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S i e : I have t h e hono r to s u b m i t h e r e w i t h m y f o u r t h annua l repo r t ,

and bel ieve t h a t a care fu l perusa l o f i t w i l l show t h a t a long the p a t h w a y

o f progress i n the last twe lve mon ths some ( la rk spots have been removed
and some b r i g h t spots made b r i gh te r . Mo re I n d i a n s are l i v i n g in houses |

and f e w e r i n tepees than there were one yea r ago. Mo re are c u l t i v a t i n g
the soi l and fewer f o l l o w i n g t h e chase than when I madem y l a s t annua l

repor t . . There are more in the carpenter , b l acksm i th , and o t h e r me-
chan ica l shops, t r y i n g to earn an honest l i v i n g , and fewer a t t h e w a r

danee, scalp dance, and sun dance t h a n i n October , 1883. There are

also severa l hundred more I n d i a n ch i l d ren in indus t r i a l , a g r i c u l t a r a l ,
and mechanica l schools, f i t t i n g themselves to become useful , i n t e l l i gen t
c i t izens, t han there were twe l ve mon ths since. D u r i n g the same per i od

many I n d i a n s have w i t h the proceeds o f t h e i r own labor purchased im-

p roved fa rm m a c h i n e r y and a g r i c u l t u r a l imp lements , and are m a k i n g
p r a i s e w o r t h y ef for ts t o take t h e i r places among the independen t a g r i

eu l tu r i s ts o f t h e coun t ry . T a k e n a l together , an i m p a r t i a l v i e w o f the
s i t aa t i on war ran t s the be l i e f t h a t some t i m e in the near f u t u r e i t is fa i r

t o presume t h a t , w i t h the aid o f such i n d u s t r i a l , a g r i c a l t a r a l , and me-

chanica l schools as are now be ing carr ied on, t h e I n d i a n w i l l be able
to care fo r h imsel f , and be no longe r a bu rden b u t a he lp to t h e Gov-
e rnmen t .

EXPENSE OF INDIAN SERVICE.

l a m not aware t h a t a n y repo r t f r o m th i s office has eve r shown j u s t
how much t h e G o v e r n m e n t con t r i bu tes f rom t h e U n i t e d States Treas-

u r y to feed and c lo the the 200,000 I n d i a n s who are i t s wards, ou t s i de

o f the f ive c iv i l i zed tr ibes. T h e p u b l i c a t large f inds f rom the proceed-

ings o f Congress and the p u b l i c press t h a t $5,000,000 i n round numbers

have been app rop r i a ted for t h e I n d i a n service, and th i s g ives to each
I n d i a n $25, wh ich , i f t rae , w o u l d n o t enable a n y person, e i t he r w h i t e o r

I n d i a n , to l i v e ve ry l a x a r i o u s l y , for i t is a f raet ion less than 7 cents a d a y -
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B u t smal l as th i s is, i t i s b y no means the wo rs t fea tu re o f the case,

because a f te r deduc t i ng f rom the $5,000,000 t h e m o n e y due t h e I n d i a n s ,

and wh i ch the G o v e r u m e n t on ly bo lds iu t r u s t f o r them, and then de-

d u c t i n g cost o f t r anspo r ta t i on and o ther l eg i t ima te and necessary ex-

penses, i t is found, b y a carefu l examina t i on o f the accounts, t h a t the
I n d i a n s actua l ly get o f the money belonging to the Government, to feed

and c lo the them, o n l y abou t $7 per annum per cap i ta , o r a- f rac t ion less
than 2 cents a day for each Ind ian . I t takes from t h e T r e a s u r y o f the

G o v e r n m e n t $ 1 , 0 0 0a year for each so ld ier i n o u r A r m y , whose ch ie f

business i t is to see t h a t peace is preserved on t h e f ron t i e r , wh i le i t
t a kes f rom t h e same source fo r each I n d i a n o n l y $7. I make th i s com-

par i son n o t f o r t h e purpose o f convey ing the idea t h a t t h e A r m y appro-

p r i a t i on is too much, f o r I do n o t know t h a t i t is, b u t for the purpose

o f show ing t h a t the [ u d i a n app rop r i a t i on is too smal l , because I do

know that i t és, i f i t is expected t o t rans fo rm the Ind ians f rom be ing
w i l d r o v i n g nomads in to peaceable, indes t r ious , and se l f - suppo r t i ug c i t -

izens in avy reasonable t ime.
A m o n g t h e i tems fo r wh i ch more l i b e r a l app rop r i a t i ons shou ld be

made, are pay o f pol ice, pay o f add i t i ona l farmers, and pay o f t h e off icera
w h o compose t h e courta o f I n d i a n offenses. I am susta ined by the bes t

and h ighes t a u t h o r i t y in say ing t h a t ? t h e r e is t h a t scat tereth and y e t

increaseth, and there is t h a t w i t h h o l d e t h more than is meet, b u t i f
t ende th to pover ty .? More l i b e r a l i t y i n p a y i n g I n d i a n agents, and

ass is t ing such I n d i a n s as need i t and show a dispos i t ion to help them-

selves w o u l d be t r u e economy, and hasten the d a y when the I n d i a n s

w o u l d need no pecun ia ry a i d f rom the Government .

