, | don't know where | was going, | do renenber
being in the car and | do renmenber people dancing in the
street and honking the horns. It rem nded me of the 7:00
cheer for the healthcare workers which we did for a very
long time with ny kids out on the fire escape, and it just
was |ike a New York City cel ebratory nonent.

| think that is the one you are tal king about.

MR BLANCHE: | think you are right.

It looked Iike I think it was you who posted, it
was a celebration in New York Cty with a heart and
excl amation point, that you had to get in the car to spread

t he honki ng cheer.
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THE COURT: Counsel, we are tal king about two

di fferent videos and each one has its own caption. So just
be cl ear about which caption refers to each video.

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

One of the captions where it appeared that you
were recording -- there was a video being recorded from
i nsi de suggested there was a full on celebration in New York
Cty with exclamation point and a heart.

The ot her one which appeared to be from when you
were possibly in the car, was that you had to get in the car
to spread the honking cheer. It is a full on dance party at
96th Street.

And | guess the question is, whether you were
witing that and sonmething about it, what you renenber about
it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | nean | can only say what |
just said before, that it seened |ike a cel ebratory nonment
in New York City, | know you are part of history, and yeah,
Il mean | think that was it, | think.

| don't know if | amallowed to speak further?

THE COURT: Sure, go ahead.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: The question was not or maybe
it was already asked of nme, | think to the point that I
under stand the question, you are asking to see if | have

bi ases that |ead ne one way or the other, | assunme that is
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where the question cones from | understand that bias
exists, | understand inplicit bias exists, we are aware of
it or not. | very very strongly believe that regardl ess of

ny thoughts about anyone or anything or political feelings
or convictions, that the job of a juror is to understand the
facts of the trial and to be the judge of those facts.

| ove the way you phrased it. | have never been on a jury
before, | never had this experience, | have never been in a

courtroomlike this before. That is thoroughly absolutely

nmy belief.

So yesterday when peopl e wal ked out because they
t hought they couldn't, | don't believe that about nyself at
all. So yes.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Anything el se before | ask the juror to step out?

MR, BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, | appreciate you
com ng in.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
left the courtroom

THE COURT: Before we continue | want to put
sonet hing on the record.

So M. Blanche, while the juror was at the podium
maybe 12 feet fromyour client, your client was audibly

uttering sonething, | don't know exactly what he was
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uttering, he was audi bly gesturing, speaking in the
direction of the juror. | won't tolerate that. | wll not
have any jurors intimdated in this courtroom | want to
make that crystal clear

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Take a m nute, speak to your client
about it.

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

(Wher eupon, there was a brief conference

bet ween defense counsel and the defendant)

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: What is your argunment on this?

MR. BLANCHE: Your Honor, as the Court is aware,
there is a different standard when a juror's potential bias
is sonmething fromother than the case. The Court of Appeals
Peopl e v Torpe, 63 Ny2d 361, 1984 states: "Therefore, where
a potential juror's actual bias is caused by a highly
unfavorabl e i npression of the defendant's overall reputation
or character, the test for whether such bias has been
overcome by declaration is even stricter than where the
juror has expressed an opinion as to the defendant's guilt".

So the case at large, in a case such as the
present one, talking about the case, the prospective juror
shoul d be dism ssed if there appears to be any possibility

that his inpressions of the defendant m ght influence his
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verdi ct.

And so it is in our view easy to say |, you know,
| can be fair and inpartial. That is not what the | aw says,
it says if there is any possibility.

In a normal case, Your Honor, where any potenti al
juror who is posting sonething -- | have a copy of the case,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: It's fine.

MR BLANCHE: | should have offered it.

MR STEINGLASS: Can | have it?

MR, BLANCHE: Sure.

In a normal case if we are tal ki ng about posting
about a defendant on soneone's Facebook, it wouldn't. Here
we are trying to rehabilitate a juror that has said about
the election, which is the People's view not of the election
she is tal king about, the People's theory of the case has to
do with President Trunp attenpting to conmt this crime in
order to influence the election.

This is not just her posting a video, she is
conmenting about it as well. There is no scenario under
whi ch given the comment, the Facebook post, and the | aw
which is that any possibility that his inpressions of the
def endant might influence in this case her verdict, she nust
be di sm ssed.

THE COURT: Let ne hear fromthe People.
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MR STEINGLASS: Not withstanding the propriety of

trolling the internet |ooking for any kind of interpreting
this as any kind of appropriate inquiry into a juror who has
not expressed any bias, let me first point out that the case
that counsel is referring to refers to jurors that have a
hi ghly unfavorabl e overall inpression of the defendant.
This juror has said nothing |ike that, she does not have to
be rehabilitated, she has not endorsed that at all. Her
answers to the questions were very clear, she understood
what was being asked of her, if she had strong feelings
about M. Trunp one way or the other.

| fail to see how we are even having this

conversation where a juror --

THE COURT: | will not go back and forth, this is
not going to turn into an appellate argunment here. | heard
what you had to say, | amlistening to the People, then |I am

going to rule.

MR STEINGLASS: What | was saying was, | fail to
see how posting a video of other people celebrating and even
indicating a favorable view of other people cel ebrating,
inmplicates this juror's ability to be fair.

As we have said, this case is not about politics,
peopl e coul d have favorable or unfavorable views of M.
Trunp, and the question is whether they could be fair and

inmpartial jurors. | don't even think that based on the
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record that you have in front of you that you coul d concl ude
t hat anyone could conclude that she has an unfavorabl e

opi nion, much less a highly unfavorable overall inpression
based on this record.

THE COURT: | agree, there is no need for
rehabilitation. What | did was brought the juror in to give
you an opportunity to explore this.

| don't want a juror on this panel who lies to us.
| don't want a juror on this panel who msleads us as to his
or her views about your client and opinions about your
client. For that reason | did want to hear fromthis juror.

The juror came in, she was confronted with both of
t hese and she provided what | believe were reasonabl e
expl anati ons for both.

The second one, by the way, clearly was taken from
a fire escape. She referred to the fact that they
celebrated the first responders, healthcare workers, every
eveni ng beginning in March of 2020 or around the tinme of
Covid. Nowhere in here does it say, is there anything
posted that | find to be, | don't renenber what the term was
that you used, not offensive, | don't see anything here that
is offensive, that is why when | first |ooked at it | was
not sure you had given ne the right thing.

More inportantly, the juror stood here directly in

front of me and | was able to observe her deneanor, | was
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able to hear her voice, | was able to forman opinion as to
her credibility. And that juror |ooked ne right in the eye
and when she said she could be fair and inpartial, she neant
it.

Once a juror gives that quote unequivocal
assurance, then the trial court has discretion to deny the
challenge for cause if it determnes that the juror's
promise to be inpartial is credible. 1 find her to be
credible. That is People v Arnold 96 Ny2d 358 at 363, 729
New Yor k subsection 51.

Your challenge for cause as to this juror is
deni ed.

I wll mark this as Court Exhibit 1 and we wll
make it part of the file.

So the chal l enge for nunber one is denied.

Who i s your next one?

MR BLANCHE: Juror nunber two.

THE COURT: Tell me nore.

MR BLANCHE: | have sonething to hand up to the
Court.

(Wher eupon, the docunent was handed to the Court)

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR BLANCHE: | have redacted the juror's nane and
replaced it with B-38, Your Honor.

This is a post fromright during the conduct
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during the case, neaning right during the trial the People
are going to offer evidence around what was happening in the
Wi te House with President Trunp and M chael Cohen and he
wites, "Good news, Trunp lost his court battle and his

unl awful travel ban".

Then totally separate says "get himout and | ock
hi mup". "Watch out for stupid tweets by DIJT".

Agai n, in answering our questions he did not in
any way answer in the affirmative around a bias around
sonmething that could effect his ability to be fair and
i mpartial .

Look, in this case with this type of a tweet
saying "get himout and | ock himup", we cannot have a juror
like that on the jury, Your Honor.

THE COURT: People, do you want to be heard?

MR. STEING.ASS: First of all, | certainly think
it is worth bringing the juror in for further inquiry on
this point.

| am al so confused as to how the defense is

det er mi ni ng whose Facebook accounts this is, howthis

research was conducted. | don't see the nane, | see the
nanme bl acked out, which | understand why. | see a photo
that contains two people in the photo, I amnot sure what

t hat neans.

I think the first inquiry has to be, did this
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juror make this post. Then the second inquiry, does that
mean the juror cannot be a fair inpartial juror.

| do think it is worth bringing the juror in to
i nqui re about that.

MR. BLANCHE: On foundation, Your Honor, that is
fine. | want to make sure that we understand when this
juror was asked a question about President Trunmp, he said,
do not have a strong opinion of DJT, President Trunp, either
way. So to the extent the foundation is laid. W don't
t hi nk any other questions should be asked.

THE COURT: No, no, the foundation is laid, that
warrants further inquiry for sure, no question about that,
and we are going to conduct further inquiry.

But you actually touch on an inportant issue, that
is the question that you asked, what is your opinion of
Donald Trunmp, that is really a problematic question. There
was no objection so | did not rule onit. Really that is
just another way of saying, do you like or not |ike Donald
Trunp. The answer to that question could refer to the way
he dresses, the way he tal ks, whether he was a good
president or bad president, it could refer to anything. And
because it can refer to absolutely anything, we don't know
that it goes to the issue in the case.

So | woul d encourage you to avoid running into

t hese probl ens and perhaps getting nore direct answers from
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the jurors, to sharpen your question a little bit so it is
not so broad.

VWhat is your opinion? | really don't know.

MR BLANCHE: It is open ended for the reasons
Your Honor said, based on the way he is dressed, that is
certainly no reason for us to be concerned. But because of
who he is and who he has been to the Cty for the past many
years, past eight years, that is exactly what Torpe talks
about, that is exactly why we are asking open ended
questions, to identify an opinion or bias that does not have
to do with the guilt of the defendant in this case. So
there is a different standard.

THE COURT: | don't think that goes to an opi nion
or bi as.

But turning back to this, let's bring this juror
back in please, it is B-38.

VWhat kind of account was this, is this a Facebook
account ?

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: By the way, we are only taking
chal l enges for cause right now one through 12, not beyond
12.

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror

stepped into the courtroon
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THE COURT: Good afternoon, sir.

Thank you for com ng back in, we wanted to ask you
a follow up question.

M. Bl anche.

MR BLANCHE: Cood afternoon.

So we have a question about what we believe is a
Facebook post of yours from many years ago.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Ckay.

MR BLANCHE: | amjust going to, is it okay if |
show it to hinf

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BLANCHE: | will showit to you

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: If it is on ny account it has
to be nme. But | don't renenber what this is pertaining to.

MR BLANCHE: Sorry, did you say it is your
account or is not?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: It is ny account.

MR. BLANCHE: Sorry, | m sunderstood.