DELIVERY OF GOODS AND SUPPLIES.

One g r e a t cause o f embar rassment i n t h e management o f the affairs

o f th i s B u r e a u is the fa i l u re to make t h e approp r ia t i ons fo r t h e I n d i a n
serv ice i n t ime, so t h a t de l i ver ies m a y be made a t t h e d i s t an t agencies
w i t h i n t h e yea r f o r wh i ch the app rop r i a t i ons are made, and as a conse-

quence t h e I n d i a n s are as comple te ly depr i ved o f any benef i t f o r t h a t

year as t h o u g h none had been made. I n th i s c o n n e c t i o nI cal l at ten-
t i on to the fac t t h a t a f t e r the a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l passes much t ime is

necessar i ly consumed before con t rac ts can be let , and a f te r con t rac ts
are awarded f r o m fi f teen to t h i r t y days? t ime is consumed before bonds

and cont raets can be executed and approved . I n add i t i on to th i s m a n y

o f t h e goods purchased, such as c l o t h i n g , ha rdware , wagons, &c. , have
to be manu fac tu red a f te r c o n t r a c t s a r e awarded and bonds approved.

I t is therefore ve ry e v i d e n t t h a t unless t h e I n d i a n a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l

passes ear ly in the session, m a n y o f the goods and suppl ies fo r t h e
ex t reme no r thwes te rn agencies canno t poss ib ly reach t h e i r des t ina t ion

w i t h i n t h e year f o r w h i c h they are purchased,

T h e newspaperso f the c o u n t r y have beeu fa l l o f compla in ts f o r mon ths

pas t , because cer ta in I n d i a n s a t t h e ex t r eme n o r t h e r n agencies were
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su f fe r i ng for food, and b y in ference t h e cause o f th js su f fe r i ng was at-

t r i b u t a b l e to neglect on the p a r t o f t h i s off ice; wh i le ov the con t ra ry ,

t h e su f fe r i ng o f these I n d i a n s fo r l a c k o f food, was a t t r i b u t a b l e direct ly

and ent irely f i rst , to the fac t t h a t the app rop r i a t i ons fo r t h e m were n o t
made u n t i l three mon ths a f t e r they should have been made, and sec-

ond, t h a t when made, the a m o u n t a l lowed was less than was asked for
b y th is office, and consequent ly insuf f ic ient f o r the abso lu te wan ts o f

these Ind ians, ?Che Black fee t , B lood and Viegan [ud ians , and those a t

F o r t Peck and F o r t B e l k n a p agencies, were d r i v e n to g r e a t s t ra i ts t o

sus ta in l i fe d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r and s p r i n g o f 1883 and 1884, be ing com-
pe l led to k i l l m a n y o f t h e i r horses and y o u n g stock ca t t l e fur food, and

to reso r t to every poss ib le expedient , such as ea t ing ba rk , w i l d roots ,

&c. , and there ia l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t many deaths amongs t t h e m were t h e
d i r e c t resu l t o f lack o f food. T h r o u g h o u t t h e i r severest t r ia l s , however ,

T a m g lad to beab le to say t h a t they h a v e been g u i l t y o f v e r y few acta

o f lawlessness o r depredat ion.
I t is e v i d e n t t h a t o w i n g to t h e en t i r e d isappearance o f game and t h e

i n a b i l i t y o f these I n d i a n s t o suppor t themselves fo r t h e p resen t b y ag r i -

cu l t n re , and i n t h e absence o f s tock herds old enough and la rge enough
go t h a t the increase m i g h t a f fo rd a permanent , even i f ve ry l im i t ed ,

supp ly , t h e y w i l l be compe l led t o depend n e a r l y a l toge ther on t h e G o v -
e r n m e n t f o r f ood for several years to come. These Ind ians , n o t w i t h -

s t a n d i n g t h e i r l a t e sad experience, are cheer fu l l y endeavo r i ng to make
the bes t o f t h e i r p resent oppor tun i t i es , and are anx ious to he lp them-
selves. M u c h has been done b y t h e m d u r i n g t h e past year i n d i g g i n g

i r r i g a t i n g di tches, fenc ing and b reak ing fields, b u i l d i n g dwel l ing-houses,
&e., and they are, w i t h few except ions, d i l i g e n t l y and p a t i e n t l y s t rag -

g l i n g fo r independence; and there is good reason to hope t h a t w i t h
p r o p e r assistance, i n a few years each househo ld w i l l o w n a team and

h a v e enough land unde r c u l t i v a t i o n , wh ich , w i t h a few stock-cat t le , w i l l
be suf f ic ient to make a g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f t h e m near l y independent . Ta

v i e w of a l l thess circumatances, I bel ieve t h a t t h e r e has never been a

t i m e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f these t r i bes when j u d i c i o u s assistance and encour-

agemen t , f rom the G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d have been so benef ic ia l to t h e m

as at present.
T have ca l led a t t e n t i o n t o these t h i n g s before, and now do so again ,

w i t h t h e hope t h a t Congress may see the necessity o f m a k i n g appro -

p r i a t i ons fo r the I n d i a n serv ice as to t ime and quant i t y so as to p reven t ,
i n t h e fu ture , a l l j u s t comp la i n t s o f th i s charac te r .

MANNER OF MAKING APPROPRIATIONS.

I n m y las t annua l r e p o r t I ca l led a t t en t i on to th i sm a t t e r i n t h e fo l -

l o w i n g language:

« U n d e r t h e present system o f m a k i n g appropr ia t ions fo r the I n d i a n -

service, aud the r a l i n g s o f t h e accoun t ing off icers o f the T r e a s u r y i n the
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se t t l emen t o f accounts , t h i s office is ve ry much embarrassed, and la rge

Joas o f fauds is occasioned. Money t h a t m i g h t be ve ry advan tageous ly
used i f the D e p a r t m e n t had any power to exercise i t s d isc re t ion i n the

ma t t e r , now goes back i n to the Treasu ry every year to the amoun t o f

hund reds o f thousands o f dol lars, because some change o r c i rcumstance

occurs t h a t could n o t poss ib ly have been foreseen a t the t ime the appro-

p r i a t i o n was made. I f the appropr ia t ions were made more i n b u l k , o r

80 ast o a l l o w the D e p a r t m e n t to use i ts d isc re t ion i n t h e i r expend i tu re ,
80 t h a t any p a r t o f an a p p r o p r i a t i o n n o t needed for t h e object or purpose

fo r wh i ch i t was made, o r t h a t cou ld be spared there f rom, cou ld be used.

f o r some other object o r purpose i n t h e I n d i a n service, i t wou ld a id v e r y
ma te r i a l l y the smooth and successful opera t ions o f t h i s off ice; p r o v i d e d

a lways , however , t h a t no t r ea t y s t ipu la t ions shou ld in any manner b e

in ter fe red w i t h . N o one, howeve r w e l l pos ted i n t h e af fu i rs o f t h e
I n d i a n Office, can by any poss ib i l i t y k u o w exac t l y w h a t w i l l be needed

at every p o i n t f o r one yea r i n advance, and as a m a t t e r o f course mem-
bers o f Congress canno t be better, posted i n these mat te rs t h a n those

whose business i t is to wa tch every p a r t o f i t f o r th ree hundred and

s ix ty - f i ve days in t h e year. I f Congress w i l l f i x the a m o u n t to be ex-

pended fo r the I n d i a n service, a n d leave t h e D e p a r t m e n t to d i s t r i b u t e

i t as t h e w a n t s o f the serv ice seem to requ i re , I am conf iden t i t would
be @ grea t i m p r o v e m e n t on the p resen t manner o f d o i n g business.

U n d e r the present system some non- t rea ty t r ibes o f I n d i a n s receive 3

pounds gross o f beef pe r cap i ta each day, and some 2 ounces p e r cap i t a
each day. I f the p lan I suggest were adop ted th i s d isp ropor t ion cou ld

be remedied, wh i le i t canno t be remed ied u n d e r the present system.
? I f the m a n n e r o f m a k i n g t h e approp r ia t i ons fo r the I n d i a n service

?be con t ras ted w i t h t h a t o f the W a r Depa r tmen t , i t w i l l add s t r e n g t h

t o t h e suggest ions wh i ch I h a v e made, T h e app rop r i a t i ons fo r t h e

?War D e p a r t m e n t f o r t h e year 1883, a m o u n t i n g i n r o u n d numbers to
$25,000,000, were made unde r less t h a n s i x t y d i f fe ren t heads, l eav ing ,

v e r y p rope r l y , as I bel ieve, a l a rge d iscre t ion w i t h t h e Secretary o f
?War as to t h e i r disposal. T h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n for the I n d i a n serv ice o f

abou t one- four th t h a t a m o u n t is cu t u p i n t o abou t t w o h u n d r e d and

s i x t y separate and d i s t i ne t appropr ia t ions , each one o f wh i ch m u s t be

used as spec ia l l y prov ided, and fo r no o t h e r purpose, a l t h o u g h i t m a y
happen t h a t i n one place there is an abundance, w h i l e i n another w a n t

and famine m a y preva i l . I n o t h e r words, the who le W a r D e p a r t m e n t ,
w i t h a l l i ts Bureaus , has o n l y abou t s i x t y d i f fe reu t app rop r ia t i ons , w h i l e

the I n d i a n B u r e a u alone has i ts app rop r ia t i ons u n d e r t w o h u n d r e d and
s i x t y d i f fe ren t heads. Y have t h o u g h t i t my d a t y to ca l l a t ten t ion to

th i s i n o rde r t h a t the much-needed change m a y be made i n the manner
o f m a k i n g app rop r i a t i ons fo r t h e I n d i a n service.?