Do you have any recollection of putting this up on
Facebook?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | don't. But again, it is on
ny account so it has to be ne.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough.

Look, | think the question is, reading that, you

seemto express your views of President Trunp as a person
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tal ki ng about his character not politics, and asking whet her
you, reading that, whether you have an unfavorabl e opinion
of President Trunp's character or what your reaction to
readi ng this Facebook post, which admttedly is from 2017.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: At the tine if | did post it |
had strong feelings at the tine. Today, |like | said,
coul d be unbi ased and open about what we are tal king about
today. But you know, that was a place and tine.

THE COURT: Any follow up questions?

MR STEINGLASS: | little bit, if you don't m nd.

Do you feel that way now, do you feel, for
exanmple, that M. Trunp should be | ocked up?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: No -- well, unless you prove
your case in trial, then the judge decides, that is not ny
deci si on.

MR STEINGLASS: That is a good point, that is not
what | neant, but thank you for clarifying that.

Do you feel that -- do you have a highly
unfavorable view of M. Trunp as you stand here now?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No.

MR STEINGASS: |s there anything about your
previ ous post or your previous feelings from 2017 that woul d
mean that you could not set any feelings aside and give the
def endant and the People a perfectly fair trial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | can set all the prior
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feelings aside that you just nentioned.

MR STEINGLASS: And you don't endorse those
feelings currently?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No.

MR STEINGLASS: | amsorry, | don't nmean to --
but we have to have a clear answer, so what we really need
i s your unequivocal assurance that you could be fair and
inmpartial if you are selected as a juror to both sides.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | can be fair and inpartial to
bot h sides should you keep ne.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

You can step out.

(Wher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
left the courtroom

THE COURT: Al right, | had the opportunity to
hear the questions that were asked by both M. Bl anche and
M. Steinglass, | had the opportunity to observe the
prospective juror.

I wll just read the | anguage into the record
again. Good news exclamation mark, exclamation mark, Trunp
lost his court battle on his unlawful travel ban, three
exclamation marks. If it ended there | would not really
have a major problemwth it, but it continues and it says,
get himout and | ock hi m up.

So this is a person who has expressed, at |east at
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one time, it was several years ago, the desire that Donal d
Trunp be | ocked up. Everyone knows that if M. Trunp is
found guilty in this case he faces a potential jail
sentence, which would be lock up. | don't think that | can
allow this juror to remain.

I am going to grant your challenge for cause as to
juror nunber two.

Who is the next one?

MR. BLANCHE: This is juror nunber three, Your
Honor .

(Wher eupon, a docunment was handed to the Court)

THE COURT: Wbuld you like to describe what you
handed nme? It is two pages, it appears to be three nenes or
screen grabs.

Let me go ahead and describe it for the record
pl ease.

MR. BLANCHE: Just to be clear, we are talking
about juror 330.

This is screen grabs of her husband, not of her.
And the screen grabs, again they are three separate screen
grabs showi ng an anti Trunp bi as.

The first one, you know, is a video the Avengers
uni te agai nst Donald Trunp, then sonething el se.

The second is a picture of President Cbama and

President Trunp and it is from 2016, it says, | don't think
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this is what they neant orange is the new bl ack.

The third one from 2016 is just a nene of a
character holding President Trunp's head in their hands.

THE COURT: Sorry, the third one -- the first one
was | guess it is a character fromthe Sinpsons.

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: What is the nanme of this character?

MR BLANCHE: | do not know.

THE COURT: | don't know either.

He is holding what is supposed to be your client's
head. There are no words, there is nothing there but it
does show him-- | also note he appears to be wearing a nock
white shirt and nock red tie. That is dated March 3, 2016

Beneath that there is one i mage of Barack Oobama,
beneath that is an inmage of your client -- | apol ogize,
don't nmean to offend anyone, but it is inportant that we
make a cl ear record, the caption beneath it reads, | don't
think this is what they neant that orange is the new bl ack.
Again this is from March 23, 2016

The third one is a little bit nore difficult to
describe, it is a well known conedi an whose nane escapes ne.

Anybody know who that is?

M5. MANGOLD: Keegan M chael Peele.

THE COURT: It is just depicting himand it says

decisions in its history, you have a chance, you have an,
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t hen appears to be cut off. Beneath that sonebody wote,
t he Avengers unite against Donald Trunp, and to get Mark
Ruffal o naked. This is from Septenber 21, 2016

And it is fromthe juror's husband?

MR BLANCHE: Correct.

Qur question here is to follow up, it is not when
we ask questions during our voir dire about whether they
could be fair and inpartial and the questions that the Court
asked, and even the Peopl e asked, about other people in
their lives. Here you have a potential juror whose husband
is posting anti Trunp. We think it is appropriate to ask an
inquiry, even if not about these posts directly, of the
juror about whether she has any concerns about whether
famly is against or has serious views against the
defendant, right, which in a normal case this would be of
course an issue that you would inquire about.

THE COURT: Wy didn't you --

MR BLANCHE: Well, for the reason | said earlier,
we did not want to --

THE COURT: W are not going to keep going through
this, we are not going to go through the full panel then
break for an hour and 15 minutes and then cone back and have
argunment for what is going on now for 45 m nutes now, and
then hope to ever pick a jury, we will not, we are not going

to do that. |If you have the goods on sonebody, you need to
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politely respectfully figure out a way to confront themwth
it. | don't think you need to -- all you need to do is ask,
do you have any fam |y nenbers who feel a certain way? Wo
isit? And will that inpact upon you, will that effect your
ability to be fair and inpartial in this case?

Peopl e.

MR STEINGLASS: Well, of course we agree with
that. This is not even the juror who is being asked about
it.

Second of all, it is from 2016.

Third of all, if you look at all three of this in
context, it quite clearly is hunor, people post political
hunor all the tine, that is not a window into their sole.

That actually dovetails into nmy |ast point about
this, which is, |I think the problemw th using social nedia
posts, especially social nmedia posts fromseven or eight
years ago, as sone kind of litnus test for soneone's
deep-seated political feelings. People send photographs and
t hings on social nedia that are reposts of things on social
nmedia that seemto be funny at the tinme or they have an
opinion at the tinme, that is not necessarily as weighty as
i s being suggested that it is. That is a conceptual problem
with the whol e notion that sonething that sonmebody posts on
social nedia in a renote point intine is really a w ndow

into their current views and ability to be fair for the
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ot her reasons that Your Honor nentioned and | nentioned.

| don't think it is even necessary to make further
inquiry with this juror.

THE COURT: | will not nmake further inquiry.
There are posts fromnore than ei ght years ago not invol ving
the juror, involving the juror's husband. And honestly, if
this is the worst thing that you were able to find about
this juror, that her husband posted this hunor, albeit not
very good hunor, from eight years ago, then it gives ne
confidence that this juror can be fair and inpartial.

| deny your chall enge for cause to nunber three.

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Who is your nunber four?

MR. BLANCHE: The next one is juror numnber siXx,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Tell nme about that one?

MR BLANCHE: Can | have one nonment with the
Peopl e.

(Wher eupon, there was a brief conference

bet ween defense counsel and the prosecution)

THE COURT: | observe that counsel is conferring
with the DA s.

I am bei ng handed a sheet, bear with me a second
as | try to understand it. | have been handed a sheet that

seens to contain three different posts.
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The first one says, want to beat Trunmp in 2024,

hel p fund the | ocal organizing groups who can turn out the
exact voter.

Beneath that there appears to be sone sort of
display table with a Biden Harris poster on it, some other
political displays also displaying Biden Harris.

And the third one is a photograph of the defendant
and above it says, Trunp indicted in docunments case.

MR BLANCHE: Just so Your Honor to conplete that
| ast one, the juror wote, "no one is above the law' to the
right of it.

THE COURT: Yes, thank you.

MR BLANCHE: Two additional issues.

The juror also has an Al video which we can show
the Court that was posted, it is a one minute and 30 second
video, it is titled, I AmDunb As Fuck Trump. And it goes
on for a mnute. It is a parody video that nocks President
Trunp the whole tine.

THE COURT: Do you have the date of when that was
post ed?

MR. BLANCHE: | will get that date, Your Honor.

Moreover, this juror on Facebook in response to an
article about the nore than half, he posted the article --
no, sorry, sonmeone posted the article about yesterday's

proceedi ngs, including the 96 jurors, and asked whether he
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was a juror. He said, can't comment. And the response was
juror's name, understood. And then another question from
anot her Facebook friend asked, did you get picked? To which
he said, | have to return tonorrow.

And the video, the Al video | spoke about was
posted on March 27th of this year. And we can play it for
Your Honor.

THE COURT: | don't think that is necessary.

Peopl e, what is your position on this?

MR STEINGLASS: Well, | think there are two
separate clains they are making. The first relates to the
posts from yesterday, which don't seemviolative of the
Court's orders at all, it is perfectly appropriate to tel
people you are on jury duty. It is also appropriate to say,
| cannot discuss anything about the case. Wich sounds |ike
that is what the juror did. |In response to, did you get
pi cked? The juror said, have to go back tomorrow. So it
sounds like, if anything, the juror is honoring Your Honor's
instructions not to discuss the case. That is not even
worthy of further inquiry, as far as | am concerned.

But the video raises a couple of questions. First
of all, is it his account?

Second of all, did he make the video or just
repost it?

And third of all, does it speak to any bias?
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I think we have to make inquiry about that.

MR BLANCHE: Judge, just to nmake sure which juror
this was, there was extensive colloquy between nyself and
this juror just asking repeatedly for himto tal k about his
views of President Trunp. And not only did he not discuss
his views, he actually affirmatively refused and nmade it
clear in his view his views had nothing to do with this
case. That is not the law. W have a right to know his
views. W have a right to explore his views. | don't know
that a juror can say, | will not tell you ny views because
inny viewny views don't matter

Now we know why he did not tell us his views, it
is pretty obvious fromhis postings. April 9th --

THE COURT: | hear you.

First of all, you said a juror cannot just say, |
amnot going to tell you ny views. This goes back to that
question, it is a very open ended question, what is your
opinion? | think a juror can say in response to that, | am
not going to tell you ny views. | think if you had asked a
di fferent question, then you had objected when he said,
really want himto answer, | think you woul d have had a
better leg to stand on.

However, | think there is enough here that we need
to bring himin and | would like to confirmthis is his

account and ask if he posted this.
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MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's bring B-113.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
stepped into the courtroon

THE COURT: Good afternoon, sir.

Thank you for com ng back in.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Thank you.

THE COURT: W just wanted to follow up with a
coupl e of questions.

M. Bl anche.

MR BLANCHE: Cood afternoon.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  CGood afternoon.

MR BLANCHE: | will just show you sonethi ng and
ask you, is that fromyour account?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: That is from ny Facebook
account. | sell buttons on the street corner of 86th and
Col umbus to raise noney for a pack that supports grass roots
organi zations that bring out the vote across the country,
just bring out the vote, there is not a specific party.

MR BLANCHE: What type of organization, what are
t he nanmes of sone of the organizations?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Movenent For Voters.

MR BLANCHE: Any others, are there any other
organi zati ons other than the Mywvenent For Voters that you

support with the button efforts?
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR As far as things |ike, no,

that | give noney to, no.

MR BLANCHE: Thank you.

| will show you anot her post.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Sure.

MR BLANCHE: Show ng you a posting from March
27th. Is that, did you post that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, it was just sonething
that | reposted.

MR BLANCHE: So you did not create that but you
reposted it on that date on March 27t h?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yes. And as | stated before,
nmy opi nion of what | think of the defendant outside of this
room has nothing to do with the nmerits of the case.

MR BLANCHE: So sir, just to test that a little
bit. D dyou watch this before you posted it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't think | did.

MR BLANCHE: You just reposted it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think so.

MR BLANCHE: Wy?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  Probably because if | did
watch it, | honestly don't remenber if | did or not, it may
have been on sonebody's page that | know who | trust that |
t hought it would be funny. | did not -- | don't recal

wat ching it.
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THE COURT: Anything else fromthe People?

MR STEINGLASS: |Is it okay?

THE COURT: If you have a questi on.

MR STEINGLASS: |s there anything about that
video -- let nme ask you this. Do you have a highly
unfavorabl e overal |l inpression of Donald Trunp?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: Asking directly I would have
to say that politically, yes, | do.

MR STEI NGLASS: kay, thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir, you can step out.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Thank you.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
left the courtroom

THE COURT: Just so you know, the overflow roomis
expressing sone frustration. Wen we don't use the mc they
don't hear us. So let's nake sure that we al ways use the
mc.

I would not have a problemw th each of these
posts in and of itself, and possibly even all three in their
totality. However, view ng the prospective juror's answers
in conjunction with his post and with these here and sone of
t he answers that he gave, | amhaving a hard tinme crediting
his responses. |If | cannot credit a juror's responses, then
we cannot have himon the jury.

So |l will grant the challenge for cause as to
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nunber si x.

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you.

Can | just have 20 seconds with ny teamto nake
sure that | did not m ss anything?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Wher eupon, there was a brief conference between
t he defense team

MR BLANCHE: For one through 12 that is all the
for cause.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Looki ng at one through 12. People, any perenptory
chal | enges?

MR. STEI NGLASS: Yes, Judge.

The Peopl e nove to strike seat nunber seven, that
is juror B-14. Seat nunber eight, that is juror nunber
B-285. And seat nunber 11, that is juror nunmber B-402.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Looki ng through 12, do you have any perenptory
chal | enges?

MR. BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor, President Trunp
strikes seat number one. Let ne just get ny ducks in a row

THE COURT: That woul d be B-123?

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

Seat nunber three, which is |I believe B-330. Seat

nunber five, which is B-193. Then seat number ten, which is
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B- 158, | am confirm ng.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you.

THE COURT: That's it?

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

THE COURT: Ckay.

So seat nunber four, B-400, becomes juror nunber
one and our foreperson.

Seat nunber nine, B-280, becones juror numnber two.

And seat nunber 12, B-381, becones juror nunber
t hree.

Looki ng now at seats 13 through 18.

Peopl e, are there any chall enges for cause?

MR. STEI NGLASS: No, Judge.

THE COURT: Does the defense have any chal | enges
for cause?

MR. BLANCHE: We do, Your Honor, we have one.

THE COURT: Ckay.

| have been handed two pages that contain three
posts. Again, | apologize for the attenpt at hunor, but it
is inmportant we nmake a clear record.

So the first page at the top has severa
phot ographs, it appears to depict some young nmen on the
left, a photo of the defendant and underneath the photo of

t he defendant a photo of the Wite House. It says, Trunp
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invites Thai boys to Wite House. Boys request to return to
cave.

Beneath that there is another photograph, | cannot
really make out what it says. Can you read it into the
record, M. Blanche? | can read republicans projected to
pi ck up 70 seats in prison.

MR. BLANCHE: That's correct, it appears to be
dated, | apol ogize for the print quality, August 8, 2018.
And it is the Borowitz Report not the news. Republicans
expected to pick up 70 seats in prison. Then the bol ded
title then below that it says, according to these
projections republicans are running for prison especially
well in districts and then it continues on. But that is al
that the post shows.

THE COURT: This is seat 16, right, B-128?

MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: The next one appears to be a
phot ograph of sonme sort of parody of Space Wars, instead of
Space Wars or Star Wars it says Space Force and it says the
new Star Wars team it depicts your client and several other
wel | known republicans.

Make your record.

MR BLANCHE: Both sides had a fair amount of
colloquy with the juror in seat nunber 16. She said such

things like she lost sleep last night trying to think about
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whet her she could be fair and inpartial. She expressed
sonme, not sone hesitation, | think a fair anount of
hesitati on about reaching that conclusion. And we believe
t hat we understand now why potentially we think we should
i nqui re about these posts. And she did nmake reference that
she thought she probably had posts on Facebook but says she
did not renenber. | amnot sure if she said exactly that,
but said she was not sure exactly what was on Facebook.
Certainly these types of posts nocking President
Trunp, again although it is historical, this case is
historical. So it is not the typical situation where you

say, this was a post that was six years ago. The evidence

at trial will be fromsix years ago. So the same tweets and
the sanme issues, Kelly Ann Conway will be a witness -- not a
Wi tness, sorry, not going to be a witness, wll be

referenced at trial.

THE COURT: This was fromsix years ago.

Peopl e, would you like to be heard?

MR STEINGLASS: | suppose it is worth making
further inquiry of the juror given Your Honor's previous
ruling, so we do that.

Not hi ng struck ne here as anything other than
hunor .

THE COURT: Let's bring in juror B-128.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
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stepped into the courtroon

THE COURT: CGood afternoon.

Thank you for com ng back in. W just have a
coupl e of follow up questions.

M. Bl anche.

MR BLANCHE: | will talk into the m crophone to
make sure everybody can hear.

I will share sonething that we believe is from
your Facebook but we want to confirm

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: (Ckay, it mght be from
I nst agram

MR. BLANCHE: You could be correct, it could be
Instagram | amnot positive, it is several years old.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  When was this, 20187

Yeah, | would like to say | renmenber posting this,
but I do not. | amperfectly willing to admt that | m ght
have done that. |If you | ook at ny social nedia you can see

there is very little on there that | post now that has
anything to do with politics, it got too vitriolic for
peopl e, people that I known for years, | don't want to do
t hat .

So yeah, | may have posted this, but | learned a
good |l esson fromit.

MR BLANCHE: Just to make sure | understand. |Is

t hat your Facebook header, does it |look famliar to you?
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PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Yes, it is. This little thing

here, that is ny -- is that ny, | think that is nmy -- wait,
wait, | guess it is, yeah. | have ny phone here if you
wanted to look. It is not ny picture, but it is nmy social
nedia. It looks like there is Central Park, | nean FDR

Drive, that picture | took, yeah, yeah. So probably is
mne, but | don't remenber.

MR BLANCHE: It is froma long tinme ago, as you
just said. The reason why we wanted, all of us wanted to
follow up with you, is to understand when we were talking
with you there was sone, you know, you said | think you had
to sleep on it to make sure you could be fair and inpartial.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | did not have to sleep on it
about being inpartial, | slept onit in terns of seriousness
of what is going on in this room it was not that | could
not be inpartial, I know | can. But this is, like there is
like there is like a bigger weight on this than there is in
other trials. Not that it is less inportant for anybody,
but this is, you know, this is like a bigger deal in the
grander schene of things.

But yeah, this is probably m ne.

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you.

Just the final question is having kind of
appreciating it is froma long tinme ago, having | ooked at

that and taking a look at it, does that change any of the
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things that you said earlier today on the questionnaire or
even right now?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: What do you nean?

MR. BLANCHE: | nmean we use the termrefresh your
recoll ection. So |ooking at a docunent from sonething that
you posted from many years ago and thi nki ng about your
answer to the questionnaire and the questions and ny
qguestions and the People's questions, is there anything that
you woul d change in your answer after having reviewed that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: I n ny answer today, no. |
think | feel the sane way, | feel that politically we have
bi g di sagreenents, your client and nyself. There are
certain things he said that | don't care for. But that --
|ots of people say things | don't care for. But when | cane
in here, that can't count, that has to go away, it just has
to be whatever the facts are on the table before me. And |
don't think I will -- | don't know what to say.

THE COURT: People, do you have any follow up
guestions?

MR STEI NGLASS: One quick question.

Do you have any doubt in your ability to do that,
to base your decision solely on the evidence that is brought
forth during this trial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No, | don't have any doubt, |

really don't.
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MR STEI NGLASS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Ma'am do you have any recollection
about any of these three posts?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR: | renenber seeing this one,

t his one.

THE COURT: Hold on a second pl ease.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  You know, | do like satire and
cartoons and irony, but | don't renenber, and | do read the
Borowitz Report, | find himvery funny and | renenber the
i ssue, sort of.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am you can step out.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Thank you.

MR. BLANCHE: Thank you.

(Wnher eupon, the aforenenti oned prospective juror
left the courtroom

THE COURT: So al though she has no recollection of
havi ng posted the first two, possibly the third one, she
does not deny that this is probably her account. She
i ndi cates that she enjoys satire. In fact, she refers to
the Borowitz Report.

Do you want to bring this all together?

MR. BLANCHE: Yes, please, Your Honor.

I think her answer at the end, her answers at the
end are instructive. W are trying to -- again, we may be

in an alternate universe because President Trunp is known to
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everybody, but when trying to nmake sure we have a juror,
even though they say they could be fair and inpartial in the
same sentence as | don't agree with himpolitically, | don't
agree with a lot of things he said, but I wll be able to
separate that. That cannot be true, it cannot be true that
-- | nean you are raising your eyebrows, Your Honor, but if
you think about it, the testinmony at trial will be in large
part around the election and then the first year that
President Trunmp is in office. So politics and whether a
juror likes what President Trunp says is part of this case.
Wiy take the chance, | nmean the cases that we are thinking
about and we | ook to about being sure, being sure that you
have a juror that is fair and inpartial. 1In this case when
you have sonebody that said they already have to think about
and tal ked about it a fair anount before, just said they do
not like the politics or some things that the defendant
says, then we have the postings, albeit old and satirical,
but very critical of President Trunp.

THE COURT: | amjust obviously | did not |ook at
her page, your teamdid. WAs there anything else in there
that was also satire unrelated to M. Trunp?

MR. BLANCHE: One second, Your Honor.

M5. NECHELES: From a quick | ook, Your Honor, no,
dancing, flowers, famly, famly, it is not satire.