Congress a t the last session, in the direct ion o f this l ine o f pol icy,
provided in the Ind ian appropriat ion b i l l tha t ? Government property

now on hand,? no t required at the reservation where i t is, m igh t be
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used for t h e bene f i t o f o t h e r reservat ions. Th i s , i t w i l l b e observed ,

o n l y provides f o r t h e p r o p e r t y wh i ch was on h a n d a t t h e date o f t h e

passage o f the act , to w i t , on the 4th o f J u l y , 1884, b u t does n o t au tho r -

jze any a p p o r t i o n m e n t o r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f goods o r suppl ies purchased
a f t e r t h a t date. T h i s does n o t meet t h e necessit ies o f t h e case to w h i c h

I referred, and I now aga in i n v i t e a t t en t i on to t h i s m a t t e r and urge t h e
impo r t ance o f such leg i s l a t i on as w i l l a l l o w o f the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f goods

a n d suppl ies o f a l l k i n d s to non - t rea ty t r i bes o f I n d i a n s i n snch man-

n e r as to k i n d and q u a n t i t y as in the op in ion o f the D e p a r t m e n t m a y

be calcu lated to p r o m o t e t h e bes t in terests o f the serv ice; and I do n o t
hes i ta te to assert t h a t the same a m o u n t o f money disposed o f in th i s

m a n n e r w i l l do much more good and g ive more genera l sa t is fac t ion t h a n
i t does on the present p lan.

S A L E O F A R M S A N D A M M U N I T I O N , A N D L I Q U O R T O I N D I A N S .

T aga in ca l l a t ten t i on to t h e fec t t h a t no l a w ex is ts t o p r e v e n t t h e
sale o f a rms and a m m u n i t i o n to Ind ians . T h i s office can a n d does pre-

v e n t persons l iceused a n d unde r bonds es I n d i a n t raders f r o m f u r n i s h .

i n g e i t he r arms or a m m u n i t i o n to I n d i a n s ; b u t outs ide par t i es f u r n i s h
b o t h a rms and ammun i t i on , because there is no l a w to p u n i s h them fo r

so do ing. T h i s pract ice places the I n d i a n s i n a semi - independent posi-

t i o n to t h e Gove rnmen t , w h i c h has been p r o d u c t i v e o f m u c h t roub le ,
and, i n some instances, loss o f l i fe. I hope, therefore, t h a t Congress

m a y see the necessi ty o f pass ing a s t r i hgen t p r o k i b i t o r y law on t h i s

subject , so t h a t t h e personal l iber ty o f b o t h wh i tes and I n d i a n s m a y be

in te r f e red w i t h in th i s pa r t i cu l a r .
Congress, a t the las t session, so f a r responded t o m y repeated re-

quests f o r f u n d s to be used i n t h e prosecu t ion o f persons who f u r n i s h
i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r te I n d i a n s as to make an a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $5,000

fo r t h a t purpose. T h i s is one step i n t h e r i g h t d i rec t ion , and the f i r s t

one t h a t has been t a k e n upon t h i s p a r t i c u l a r subject , and i t has a l r eady

p roduced good resul ts , one o f w h i c h is t h a t some o f the v io la to rs o f l a w

are n o w i n pr ison, B u t t h i s is b u t a s tep in the commencement o f
w h a t shou ld be fo l lowed b y leg is la t ion to make i t t h o r o u g h l y effect ive,

A f t e r t h e of fender has been arrested, t r i ed , and found g u i l t y , the pun-

i s h m e n t unde r the l a w as i t now stands m a y be, and i n m a n y instances

is , so l i g h t ast o be n o t e r r o r to the e v i l doer. W h e n f r o m $100 t e $500
h a v e been expended i n p rosecu t i ng a case to conv i c t i on o f t h e of fender

and then have h im f ined $1 and impr i soned one day, as has been the case

i n some instances, i t is v e r y obv ious t h a t t h i s wo rs t o f a l l ev i ls i n the
I n d i a n coun t r y w i l l n o t be removed, and is so b road a fa r ce as to be

j u s t l y r id icu led and despised. T h e o n l y e f fec tua l r e m e d y fo r th i s is the
one w h i c h I have repea ted l y recommended, a n d t h a t is to make the

p e n a l t y noé less than $300 fine, and not less t h a n t w o years? i m p r i s o n m e n t .
T h e l a w now reads n o t more t h a n $300, a n d not more than t w o years?