MR STEINGLASS: Unlike the juror who we | et go
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because he said he wanted to see M. Trunp | ocked up, and
for whomit was certainly arguable that the juror had a
hi ghly unfavorabl e overall inpression of M. Trunmp. This
juror said nothing of the sort. She didn't even say she did
not |like him she did not express anything bad about him
ot her than the fact she disagrees with some of his policies
and some of the things he said, and she disagrees wth
things that lots of people said. That she could be a fair
and inpartial juror. There is nothing even kind of to
suggest that she has a deep-seated anti Trunp sentinent or
di slikes himas a person.

So | don't think this is even close to a cause
chal | enge.

THE COURT: | tend to agree with the People.
These are three posts, they are all fairly characterized as
satire | believe, none of them expresses any of the
sentiments we saw in some of the others, a desire to see
your client |ocked up or beheaded or anything of that
nature. It is three posts that have to do with satire.

She was pretty open and honest that she has
di sagreenents with his political views on many issues. But
again, as you agreed, the question is not whether soneone
agrees with your client politically or not, the question is
whet her or not they can be fair and inpartial, | don't want

to put words in your nouth.
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| don't believe this calls for a cause chall enge.
So your challenge for cause is denied.

MR. BLANCHE: Even the statenents though, it is
not just politics, also things that President Trunp says.

It is not just that sinply saying | ama denocrat is not
enough, we appreciate the courts decision on that, that is
not what she said. She also says, | don't |ike sonme of the
t hings he says, that is a different sort.

THE COURT: | imagi ne he says thing about his
political views and his political decisions, right. It is
not surprising that she does not |ike sonme of his political
Vi ews.

MR BLANCHE: There are a lot of political speak.

THE COURT: Hold on.

It is not surprising that she would not |ike sone
of the things he says.

MR BLANCHE: That is not the issue. W have a
def endant who potentially has a juror that is not struck for
cause who has said, | don't Iike sone of the things that
t hat man has said.

THE COURT: Your record is nade.

MR. BLANCHE: So that in and of itself, Your
Honor, runs afoul of, especially when it has nothing do with
the fact of the case, the Court of Appeals said that you

have to hold that type of juror to a nuch higher standard,
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and we are not doing that.

THE COURT: | disagree. Your challenge for cause
as to this juror is denied.

Looki ng now at seats 13 through 18.

Peopl e, are there any perenptory chal |l enges?

MR STEI NGLASS: Yes, Judge, the People strike
juror nunmber 15, or seat nunber 15, juror nunber B-146.

THE COURT: Ckay.

MR STEINGLASS: That's all.

THE COURT: Ckay.

How about for the defense?

MR BLANCHE: We strike juror number 13, B-292.
And juror nunber 16, B-128. That's it.

THE COURT: That's it?

MR. BLANCHE: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Ckay.

Seat nunber 14, B-89, becones juror nunber four.

Seat nunber 17, juror B-74, becones juror nunber
five.

And seat nunber 18, juror B-297, becones juror
nunber si Xx.

Before we bring themin, | want to |let you know
that we are trying to sort out different things at the sanme
time as far as jury selection. W had a panel waiting al

day, as you know we will not neet tonorrow and we have a
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fresh panel comng in Thursday. The problemis that if we
wait for that panel on Thursday, we will not start until
about 11:00 again by the tinme that everything gets sorted
out. So what | amtrying to work out is to have this panel
that is here get sworn in this afternoon and have them cone
back Thursday at 9:30 so we can shave off a couple of hours.

| amtaking ny |lead fromthe sergeant, and by the
way, the officers, everyone is just really doing an amazi ng
job juggling and coordinating with the Secret Service, and
everybody else is doing an amazing job. | amtaking ny |ead
fromthemwhen we can take certain jurors fromover here and
when we have to bring them here, just letting you know.

Right now !l wll ask these jurors to cone back
Monday at 9:30, with the caveat that coul d change dependi ng
on how long it takes and depending on who el se we select on
this jury, if there is anyone that needs the day off for
Passover, that coul d possibly change.

Any thoughts about that?

MR STEINGASS: | think that sounds fine.

MR BLANCHE: No objection.

THE COURT: Al right, so let's bring in the six
jurors that have been selected -- actually, they should al
sit in the audience, they should all sit in the audi ence and
we will call the ones that have been sel ected.

(Wher eupon, the panel of prospective jurors
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entered the courtroon

THE COURT: Jurors, first thank you very nuch for
your patience, | know that took a |l ot |onger than we
expected. The clerk of the court will call out a few ball ot
nunbers. |If your nane is called, please cone up with your
bel ongi ngs, the court officer will show you where to sit.
Your seat may be different now than it was before, this wll
be your permanent seat for the duration of the trial.

So please listen for your nunber

COURT CLERK: Seat nunber one will be B-400.

Juror nunber two is B-280

Juror nunber three is B-381

Juror nunber four is B-89.

Juror nunber five is B-374.

And juror nunber six is B-297.

THE COURT: If you are one of the six jurors who
have not yet had the opportunity to sit in the jury box,
pl ease remain in the seat.

If you are one of the jurors who was in the jury
box and your name was not called, you can step out and
pl ease follow the instructions of the court officers.

COURT CLERK: Are the remaining jurors
satisfactory to the Peopl e?

MR. STEI NGLASS:. Yes, they are.

COURT CLERK: Def ense?
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MR BLANCHE: Yes, Your Honor.

COURT CLERK: WI I the unsworn jurors please rise
and rai se your right hand.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat you will try
the case of the People of the State of New York agai nst
Donald Trunmp in a fair inpartial manner and to the best of
your ability render a true verdict according to the |aw and
evi dence, do you swear or affirnf

JURORS:  Yes.

COURT CLERK: Thank you, you may be seat ed.

THE COURT: Jurors, as you can see you are the
first six jurors selected for this trial. W need to sel ect
six nore jurors to conplete the 12, then we are al so going
to select sone alternate jurors, right now | amthinking
per haps about six. W don't know exactly how long that wll
take, but for the tine being | will ask you to please cone
back for opening statenments or first nmy instructions then
openi ng statenents on Monday at 9:30. |If there is any
change, if we are delayed or if things run any |onger than
we anticipate, you will hear fromus and we will let you
know so you don't have to conme Monday norni ng unnecessarily.

So you are going to go in the back with the court
officer and clerk, we will give you our contact information,
we will take your contact information. Again, if you are

going to be del ayed for any reason, please give us a call to
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| et us know so that we can | et everybody el se know and we
can minimze everyone el se's inconvenience.

As you have seen already, it takes a little while
to get in the building. So in order for us to start at
9:30, you need to arrive downstairs at nine at the | atest,
probably earlier than that.

You heard ne give you sone instructions before,
will give themto you again. And | apol ogi ze now, because
you are going to hear these instructions many many tinmes
during the course of the trial. | amrequired by law to
read themto you, so please bear with ne.

| ask you to please not converse either anong
yoursel ves or with anyone el se about anything related to the
case. You may tell the people with whomyou |ive and your
enpl oyer that you are a juror, and give theminformation
about when you will be required to be in court. But you may
not talk with them or anyone el se about anything related to
t he case

Do not at any time during the trial request,
accept, agree to accept or discuss with any person the
recei pt or acceptance of any paynent or benefit in return
for supplying any information concerning the trial.

You nmust pronptly report directly to ne any
incident within your know edge involving an attenpt by any

person inproperly to influence you or any nenber of the
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jury.

Do not visit or view any of the |ocations
di scussed in the testinony.

Do not use Coogle Earth or any other program or
device to search for any other |ocation

Do not read, view or listen to any accounts or
di scussions of the case reported by newspapers, television,
radi o, internet or any other news nedi a.

And do not attenpt to research any fact, issue or
law related to the case, whether by discussion with others,
by research in a library or on the internet or by any other
means or source.

Again, in this age of instant electronic
communi cation and research, | enphasize that in addition to
not conversing face to face with anyone about the case, you
must not conmmuni cate with anyone about the case by any ot her
nmeans, including by tel ephone, text nessages, E-nmumils, chat
room bl ogs and social websites.

These rul es are designed to help guarantee a fair
and orderly trial and our |aw accordingly does set forth
serious consequences if the rules are not followed. | trust
that you will follow these rules.

One other instruction, again, if you happen to see
me or the attorneys or anybody el se that you recogni ze out

in the hallways, please do not be offended if we don't greet
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you or talk to you, we are just trying to conply with our
et hi cal obligations and avoid even the appearance of
i mpropriety.

Again, for the tinme being | will see you Monday at
9:30. |If there is any changes, we will |let you know.

Pl ease follow the instructions of the court

of ficers.
(Wher eupon, the chosen jurors exit the courtroon
THE COURT: Addressing the six jurors in the

audi ence, we are not done with you, we will continue with

jury selection. But | amgoing to ask you to follow the
officer's instructions in a mnute to step out. The reason
we are having you do that is | ambringing in another panel
of 96 jurors. | will swear themin so they can | eave for
the day and | will pick it up again on Thursday, but we want

to finish up with you today. W wll probably work beyond

4:30. |If anyone has a hardship with that, please raise your
hand.

kay, | see no hands.

Thank you.

(Wnher eupon, the panel of prospective jurors |eft

t he courtroom
THE COURT: Counsel, please approach for a m nute.
(Wnher eupon, a bench conference was held on the

record)
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THE COURT: So when we swear in the panel and

excuse themuntil Thursday norning at 9: 30, obviously they
wi Il know what case they are on.

So | amgoing to give themthe adnonitions that
just gave this other group, if that is satisfactory to
everyone.

MR. BLANCHE: Yes, definitely.

THE COURT: And direct themnot to speak to anyone
and everything el se.

MR STEINGLASS: That works for us.

(Wher eupon, Senior Court Reporter Vikki Benkel was

relieved by Senior Court Reporter Susan Pearce- Bates)
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(Continued fromthe previous page.)

THE COURT: Wile we wait for the panel, | want
to ask the defense team can you confirmall this nedia
that you are accessing, this is all public nmedia, right?

MR BLANCHE: Very nuch in the affirmative.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Short recess is taken.)

LI EUTENANT: Panel entering.

COURT OFFI CER  This way, please. This way.

THE CLERK: Can all the prospective jurors please
stand and rai se your right hand.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat you wll
truthfully answer all questions put to you relative to your
qualifications to serve as jurors in the case of the People
of the State of New York against Donald J. Trunp, do you
swear or affirn?

(Wher eupon, the prospective jurors were duly
swor n. )
(I'n open court, jurors present.)

THE CLERK: You may be seated. Thank you.

THE COURT: CGood afternoon jurors.

Wl come to New York County Supreme Court, Part
59. M nane is Juan Merchan and | will be the Judge
presiding over this matter.

Before going any further, | just want to
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apol ogi ze to all of you. | know that you have been sitting
around all day waiting for sonething to happen and | want
you to know that that wasn't lost on us. W were very nuch
aware of your presence and we are doi ng everything possible
to make sure that your tine is not wasted.

| asked that you be brought in now and that we
swear you in now, so that when you cone back on Thursday
you will not have to sit around.

| am going to excuse you in a mnute, but when
you come back on Thursday norning, we will be able to get
started a right away. As of this nonent you are now
connected to Part 59.

Because | want to get started at 9:30, | will ask
that you please arrive at the building around 8:30, 8:45
the latest. As you know, you have to go through the
magnet omet ers and other security checks and | would like to
get started on tine.

Before | do excuse you, | amrequired by law to
read admoni tions, which you will hear nentioned numerous
times during the course of the trial.

| ask you pl ease do not discuss this case either
anmong yourselves or with anyone el se.

Do not discuss anything related to the case.

You may tell the people with whomyou |ive and

your enpl oyer that you are a juror and give them
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i nformati on about when you are required to be in court, but
you may not talk with them or anyone el se about anything
related to the case.

Do not at any time during the trial request,
accept, agree to accept or discuss with any person the
recei pt or acceptance of any paynment or benefits in return
for supplying any information concerning the trial.

You must pronptly report directly to ne any
i ncident within your know edge involving an attenpt by any
person to inproperly influence you or any nenbers of the
jury.

You are directed to not visit any of the
| ocations di scussed, or associated with the case.

You nmust not use the internet maps, Google Earth
or any other program or device to search for and view any
of the locations associated with this case.

Do not read, view or listen to any accounts or
di scussions of this case reported by newspapers,
television, radio, the internet or any other news nedia.

Do not attenpt to research any fact, issue or |aw
related to the case whether by discussion with others, by
research in a library or on the internet or by any other
sour ce.

| want to enphasize that in addition to not

tal king face-to-face with anyone about the case, you nust
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not conmuni cate with anyone about the case by any other
nmeans, including by tel ephone, text nessages, enails, chat
rooms, blogs, social web sites, such as Facebook or X

These rules are designed to hel p guarantee a fair
trial and our |aw accordingly sets forth serious
consequences if the rules are not followed. | trust that
you will follow all of these rules.

The last thing I want to nention, if you happen
to see ne or any of the attorneys or any of the other
peopl e that you see here today out in the hallway, if we
don't greet you or acknow edge you, please do not be
of fended. W are prohibited from engaging during the
course of the trial and in an excess of caution we nmay not
even greet you.

| hope you understand that we are just trying to
conmply with our ethical obligations.

MR BLANCHE: May we approach?

THE COURT:  Sure.

(Discussion is held at side-bar, on the
record.)

MR BLANCHE: | wonder if the court is willing to
do the initial dismssal for discord now, so that on
Thur sday norni ng when we conme back we will -- the only
fol ks returning --

THE COURT: The problemis that when we did that
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the first time, they had heard somethi ng about the case. |
haven't spoken to them They haven't heard anyt hing.

MR BLANCHE: Fair enough. Under st ood.

(Di scussion at side-bar concluded, and the
foll owi ng occurred in open court.)

THE COURT: Al right. Jurors, thank you so nuch
for your time. | look forward to seeing you Thursday.

Pl ease follow the instructions of the court
of ficers.

(Prospective jurors are excused.)

THE COURT: Al right. Before we bring the other
six jurors back, we are going to take a very short
ten-m nute recess.

Just one thing, when we had spoken about twenty
m nutes for the second panel, that's when we envi si oned
having 18 jurors in the box. W are only going to have six
jurors in the box. Don't take nore than 15 m nutes each.

| will see you in ten mnutes.

(Short recess is taken.)

THE COURT: Al right. W are back on the
record. W are going to bring in the six remaining jurors
and we will get started.

LI EUTENANT: Jurors entering.

(Wher eupon, the prospective jurors entered the

courtroom)
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THE COURT: kay, jurors. The Cerk of the Court

is going to call out the ballot numbers. Wen your nunber
is called, please cone up

THE CLERK: Seat nunber one, B262.

Seat nunber two, B270.

Seat nunber three, B352.

Seat nunber four, B269.

Seat nunber five, B364.

And seat nunber six, B344.

THE COURT: Al right, jurors. You have seen how
we do this. You have been watching for a while.

You have all been handed a questionnaire. W
just ask you to please answer the questions aloud and those
of you who are not going, if you want to | ook at the
questionnaire just to famliarize yourselves with the
guestions so you are ready to answer the questions when it
is your turn

Good afternoon.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  CGood afternoon.

After listening to all of this for the past
day-and-a-half, | ama nedical director and a full-tine
doctor, that does surgery and sees patients nost days of
the week. | am now getting concerned about being able to
fulfill that and work and take care of ny patients and be

present .
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| do feel | could be inpartial but I am concerned
about ny clients and patients.

THE COURT: Only you can tell us whether you
woul d be able to be here and be present. W can't make
t hat deci sion for you.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | don't think | can at this
poi nt .

THE COURT: Any objections? W are going to
excuse you.

MR BLANCHE: No.

MR STEI NGLASS: No.

THE COURT: Thank you. We will continue with
you.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | live in Harlem | have
lived in Harlemfor five years.

| amnot a native New Yorker. | amoriginally
from Connecti cut.

| am a high school history teacher.

| have been doing that for six years.

| amnot retired.

My current enployer is the Spence School.

My enpl oyer is about 300 peopl e.

| am not self-enployed. M prior enployer was
Col unbi a uni versity Teachers Col | ege.

| have a master's degree in private school
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educati on.
| amnot narried. | have never been married. |
do not have any chil dren.

Six is not applicable.

In nmy spare time | like to spend tinme with ny
dog.

Hobbi es and interests, | really like to read.

| do not participate in any organi zati ons or
advocacy groups. | have never served on a jury.

Ten, the New York Tines, Huffington Post, CNN

MBNBC, Googl e, Washi ngton Post, Google | said. Pardon, |

said Googl e.

| don't really listen to podcasts. |If | do, it's
Stuff you Mssed in Hstory dass. | don't listen to talk
radi o.

Thirteen i s no.

Fourteen is no.

Fifteen is no.

Si xteen i s no.

Seventeen, yes. M God nother is the attorney in
charge at Legal Aid. And ny roomate is an Assi stant
District Attorney in the Bronx.

Eighteen is, | guess the sane as seventeen. This
woul d not inpact me frombeing fair or inpartial.

Ni net een i s no.
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Twenty is no.

Twenty-one is no. Twenty-one B is no.
Twenty-two i s no.

Twenty-three i s no.

Twenty-four is no.

Twenty-five is no.

THE COURT: | amsorry, just going back to

if we had to work past 4:30 on a particul ar

day, would you be unable to do that?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | amsorry. | msread that.

That woul d be, yes.

E is no.

Twenty-six is yes. | can give that assurance.
Twenty-seven, | can give that assurance.
Twenty-eight is no.

Twenty-nine is no. Bis no. Cis no. Dis no.
Fisno. Gis no. His no, not to ny know edge.
Thirty is no.

Thirty-one is no.

Thirty-two is no.

Thirty-three, | can give that assurance.
Thirty-four is, yes.

THE COURT: Do you have strong opinions that

would interfere with your ability to be fair and inpartial?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  As | amsitting here

reflecting deeply, | do have concerns. Yes, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Any objections?

W will excuse you. Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Thank you, Your Honor.
(Juror is excused.)

THE COURT: CGood afternoon.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR Before | start, | want to

mention that next Friday | need to be out of the court by

12 or 12:30 to catch a flight at JFK. That's ny
restriction.
THE COURT: That woul d be Friday the 26th?
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  That's correct.
THE COURT: Wen woul d you be back?
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Sunday.

THE COURT: That's fine. W can work that out.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Ckay. | live on the upper

east side. | have lived on the upper east side since 2004.

| ama native of New York State, not New York
Cty. | have been living in New York Gty since 2000.

| work in the real estate devel opnment industry
and | have been doing that since 2010.

My current enployer is TF Cornerstone. The
conpany is over 450 peopl e.

Cis no.

Three D, ny prior enployer was a BT Al ex Brown

Al ex Brown.

or
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| have an MBA and a bachel or in science.

| ammarried and I have two children

My wife doesn't work. She takes care of the kids
and home. | don't have any adult children. They are
sixteen and thirteen.

Seven A, in ny spare tine | play tennis a lot,
occasionally gol f.

This -- that applies to 7B al so.

Eight A | belong to a Long Island City
Part nership, which is a business advocacy group and ReadMe.

| have never served on a jury before.

Ten, Wall Street Journal, occasionally CNN and
sonme ot her cabl e news networks.

Podcast nunber 11, What's News. | don't listen
to tal k radio.

Thi rteen, no.

Fourteen, no -- wait. Yeah, fourteen, no.

Fifteen, yes. M stepfather-in-law was involved
in governnent in New Jersey.

Si xteen, yes. |, you know, as part of ny
busi ness, tangentally through being in the finance area,
but previous to being in the real estate devel opnent
busi ness, | was in investnment banking, private equity which
is a finance field. And | know friends also in the world

of finance.
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Sevent een, no.
Ei ghteen A, no.
So, ni net een,

Twenty, no.

Twenty-one A, no.

Twenty two, no.

Twenty-t hree,
Twent y-f our,

Twenty-five, no.

Twenty-si x, yes,

that | will

Twenty-seven, ye

Twent y- ei ght,
Twenty-nine A n

D, no. But in full disclo

at sone point, and | don't

learning Twitter | followe

Twitter and that was just

E, no. F, no.

Thi no.

rtyl

Thirty-one, no.

Thirty-two, no.

Thirty-three, ye

Thirty-four, no.

Thirty-five, no.

yes.
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no.

B, no.

no.

| could work | ater than 4: 30.

| can give you the assurance

be fair and inpartial.

S.

no.

0. Twenty-nine B, no. C, no.

sure, with respect to socially,
but when |

use Twitter, was

d the President, but don't use
as |

G no.

was just |earning about it.

H, no.

S.
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Thirty-six, yes, The Art of the Deal a long tine

ago.

Thirty-seven, no.

Thirty-eight, yes.

Thi rty-nine, yes.

Forty, vyes.

Forty-one, yes.

And forty-two, no. Forty-two, there is nothing
that would bias ne. | think that's what it is asking.

THE COURT: Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | wanted to see what the
questions were to see if it addressed what | just wanted to
say in full disclosure, for whatever it is worth to either
si de.

So | live on the upper east side and I amin the
real estate business as | said. So by the nature of both
of those things there are people that | know that know the
President. It wouldn't in any way influence ny thinking or
how | feel about anything, but | just wanted to state that
for the record. That that's out there. That it's not
connections that | have to the President in any way.

| wanted to be clear that there are either people
I know who know peopl e or people | know who know peopl e and
that's just for the record.

(Continued on the next page.)
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THE COURT: Thank you.