i m p r i s o n m e n t .
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T h e I n d i a n s themselves compla in o f the Government?s a l l ow ing

w h i t e men t o f u r n i s h l i q u o r t o t h e i r people, and i n some casos d o

a l l i n t h e i r powe r to cure t h i s e v i l b y severe ly p u n i s h i n g the i r o w n

people w h o i n d u l g e in the use o f i n t o x i c a t i n g l iquors . W h a t mas t an
I n d i a n t h i n k o f a G o v e r n m e n t c l a i m i n g t o be governed b y the p r i nc i -

p les o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , and u r g i n g t h e m to abandon t h e i r hesthen ish

prac t ices and a d o p t t h e w h i t e man?s ways , wh i ch a t the same t i m e
a l l ows the meanest and v i l es t creatures in t h e persons o f whi te men to

demora l ize and debauch t h e i r y o u n g men b y f u r n i s h i n g them w i t h t h a t

w h i c h b ru ta l i zes and dest roys t h e m ? W h a t i s w a n t e d nowi s a p e n a l t y
a t tached to t h e l a w f o r i t s v i o l a t i on commensura te w i t h the c r ime , and

I earnes t l y reques t t h a t Congress a t i ts n e x t seasion w i l l , in a d d i t i o n t o

t h e good w o r k w h i c h i t has begun by a p p r o p r i a t i n g money for the prosecn-

t i on o f those who f u r n i s h l i q u o r to I n d i a n s , also make the p e n a l t y f o r
t h e v i o l a t i on o f t h e l a w so severe as to make i t dangerous for any one
t o v io la te i t .

REMOVALS OF INDIANS.

Orows .?S ince m y las t r e p o r t was made, t h e C r o w Ind ians , whose rea-

e rva t ion i n M o n t a n a i s es t ima ted to cou ta in 4,713,000 acres, have been
ren ioved f r o m t h e i r o ld loca t ion in t h e western p a r t o f t h e reserva t ion

to t h e va l leya o f t h e B i g H o r n and t h e L i t t l e B i g H o r n Rivers . M u c h
d i f f i c u l t y was exper ienced i n m a k i n g th i s removal , f rom the fac t t h a t

Congress o n l y a p p r o p r i a t e d $10,000 fo r th i s purpose, wh i le the b i d s re-
ce ived a f te r a d v e r t i s i n g t w i c e accord ing t o l a w , for t h e cons t ruc t i on o f

t h e agency bu i ld ings , ranged f r o m 4 3 , 0 0 0 to $70,000. A f t e r t r y i n g i n
v a i n fo r m o n t h s to secure the cons t ruc t ion o f the necessary b u i l d i n g s

b y t h i s means, i t was dec ided t o send a special agen t on to t h e g r o u n d
selected f o r the f u t u r e home o f these Ind ians , and to c o n s t r a c t o u t o f the

t i m b e r g r o w i n g the re t h e bu i l d i ngs requi red. T h e w o r k i n t r u s t e d t o

th i s agent , I am g lad to say, has a p p a r e n t l y been sa t i s fac to r i l y done,

and as a consequence we have to -day n o t o n l y t h e requ i red agency

bu i l d i ngs , f o r w h i c h cont rac tors asked f r o m $43,000 t o $70,000, b u t
h a v e also i n a d d i t i o n 52 log cabins fo r I n d i a n dwe l l i ngs .

D u r i n g t h e las t year 300 acres o f l and have been b r o k e n fo r cu l t i va -

t i o n a t the n e w agency, abou t 100 homesteads taken , and more land.

c u l t i v a t e d b y t h e I n d i a n s t h a n i n any p rev ious yea r o f t h e i r h i s to ry .
I n add i t i on to th is a la rge n u m b e r o f s tock ca t t l e have been purchased.

f o r them, t h u s p lac ing them @ l ong w a y i n advance o f t h e pos i t i on oc-

eup ied by t h e m one year ago. A l l th is has been done w i t h o u t c rea t i ng

a def ic iency i n any b r a n c h o f t h e app rop r i a t i on , and w i t h o u t the viola-
t i o n o f any l aw o r regu la t i on o f the D e p a r t m e n t , and t h u s a l o n g step

t a k e n i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t r a n s f o r m i n g the ? w i l d Crows of the m o u n t a i n s ?
i n t o a peaceable and se l f -suppor t ing people.

N o t o n l y has th i s been done, b u t i t has thas been made possib le t o

add to the pub l i c doma in a t least 3,000,000 acres o f th i s reserva t ion ,

l eav ing s t i l l a l l the l a n d necessary fo r t h e use and occupancy o f th i s
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tr ibe o f Indians. I f th is 3,000,000 acres are so disposed of as to give
the Crows some benefit of the proceeds thereof, they w i l l no longer re-
quire any aid from the Government, and thus one fract ion o f the Ind ian

problem wi l l have been solved, and an example and incentive given to
other tribes o f Ind ians to do likewise.