Good afternoon.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  CGood afternoon.
Nurmber 1, | live on the Upper East Side.
|'ve lived there about 12 years.

|"mnot a native New Yorker. I'moriginally from

Nort h Caroli na.

the mc.

[itigator.

are about

time wth

|'man attorney. |I'ma civil litigator.

THE COURT: Sir, if you could, please speak into

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  |'man attorney. |'ma civil

My enployer is Hunt Andrews Kurth. | think there
1, 800 peopl e who work there.

"' mnot self-enpl oyed.

| previously worked for G bson Dunn & Crutcher

My educational background is | have a J.D.
I'mmarried.

| have two children

My wife is in risk nmanagenent at a bank.

My children are not adults.

In nmy spare time, | spend tine outdoors and spend
ny Kids.

Nunber 8, no.

Nunmber 9, | never served on a jury.
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Nunmber 10, New York Tinmes, Wall Street Journal,

New Yor k Post, Washington Post.

Podcasts, | listen to SmartLess and Car Tal k.
Tal k radi o, WNYC.
Nunmber 13 is a no.

Nunmber 14, | have a friend who worked for the

Departnent of Justice, who graduated from | aw school .

i ncl udi ng

field. |1

as well .

Nunber 15, beyond the answer to 14, no.

Si xteen, | have many friends that work in finance
ny wfe.
Seventeen, | obviously have training in the |egal

have many friends and rel ati ves who practice | aw

Ei ghteen is no.

Ni neteen i s no.
Twenty, no.

21(A), no.

21(B), no.
Twenty-two, no.
Twenty-three, no.
Twenty-four, it would not be a problem
Twenty-five, no.
Twent y-si X, yes.
Twenty-seven, yes.

Twent y- ei ght, no.
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29(A), no.
29(B), no.

(@)

no.

O

no.

m

no.

nl

no.

o

no.

T

, no.
Thirty, no.
Thirty-one, no.
Thirty-two, no.
Thirty-three, yes.
Thirty-four, no.
Thirty-five, no.
Thirty-six, no.
Thirty-seven, no.
Thirty-eight, yes.

Thi rty-nine, yes.
Forty, vyes.

Forty-one, yes.
Forty-two, no.

THE COURT: Thank you.
Good afternoon.

PRCSPECTI VE JUROR: Good aft er noon.
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Born and rai sed in Manhattan, Upper Wst Side, ny




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 184
whol e |ife.

Nati ve New Yor ker

|'mretired |l aw enforcenent in New York GCity.

THE COURT: Is that with the NY.P.D.?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | was a civilian police
phot ographer for the Chief of Detectives Ofice for
three-and-a-half. Then, | did 16-and-a-half in the
New York City Department of Corrections. |I'ma retired
Corrections officer. | was a photographer there also. |
worked in the courts, not in the courts, but behind the
courts. | did the paperwork.

THE COURT: Thank you.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR M current enployer, | work
for two security firms, conpanies. One has approxinmately a
t housand guys between New York and Texas. The other one, |
really don't know the nunber. So, | imagine it fluctuates.

| own a business. |It's a small business.
shoot video and | buy airtinme. That's what | do, on top of
everyt hing el se.

Prior enployer, | think | did that one.

| have a B. A in Comunications from
Fordham Uni versity. | graduated.

' mnot marri ed.

Never been marri ed.

| have two children, two girls.
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|'mnot living with anyone.
| have two adult children. One, | don't talk to.

The other one is in the nedical field.

Wiat do | like to do? The four Cs | call them

Caneras, since | was four. | know a |ot about
them | read about them

Conputers, since DOS. |'mpretty good on Mac
and P.C

Cop work. It's alot of fun. That's why | still
doit. | can't helpit. | like the guys and the whole
t hi ng.

Charity. | like giving.

Hobbi es, pretty nuch the four C s--caneras,
conmputers, cop work, and charity.

| don't know if you call it an organization, but
| belong to a political party, denocratic, and | was on the
board for a while. | kind of wal ked off on it because |
got a job and it would have been a conflict. That has
nothing to do with anything. It's just what | do. | was
asked to be on the board and | did it for a while.

| have served on a jury before.

THE COURT: Was that crimnal or civil?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Bot h.

THE COURT: Did you reach verdicts?

PRCSPECTI VE JUROR: | was an alternate in a
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crimnal and, if | can renenber themall, | was in one

where it was deci ded out of court.

THE COURT: Ckay.
PROSPECTI VE JUROCR | think it was Merv Giffin

and Donald Trunp. | think that was the case.

THE COURT: Donald Trunp was one of the parties?

PRCSPECTI VE JUROR: | think so. "' mnot a

hundred percent sure, but, if |I remenber--it was a | ong

time ago--it settled. So, we just sat in the box and we

were out of there.

THE COURT: So, you were never actually a sworn

juror in that case? You never deliberated?

put it

PROSPECTI VE JUROR We didn't do anything. They

in front of us and we went and wal ked out the room

They ki nd of settled whatever it was.

THE COURT: Do you remenber which court that was

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  111.

THE COURT: 111 Centre?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah.

| think 1'"mdown to 10 now.

| do Google and | do Facebook.

Text books, pretty rmuch. | don't do the news.
No podcasts.

No tal k radio.
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| have a lot of ny friends that have committed
crimes. That's the best | could tell you. | hold nothing
agai nst them and they hold nothing against me. These are
guys that | grew up with. They're in nmy nei ghborhood.
They' ve done tinme. W're friends.

THE COURT: Woul d anyt hing about any of that
affect your ability to be fair and inpartial in this case?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

THE COURT: Ckay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  I'ma little nervous here.
I"mnot used to being in the spotlight.

THE COURT: Take your time.

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR.  Departnment of Corrections

for 14.

My sister worked for the Post Ofice on 15.

No one's an accountant, 16.

No | egal field or training.

| love |aw enforcenment. | just like it.

|'ve had close friends that commtted
crimes--drunk driving and things like that. | really don't
get into their business, but I know. | park ny car in the
projects' parking lot. | do not live in the projects, but
| can park there. It costs nme $2,233 to park there a year.
So, in comng home and going to the car, | see the guys

that | grew up with in the neighborhood. So, we have
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conversations. It's not ny thing, but it

THE COURT: Sure.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  21(A), no.
21(B), no.

Twenty-two, no.

Twenty-three, no.

| have no problens staying |ater.

| don't practice any religion or
| amfair and inpartial.

No stereotypes. | treat people

| ove people. | like to help them
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is ny thing.
That's 24.
chur ch.

like they are. |

No friends or anyone that has worked for

Donal d Trunp. That's 28.

29(A), no.
29(B), no.
29(C, no.
29(D), no.
29(E), no.
29(F), no.
29(GQ, no.
29(H), no.

| do not follow any of those organizations or

what ever they are.

| have no opi ni on.

Thirty-two, no, no opinion.
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Yes, | can nake a decision based on what |'m
presented with and that al one.

| have no opinion for 34. A person on trial is
just a person on trial. It doesn't matter.

No books. That's 35.

Thirty-six, no.

That's a tricky question, 37. | renenber a tine
when a candi date was given a certain amount of noney to
run. 1'mold-school. I'm71. So, |I kind of mss those
days, but those days are over. So, | don't really have an
opinion on it, but | renenber.

|'ve already spoken on 38, only what's presented.

| will not discuss anything about the case.

| will follow the judge's definitions and
i nstructions.

|''mnot used to being on stage. |'m nervous.
I"'mtrying to read and I'mlike, "Ch, man." | feel like
I"mon the hot seat here.

THE COURT: You're al nost done.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  kay.

Forty-one, no.

Forty-two is not to testify, it's fine, no.
judge himas | would judge nyself.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

Good afternoon.
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PRCSPECTI VE JUROR: Good afternoon.

Your Honor, as nmuch as | would |ove to serve for
New York and one of our great Presidents, | could not give
up ny job for six-plus weeks, which neans | would be
wor ki ng 80-plus hours a week. | don't think that |I could
serve with that many hours of work.

THE COURT: Any objections?

M5. HOFFI NGER:  No obj ecti on.

MR BLANCHE: No.

THE COURT: You're excused, sir.

(At this time, the above-nentioned
Prospective Juror was excused)

THE COURT: Jurors, as you saw earlier, the
attorneys now have an opportunity to address you in the
jury box.

The | aw requires that the prosecution addresses
you first.

Pl ease renenber that whatever the | awers say at
any tine is not evidence. Nothing the |awers say to you
now i s evi dence.

As with all stages of the crimnal trial, there
are rules that the lawers nust follow. |If one | awer
bel i eves that another |awer is not follow ng one of those
rules, that |awer will object. That objection creates a

guestion of law for nme to deci de.
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The objection will be one word and one word only,
"Cbjection.” If necessary, the attorney will provide the
| egal basis of the objection such as, "Hearsay."

If | sustain an objection to a question or a
comrent of a lawyer, that question or comrent will be
stricken fromthe record and you nust disregard it as if it
were never said. |If | overrule an objection, the question
or comment stands.

O course, whether | sustain or overrule an
objection, my ruling indicates only that the question or
conmrent is or is not in accord with one of the rules of |aw
that the |lawers should follow during this stage of the
proceedi ngs. The ruling expresses no opinion about the
facts of the case or of whether the defendant is guilty or
not guilty.

Renenber, you, the jury--and you al one--judge the
facts and reach a verdict of guilty or not guilty.

Peopl e?

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Thank you, your Honor.

Al nost good eveni ng.

My nanme is Susan Hoffinger. |'man
Assistant District Attorney here in Manhattan. Al ong with
nmy col | eagues, Joshua Steingl ass, Matthew Col angel o,

Becky Mangol d, Christopher Conroy, and Katherine Ellis, we

represent the People of the State of New York
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| want to thank you for being here and answering

our questions. |I'mgoing to ask you to be as open and as
candid as possible. | know you were a little nervous about
answering questions. It's inportant for us. W want to

pick a fair jury for both sides--for the defense and for

t he prosecution. So, we appreciate you being as candid as
you can be--no wong answers--but we thank you. Thank you
for answering our questions.

Just to start, is there anything you' ve heard so
far either about the case or fromny coll eague's questions
or fromthe defense's questions that causes you any concern
at all in this case about your ability to be a fair and
i mpartial juror?

(NO RESPONSE FROM PROSPECTI VE JURCRS)

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Nothing at all.

| would like to just ask a few foll ow ups:

B-352--we're goi ng on nunbers--1 know that you
said you're in the real estate industry. Gbviously, so has
t he defendant been for nmany nany years. You said that you
know a | ot of people who know him

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | know people. | know a | ot
of people who know people. It's sort of an industry.

M5. HOFFI NGER: Do you know anybody directly who
knows t he defendant?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah. | know peopl e
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directly.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Ckay.

Can you tell us alittle bit about what you talk
to them about about M. Trunp.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Well, 1've not talked to them
at all about any of these types of proceedi ngs what soever.
| try not to talk about politics at all in business or with
friends. GCccasionally, it comes up. So, sonetines, it's
about when he was in office. Sonetines, it's about
politics, but not a lot, not about this case, and not about
the crimnal prosecutions.

Does that answer your question?

M5. HOFFI NGER |t does.

Thank you.

| s there anything about your work in the real
estate -- Well, let ne take that back.

You' ve been in the real estate industry for quite
a few years?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

M5. HOFFINGER:  So has M. Trunp. Do you have
any views in ternms of his work or his reputation in the
real estate industry?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  You know, peripherally or
superficially, | would say. On a high level, |I've seen the

wor k, but we've never done business together. M conpany
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has never done business with his, to nmy know edge, and it
does not overlap in any respect. |'ve seen the work. [|'m
aware of it. I'man admrer fromafar of sone of the work,
but that's ny opinion. | don't have an opinion on whether
he's successful or not or how he conducts hinself or
anything like that. That's not anything |I've been thinking
about .

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Appreciate that.

You al so said that you read The Art of the Deal
sonme years ago?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  What did you think of it?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | felt it was entertaining.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  You al so nentioned that, at one
poi nt a while back, you followed himon Twitter?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No. At one point, | was
trying to figure out Twitter. | haven't |ooked at it. |
assunme there's maybe half a dozen things that | clicked on
Twitter when | was figuring it out. H's was one of them
I wasn't getting tweets and followi ng tweets or things |ike
t hat .

MS. HOFFI NGER:  Under st ood.

Do you have any views about his use of Twitter or
t hi ngs that he's posted?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  What |'ve seen of what he's
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post ed has been on television, not what |'ve seen hitting
ny feed because | never look at the feed. | don't have an
opi nion about his tweets or anyone's tweets generally.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Not hing on there that was
expl ored?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No, because | don't use
Twitter. | have an opinion about Twi tter about whether or
not to use it, but | don't have an opi ni on about what
peopl e put on there any differently than | woul d have on
any ot her source of information.

M5. HOFFI NGER: Do you think there's anything
about you being in the sane field with M. Trunp that would
cause you to be less than fair to one or --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No, but | understand the
perception. That's why | said it at the outset. There's
not hi ng here--not where |I live, not the people |I know that
know himor that kind of thing, and not ny invol venment in
the real estate industry--that would, in any way, bias ne
or not allow nme to be inpartial.

M5. HOFFINGER: | appreciate that. Thank you.

| hope you don't mnd nme asking those questions.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No. That's fine. | expect
you to.

M5. HOFFI NGER: 269, just a question:

| know you're a lawer. Do you think that you
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woul d be able to put aside whatever you know as a | awer in
what ever particular field of law we're tal king about? This
case involves federal election canpaign |laws. That's part
of the charge here. | think you probably heard the judge's
summary earlier. Do you have any particular views on that?
PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah. I'ma civil litigator,

whi ch nmeans | know virtually nothing about crimnal law |

don't profess to know about it. | don't know anyt hing
about election or finance law either. | do financial
services and civil litigation, things like that. So,

don't knowit, but, to the degree that | did, | think
could put it aside.

M5. HOFFI NGER: To the extent that there's any
ot her crossover or anything that you hear that's different
fromwhat you dealt with as an experienced | awer, would
you be able to put that aside and follow the judge's
instructions?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | would certainly follow the
judge's instructions, yes.

M5. HOFFI NGER: | appreciate that.

364 --

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Unh-oh

M5. HOFFINGER: Don't worry. [|'ll give you the
easy ones.

You nentioned, sir, that you have some friends
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who have been convicted of crimes in the past?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, ny whole life.

M5. HOFFI NGER: W all do.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  It's not hing new.

M5. HOFFINGER You will learn in this case that
one of the w tnesses nanmed M chael Cohen, who is
M. Trunp's former |awyer, pled guilty back in 2018 to a
nunber of federal crines including campaign finance
violations and, actually, lying to Congress back in 2017
and back in 2018. Anything about the fact that he pled
guilty to crinmes, anything about that that woul d prevent
you fromgiving hima fair and open listen to what he has
to say and not prejudge hin? How do you feel about that?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR | woul dn't prejudge him but

I would definitely have to listen to himbased on what he

says.
M5. HOFFI NGER:  Sure.
PROSPECTI VE JUROR In nmy world -- |I'mkind of
stuck here. Well, what | can say is that, if you plea
bargain or plea deal, it could be one of two things--you're

| ooki ng out for yourself or you're telling the truth. So,
in order to know that, | would have to hear what he's
tal ki ng about and read his deneanor and if he's telling the
truth.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  That's exactly what we're | ooking




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 198

for. | appreciate that.

So, the fact that he pled guilty years ago
doesn't nean that you close your ears to what he has to
say?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No. | was a Correction
officer in New York Gty. So, |I've heard it all. 1 could
really give a good listen and be honest and fair.

M5. HOFFI NGER: The judge will give you sone
factors to use to determ ne whether a witness i s being
truthful and credibl e--what the person seens |ike when
they're testifying, whether their testinony is corroborated
by other testinony in the case or by docunents. Those are
just some of the things that you can take into
consi deration when determ ni ng whet her soneone i s being
truthful. Do you think you could do that w thout
prej udgi ng hi mwhat happened in the past?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  Sure. Sure. | can
definitely listen.

M5. HOFFINGER: You'll give hima fair listen and
you won't prejudge his testinony?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

M5. HOFFINGER: Can | ask you, 269 -- | really
don't mean to say nunbers when referencing people. |
apol ogi ze. Can | ask you the same question with a little

bit of a different spin:
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You'll hear that M. Cohen, for a fairly |long

period of time, denied a lot of the facts to which he wll
admt here and he pled guilty to. WII that have an effect
on you in terns of how you view his testinony and his
credibility?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  As | understand it, if that's
presented during the course of the trial, it's sonething
that | should consider and weigh the voracity of his
testinony, if that answers your question.

M5. HOFFINGER:  So, you will take it into
consi deration, which you should, but my question is wll
that sort of be the end of your determination of his
credibility or will you give hima fair listen, conpare his
testi nony agai nst the evidence in the case--for exanple,
docunents or other people's testinony? WII you give that
a fair shot and not prejudge hin®

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes, | wll.

M5. HOFFINGER: Can | ask you as well, sir, 352?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Sanme question?

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Sane answer. 1"l consider
what he has said and give a fair listen.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Now, there may be others in the
case who also, at various tinmes in the past, denied certain

things. WII you give thema fair listen and give them a
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chance to explain why they denied them and when before you
judge their testinmony? Can you all do that?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Yes.

M5. HOFFI NGER: So, the judge has already told
you that this case is about whether the defendant broke the
law in this case, whether he falsified business records in
order to cover up an agreenent with others unlawfully to
i nfluence the 2016 presidential election. He's charged
with 34 counts of Fal sifying Business Records in the
First Degree. It is our burden to prove--our burden to
prove--every el ement of the crime beyond a reasonabl e
doubt. That's what the judge told you. W accept that
burden. If we acconplish that, if the evidence proves his
guilt beyond a reasonabl e doubt, you rnust find himguilty.
If the evidence does not prove it beyond a reasonable
doubt, you nust find himnot guilty. Does anyone feel
t hat, sonehow, because of his position--because he is a
fornmer President and because he is running again as a
candi date for presidency--we should have a hi gher burden
than that, a higher standard than what the |aw requires,
which is beyond a reasonabl e doubt ?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Can | ask you about that.
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PROSPECTI VE JUROCR:  Sure. No.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Any chance that, because of his
position, you will feel that we should sonmehow have to
prove nore than what the | aw requires?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No.

M5. HOFFINGER Sir, can | ask you the sane
guestion.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  Sane answer.

M5. HOFFINGER: Sir, I'mgoing to ask you the
sane.

PROSPECTI VE JUROCR  Sane answer, no.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Let me ask you a question:

If we carry our burden and we prove that
M. Trunp is guilty beyond a reasonabl e doubt, what woul d
your verdict be?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR @il ty.

M5. HOFFINGER If we do not carry that burden,
simlarly, you'll find himnot guilty; is that right?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  Correct.

M5. HOFFI NGER: May | ask you as well:

| f we prove that the defendant is guilty beyond a
reasonabl e doubt, what will your verdict be?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Quil ty.

M5. HOFFINGER: Similarly, if we do not prove

that, it will be not guilty?
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PROSPECTI VE JURCR:  Correct.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  May | ask you as well, sir.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Sane answer, guilty and not
guilty.

M5. HOFFINGER So, if we prove this case beyond
a reasonabl e doubt, what will your verdict be?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR @il ty.

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Thank you.

Now, one of the things | nentioned--and | inagine
we woul dn't have any problemw th this--is that, in
addition to witness testinony, there are going to be quite
a few docunments in this case. The docunents are inportant.
There's an ol d saying: The docunents don't lie. They tel
it like it is. Anybody have an issue with the fact that
we're going to ask you, if you' re going to serve as a
juror, to spend a lot of tine on the
docunent s- - spreadsheets, e-mails, texts?

(NO RESPONSE FROM PRCSPECTI VE JURORS)

M5. HOFFI NGER. Those are inportant because they
corroborate what the witnesses have to say. Anybody feel
like they just don't really feel like sitting here? This
is what you do for a living, | know. Sir, on the end, any
sense that you just don't want to spend your tine, in
addition to testinony, |ooking through a |ot of documents?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR My nature is, froma kid,
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read the encyclopedia. | like reading textbooks and
howto's--how to do this, howto do that. | don't really
spend ny tinme on the internet doing a whole bunch of stuff.
So, | can pick up a docunent, go through it, take the
chal l enge, and enjoy it. The harder it is, the nore | like
working on it.

MS. HOFFI NGER:  You understand that docunents are
i mportant because they, in nmany cases, tell the story that
corroborates what a witness has to say?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yes.

THE COURT: M. Hoffinger, are you just about
done?

M5. HOFFI NGER: 1" m done.

Thank you very much, all of you

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Hoffinger.

MR. BLANCHE: Hi, qguys.

Sorry I'mthe last person to talk to you after a
| ong day, but | appreciate it.

So, you heard a couple times now that nmy nanme is
Todd Bl anche. You all know President Trunp and our |ega
team You heard its nane a few tines.

| want to ask the questions a little bit
differently about sonething nore granul ar outside of the
case.

W'l start with you, sir, 352
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You' ve tal ked a | ot about how you're in real
estate, how you have friends of friends who maybe know
President Trunp, and you' ve talked to them Do you have a
favorabl e or an unfavorabl e opi ni on about President Trunp?
I"mnot tal king about this case; right? You haven't heard
any evidence. |'mtalking about what you bring into this
courtroom

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think that's a pretty
| oaded questi on.