T o n k a w a s . ? A smal l t r i be o f T o n k a w a I n d i a n s has fo r m a n y years

been l i v i n g in t h e Sta te o f Texas w i t h o u t any reserva t ion or r i g h t to

any pa r t i cu l a r locat ion. Congress for several years has made a sma l l
app rop r i a t i on fo r t h e i r rel ief, and i n t h e absence o f a n y a u t h o r i t y to ap -

p o i n t , o r f u n d s to pay an agent , an off icer o f the A r m y has been deta i led
t o l o o k a f te r t h e i r interests. T h e cond i t i on o f these I n d i a n s bas not im-

proved, bu t , on the con t ra ry , has become worse each year. A t t h e l a s t

session o f Congress an a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $10,000 was made for the ? sup-

p o r t , c i v i l i za t i on , and i n s t r u c t i o n o f the T o u k a w a Ind ians , and fo r t h e i r

remova l to a reserva t ion i n t h e I n d i a n Ter r i t o ry .? A r r a n g e m e n t s h a v e

n o w been made fo r r e m o v i n g these I n d i a n s f r o m Texas to the I o w a
reserva t ion i n the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , where by t r e a t y s t i pu la t i ons t h e

G o v e r n m e n t has the r i g h t to place o t h e r I n d i a n s than the Iowas. T h i s

w i l l p lace these I n d i a n s unde r a r e g u l a r agent , and on l a n d where t h e y

ean l e g a l l y rema in , w i t h an o p p o r t u n i t y to make homes f o r the i r fami -
Hes, and engage i n a g r i c u l t n r a l pu rsu i t s , and a chance to ava i l them-

selves o f the advan tages o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t schools i n t h a t reg ion . .

C O U R T O F I N D I A N O F F E N S E S ,

I n m y las t annua l r e p o r t I h a d the honor to cal l y o u r a t t en t i on to the
? C o u r t o f I n d i a n Offenges? w h i c h had been estab l ished a t a few o f t h e

agenc ies ; and, be l i ev i ng t h a t the o rgan iza t i on o f th i s cou r t w o u l d be
@ prac t i ca l benef i t to the I n d i a n service, and tend m a t e r i a l l y t o t h e

advancemen t and c i v i l i z a t i o n o f the Ind ians , I recommended t h a t a
sa f f i c ien t a p p r o p r i a t i o n be made f o r the purpose o f p a y i n g the j u d g e s

a reasonable compensat ion fo r t h e i r services. A t every agency w h e r e

t h e cou r t has been es tab l i shed i t has been w e l l received, and the decis-

ions o f t h e j u d g e s respec t fu l l y acquiesced i n a n d qu ie t l y and peaceab ly

enforced. A t some o f t h e agencies th i s cou r t has been i n s t r u m e n t a l

i n abo l i sh ing m a n y o f the most ba rba rous and pern ic ious customs t h a t

have existed among the I n d i a n s f rom t ime i m m e m o r i a l ; and i f p r o p e r l y

encouraged, and t h e I n d i a n s are made to bel ieve t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t
is honest i n i ts endeavors to p romote t h e i r we l fa re and i n t e l l e c t u a l and

mora l advancement , I be l ieve t h a t in a f e w years p o l y g a m y and t h e

heathen ish eustoms o f t h e gun dance, sca lp dance, and w a r dance w i l l
be en t i r e l y abol ished. .

T h e repor ts o f the agents o f t h e agencies w h e r e th i s cou r t ig, organ-
ized ind i ca te v e r y conc lus ive ly the benef ic ia l resu l ts a l ready accom-

pl ished, T h e agen t o f the U m a t i l l a A g e n c y , Oregon, says t h a t t h i s
e o u r t ?

Has worked admirably and made a radical change, especially among the young
men of the tribe, for the better, as all disorders or offenses that come beforethe judges
here are inexorably punished.



x R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N E R O F I N D I A N A F F A I R S .

The agent o f the For t Peck Agency, Montana, saya tha t this c o u r t ?

Has been of practical value to me. All minor offenses and difficnitics that fre-
quently arise, that of neccssity must be adjusted, are turned over to the judges of the
court. The Indians are willing to abide by their decision and submit to the penalty
imposed. The decision and authority, coming a8 i t does from their own people, has
the moral tendenoy to edncate them up to the idea of law.

The agent o f the Nez Pereé Agency, in Idaho, says:

The court hag done # good work during the past year in correoting error and crime.
?The following is o list of caaes passed upon by waid court:

No. of Fines
Offenees. ?canes, | collected.

Dronkennoss ? 16s 25
ef 3 38 00

Wite catia 2 2 0Piaality of wi 1 300
Disorderly ovoduot 1 10 09
Contempt of court 1 40-00

356 35

Amount of fines imposed and not yet collected, #20.

The agent o f the Standing Rock Agency, Dakota, says tha t he organ-
ized the cour t o f Ind ian offenses at his agency in October last, and i s ?

Pleased to atate that ithas given eutireentisfaction. The judges aregoodmen, who
command respect and have the confidence of the Indiana, and their decisions have
been just and impartial, aud havo in every case been sustained by public sentiment,
Semione of this court are held every alternate Saturday, and it aids me materially in
adminiatering the affairs of tho agency,

The agent o f the Devi l 's Lake Agency, Dakota, says:
?The court of Indian offensesis of great assiatanceto an agent in keoping the Indians

under proper restraint and enforcing the laws published by the Department for the
punishment of offenses, for without their assistance the facta in the cases would never
he gotat. ?It takes a thief to ostch a thief,? and i t requires an Indian lawyer to
sift an Indian statement and the evidence of Indian witnesses, Crimes and much
petty trouble are prevented, because the Indians know that the true facts in the case
?will be understood and learned by the Indian judges; wheress a white man could be
fooled, as they express it. The system also relieves the agent of much disagreeable
work and odium in connection with the dutyo f imposing fines or imprisonment upon
offenders. I have divided the reservation into three achool districte, and the judge
residing in each district is reaponsible for the attendance at school of the children in
that district. If these men were under pay the iask of keeping children at school
would be a less arduous one, During the year the judges have tried forty-two cases

avd passed sentenceo f imprisonment or fine upon thirty-four offenders,

The agent o f the W h i t e Ea r th Agency, Minnesota, says:

?The court here haa relieved me of many trying cases, and now it would seem aa i f
i t would be imposaible to do without them. Their Judgment in most cases has been
excellent, and their decisions eubmitted to without any complaint in most cases,
There are a fow lawless persona here that have been able to do as they wished for
many years, and the restraint that this court has been to them has cansed some
little dissatisfaction. But it is only a question of time and i t will become a perma-
nent fixture and recognized aa the only wayt o settle the little differences among
them. I f these judges could be paid @ reasonable salary for their time and services
there wonld not be any doubt of the continued good results from this court.
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T h e a g e n t o f t h e Santee and F l a n d r e a u A g e n c y says t h a t his c o u r t

o f I n d i a n offenses has t r i e d t h i r t y - t h r e e cases d u r i n g the pas t year ,

a n d t h e fines co l lec ted have aggrega ted $56. H e t h i n k s the cou r t is

d o i n g good service and is o f much benef i t to t h e agency i n p r e v e n t i n g
and p u n i s h i n g cr ime.

The agent of the Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebraska, says:

The Indian court of offenses has proven efficient and effective in dealing with the
class of disordere which come under its control, It is, however, daily more apparent
that thethree judges of this court should be compensated for their services, aa they
are frequently called upon to do uopepular things, and, i f true to the duties of their
office, often risk peraonal friendship and help. ?Thia ia a jast reason why they should
be made independent and secure against loss. Another reason ia found in the fact
that the jadges must be of necessity taken from the more advanced and progressive
People, and ach have farma that canuot be left without loss while they are giving
their time to trials. Each convening of the judges costa them a day?s time, which
cannot be given without loss. With proper compensation and under proper provi.
ions the duties of the judges could be enlarged and the order and discipline of the
people eubanced.

The three judges of this agency have also jo ined in a strong appeal
for compensation for the i r services. They say t h a t they havep a t i e n t l y
investigated every case brought before them, tha t their author i ty has
been fu l l y recognized by the whole tr ibe, and every penal ty ordered by

the court has been executed, and that, among other things, polygamy
has been ent irely abolished under their administrat ion.

A s appears f r o m the above, one g r e a t d r a w b a c k to the successful o rgan-
i z a t i o n o f th i s c o u r t is the lack o f money to pay the judges and o t h e r

off icers o f the c o u r t a compensat ion f o r t h e i r services. Hence many o f the

agents have been unab le to organ ize t h e cour t , because t h e i r best I n d i a n s

a re u n w i l l i n g t o leave t h e i r f a rms and business occupat ions when they

k n o w t h a t t h e i r o u l y r e w a r d m a y perhaps be a loss o f in f luence andp o p -
u l a r i t y among t h e t r i be . I t is a r a r e case o f unsel f ish devo t i on to t h e

p u b l i c we l fa re fo r a w h i t e man to accept an office w i t h responsib le da t ies

at tached, unless i t i s a lso accompanied w i t h a commensura te sa lary .
I t i s n o t reasonable to expec t the I n d i a n to be more unsel f ish than h is

w h i t e b r o t h e r , and hence i f i t is desired t h a t t h i s cou r t shou ld be con-