There's obviously a ot of history there.
think, to answer it, | would say there are things that |
di sagree with and there are things that | think were done
wel | during his presidency. So, | think, on balance, | can
see there mght be things on both sides. | wouldn't sort
of categorize it as favorable or unfavorable, one way or
the other, but | think there are things that | would say
are favorabl e and other things that are unfavorable.

MR BLANCHE: That nakes sense.

| wasn't trying to ask a | oaded questi on.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR O cour se.

MR. BLANCHE: Most defendants, if you guys are in
this seat, you wouldn't have any idea who this person was;
right? So, we're in alittle bit of a unique situation
because everybody knows who President Trunmp is. Wat |'m

trying to understand is what you bring in. Earlier, one of
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t he People said the baggage you bring in. | think that's a

good way to describe it. That's what |I'm aski ng about.
So, for exanple, you read the New York Tinmes or the news.
Are you famliar with other cases with which

President Trunp has been charged in recently?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR.  Well, just to correct, |
didn't say | read the New York Tines. | read the
Wall Street Journal, for whatever that's worth

MR BLANCHE: You are right. You did not say the
New Yor k Ti mes.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Ri ght.

| am aware of other cases. |Is that your
guestion?

MR BLANCHE: Aware of it, but talk nore. What
comes to your mnd when | ask that question? Wen you cone
into this roomknowi ng everything, whatever it is that you
know about President Trunp and his other cases, does that
put you in a position where there is something you want to
tell us about?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  There is nothing I want to
tell you other than that | amaware that there are other
cases. |It's been out there. There's a lot of news that's
happened over the course of the last year or so. |'maware
that that's been out there, just for what it's worth.

Qoviously, it's worth a lot, but it doesn't influence how I
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approach the trial here.

MR BLANCHE: That nakes sense.

Can you pass the m crophone to M. 269.

The sanme question to you:

First, just alittle bit nore about your
favorabl e or unfavorable opinion, if you have one, about
President Trunp and his character and who he is.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | have political views as to
the Trunp Presidency. Similarly, | think there were
policies that | agreed with and policies that | didn't
agree with. | don't know the man. | don't have any
particul ar opi nions about himpersonally. 1'mnot sure if
t hat answers your question.

MR BLANCHE: That's definitely hel pful.

The same question about you don't know the man,
but he's in the news a lot and he's in the news that you
read every day or nost days. So, fromwhat you read,
under st andi ng you don't know hi m personal |y, how does t hat
form what view you have of himor opinion you have of him
or his character?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Again, to answer your
guestion about the opinions on his character, |I'mnot sure
that | have any. | certainly followthe news. |'m
certainly aware that there are other |lawsuits out there

and, again, political views. |1'mhappy to answer that




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 207

question, but I"'mnot sure | really know anythi ng about his
character.

MR. BLANCHE: The Peopl e asked you questions
about the fact that you're an attorney and there will be,
potentially, a forner attorney testifying who' s been
di sbarred. There will certainly be | egal docunents that
are shown to the jury. Do you think that, wth your
background, which is an experienced one--even if it's
civil--you will be able to follow the rul es that
Judge Merchan says and | ook at the docunents and hear the
evi dence i ndependent of what you maybe bring in fromthe
outside as it relates to that issue?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah.

Look, | ama litigator. | take that
responsibility seriously and | take follow ng the judge's
instructions seriously. So, | do believe |l will be able to
do that.

MR BLANCHE: That's great.

Thank you.

M. 364, sanme question to you about
Presi dent Trunp:

A lot of questions and your answers have tal ked a
| ot about where you work and where you live. Do you have
any particular views about President Trunp outside of what

you're going to hear in this courtroom-so, what you' ve
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heard over your life even before he was a candi date and
Presi dent ?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Yeah. Oh, boy. You said the
word "life." 1'ma New Yorker. He's a New Yorker.

MR BLANCHE: You're a New YorKker.

There's no wong answers and | nean that.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  That's why I'mgoing to give
it to you.

MR BLANCHE: That's okay.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  (oi ng back to Central Park,
knew some of the kids, like their cousins and what not.

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | al so understood that you
have the right to purchase an article and put it there.
Just like the internet, you could get sonething 40 years
ago that was wong. Then, they repeat it and repeat it.
Then, 40 years later, today, they put it on the internet
and it would be true, but it's changed since then.

| really don't watch the news because it's just
like too nuch information that | don't need. | pick up ny
information basically fromother people talking. | get to
hear the debate. They'll say this and they'll say that.
This one will say this and that one will say that.

| know people that are very rich and very poor,

fromthe penthouse on Park Avenue to very poor. | fed




© 00 ~N o o b~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g N W N RBP O © 0O N o 0 N~ W N kB O

Page 209

famlies.

What | will tell you is that, when | see
M. Trunp, it's kind of comical. Not that he's a comc,
but I like the response that he gets from ot her people.
Whien he wal ks into a room and he says sonething, | kind of

enj oy watching himdo what he do. He terminates thema | ot

qgui cker than prior Presidents. So, | respect that
authority. Now, at the sane time, | realize that I'mhere
for a case. |I'mnot here to judge the man like that. |'m

hear to listen to evidence and cone up with a determ nation
based on what |'m presented.

He's no different than any other President. It
depends on how the nmedia covers you. | have a degree in
Communi cations. That's why | kind of back out of it. Just
treat himfair.

MR BLANCHE: Makes sense.

The People tal ked about this a little bit and |
want to talk a little bit about it fromthe other side,
whi ch is the burden of proof.

What you'll hear Judge Merchan say
regul arly--because it's true--is that President Trunp has
no burden of proof. You maybe heard nme say this earlier,
but we could do nothing this entire trial. W could
literally do nothing. The burden is on the People the

entire time. |In society, you expect people to do
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sonet hi ng. You expect maybe somet hi ng happened. The
question i s whether, understanding that we have no burden
and we don't have to do anything--President Trunp doesn't
have to testify; we don't have to cross-exam ne w tnesses
if we don't want to; and the burden, at all tines, remains
with this table and not with the table over here--it's easy
to say that out |oud, but think about that. Do you have
any reason to think you couldn't abide by that rule and by
that principle of our justice systen?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR.  \What ever the judge determ nes
i s what happens.

As far as evidence is concerned, both sides,

think the jury has a lot to do with that. |If they study
and they listen well, they could come up with the right
decision. It's howit's presented.

This isn't showranship. This is real life. A

man's life is on the line. The country's on the |ine.
This is serious.

MR, BLANCHE: For sure.

How about for you other two?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | think |I understand the
burden and | understand he does not have a burden here.
The state has the burden.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR | agree with that.

under st and where the burden lies and that the burden lies
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MR BLANCHE: The |ast question for you:
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You tal ked about Twitter, that you had it for a

m nute and then didn't have it. How about the other two?

Do you guys post things on social nedia, on Twitter, on

Facebook, and things like that?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR. | post pictures of ny kids so

that ny father can see them
MR BLANCHE: Beyond fam|y?
PROSPECTI VE JUROR:  No.

MR. BLANCHE: How about you, sir? Do you use any

websites or any Facebook?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Well, I'ma repost king. So,

"Il see something that | thought was interesting

repost it. | do the Google thing and YouTube. |

and 'l

can

control what | watch and | can | ook at the thunbnails and

decide if I'mgoing to watch it or not.
MR. BLANCHE: That makes sense.
(Counsel consulting with co-counsel)

(Pause in the proceedi ngs)

MR BLANCHE: You said that you're a repost king.
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| appreciate that. Wat kinds of things do you repost? Do

you think you' ve reposted negative things about
President Trunp, negative things about adm nistration,
things like that?

PROSPECTI VE JURCR  No, no, no.

| got off Facebook for a while. | just came back
maybe three nonths. It was nostly ny personal page.
just kind of watch what other people do. | got ny friends
fromjunior high school. That's how | got on Facebook. |
wanted to find themall. | found themall. Then, | got
ki nd of stuck there.

The things that | post and the things that | Iike
to post are nusic, things that are cultural, Afrocentric.
My posts is Harlem | have a television show called
"Harlem Public Access.” | been doing that for 25 years.

I kind of stopped for a while. | have a show that | do.
That's ny hobby, things that |I like. |It's just reposting.

The only controversial thing that |'ve done is |
took a lot of thought to put this up. Wen you post,
everybody is thinking about what's going to happen when you
post it; right? That's the reason why you're posting it;
right? You re not posting it so you could wite things to
yoursel f. You put the stuff up for other people to see.

So, there was a thing with Malcolm X. | was kind of

conflicted with this one. Wat he said was right. Wat
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was said was right. Wiat he was saying--1 don't know if |
shoul d be saying this, but, just to put it out there--is
that African-Anerican, Negro, and the "N' word are recent

words fromthe |last 300 years, but the black man has been

around for years. |It's fromthe Bible and all that stuff;
right? | just found it interesting. So, | posted it. It
was like, "Ch, man." | was kind of scared to post it, but

it nmeant sonet hing.

MR, BLANCHE: Sure.

PROSPECTI VE JURCR It was that sense of pride
for African-Anmerican people, black nen, and bl ack women.
It was a thing of pride. So, if you view the stuff that I
put up, it's like things for children and ol d peopl e as
nysel f.

THE COURT: M. Blanche, are you just about done?

MR. BLANCHE: Yes. | have one nore question,
your Honor.

THE COURT: Very quickly.

MR BLANCHE: Just one nore question for the two
of you guys. This is the last question. This is it:

Anyt hi ng that you woul d want anybody in this room
to know that hasn't come out yet about you as it relates to
this trial that hasn't already come out?

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  Not that | can think of.

PROSPECTI VE JUROR  No. | don't have anyt hing.
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MR BLANCHE: Thank you.
THE COURT: Thank you, jurors.

"1l ask you to please step outside while the

attorneys review their notes.

bef or e:

Pl ease renenber the instructions |'ve given you

Do not discuss this case either anong yoursel ves

or with anyone el se.

(At this tinme, the panel of prospective jurors

exited the courtroom

pl ease.

(Pause in the proceedi ngs)

THE COURT: Are you ready?

MR BLANCHE: Yes.

THE COURT: The defense is ready.

MR, STEI NGLASS: W need a couple m nutes,

THE COURT: Sure.

(Pause in the proceedi ngs)

THE COURT: You all set, People?
M5. HOFFI NGER:  Yes, your Honor.
THE COURT: Ckay.

Judge,

Looki ng at seats 3, 4, and 5, People, are there

any chal | enges for cause?

M5. HOFFI NGER:  No, your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense, for cause?
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MR. BLANCHE: No, your Honor.

THE COURT: People, any perenptory chal |l enges
for 3, 4, and 5?

M5. HOFFI NGER:  Yes, your Honor.

The Peopl e chal | enge seat nunber 3, B-352, and
t he Peopl e chal l enge seat nunber 5, 364.

* * * * *

(At this time, Vincent M GCeraldi, Ill was

relieved by Susan Pearce-Bates as Senior Court Reporter)
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