t i nued , and ca r r i ed i n t o successful operat ion, i t is abso lu te l yn e c e s s a r y
t h a t some prov i s ion be made to pay the officers o f the c o u r t a reasona-

b l e compensat ion. T h e judges , i n m y opinion, shou ld n o t be asked to

serve fo r less t h a n $20 per m o n t h , and f o r t h e p a y m e n t o f t h i s sa la ry

and o t h e r necessary expenses a n a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $50,000 w o u l d be
suf f ic ient . I f t h i s a m o u n t was a p p r o p r i a t e d t h e c o u r t cou ld be suc-

cess fu l l y establ ished a t every agency where i t was f o u n d n e c e s s a r y .
T h e agents w o u l d be re l ieved o f a large amoun t o f unnecessary labor a n d
annoyance, and i t wou ld be a m a t t e r o f economy to the G o v e r n m e n t i n

s a v i n g the expense here to fore incu r red o f suppress ing cr imes wh i ch are
now inc luded in the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f the cou r t o f I n d i a n offenses. 1 the re -

fore respec t fu l l y recommend t h a t Congress be asked f o r a na p p r o p r i a -
t i on o f $50,000 fo r t h e purpose above ment ioned.
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INDIAN HOMESTEAD ENTRIES.

T h e I n d i a n app rop r i a t i on ac t f o r t h e c u r r e n t yea r con ta ins a clause

a l l o w i n g I n d i a n s t o ava i l themse lves o f t h e homestead laws w i t h o u t

t h e p a y m e n t o f fees and commiss ions on account o f entr ies o r proofs ,

a n d appropr ia tes t h e sum of $1,000 t o aid I n d i a n s in m a k i n g select ions
o f l and and t h e necessary proofs. U n d e r th i s ac t severa l entr ies have

peen made by I n d i a n s in W a s h i n g t o n T e r r i t o r y who fo r years have
?been i n possession o f land a long the C o l u m b i a R ive r . I t i s be l ieved
t h a t t h i s prov is ion , a v d y o u r ac t ion i n d i r e c t i n g loca l off icers t o refuse

ent r ies o f wh i tes npon lands occupied b y Ind ians , as embodied i n c i r -
cu la r o f the Genera l L a n d Off ice da ted M a y 31, 1884, w i l l enable m a n y

I n d i a n s to secare t i t l es to t h e i r lands.

This clause also provides t h a t al l patents for lands under the Ind ian

homestead act shall be o f the legal effect and declare tha t the United
States does and w i l l hold the land thus entered fo r the period o f twenty-

five years in t r u s t for the sole use and benefit o f the Indian b y whom such
ent ry shall have been made, or in case of his decease, o f his widow and
heirs, according to the laws of the State or Terr i tory where such land is
located; and tha t a t the expirat ion o f said period the United States w i l l
convey the same by patent to said Indian, or his widow and heirs as
aforesaid, in fee, diacharged of said t rus t and free o f al l charge or ?in-

euimbrance whatsoever.

ALLOTMENT OF LANDS IN SEVERALTY AND PATENTS.

Du r i ng the year 12 certificates o f al lotments have been issued to the
Ind ians on the Wh i te Ea r th Reservation, under the t reaty w i th the

Chippewas o f the Mississippi concluded March 19, 1867 (16 Stat., 721);
2 to the Pottawatomies o f the Indian Terr i tory , under the act o f M a y

28, 1872 (17 Stat., 159), the cost of the land to the Uni ted States in the
nine Pottawatomie cases hav ing been reimbursed by the allottees ;
12 to the Sioux Ind ians at the Rosebud Agency, under the s ix th art icle
o f the Sioux treaty concluded A p r i l 29, 1868 (15 Stat., 637), and 2 to
the Sisseton Indians on Lake Traverse, under the t reaty o f February

19, 1867 (15 Stat., 505).
Pa ten ts have been issued as fo l l ows : 78t o the Ch ippewas o f L a k e Sa-

p e r i o r and t h e Miss iss ipp i , on the Lac C o u r t U r e i l l e Reservat ion, under

the prov is ions o f the t h i r d ar t i c le o f t h e t r ea t y o f September 30, 1854
(10 Stat . 1110) ; and 6 to the Sisseton and W a h p e t o n bauds o f S i o u x ,

unde r the f i f t h a r t i c l e o f the t r e a t y o f F e b r u a r y 19, 1867 (15 Stat . 505);

m a k i n g t h e to ta l n u m b e r o f cer t i f icates and pa ten ts issued 119. ATlot -
men t s have also been app roved by t h e Pres iden t in f avo r o f 119 I n d i a n s

i n W a s h i n g t o n T e r r i t o r y , a n d t h e issuance o f pa ten ts to 60 o f these
has been author ized. T h i s off ice has also approved , i n a d d i t i o n to t h e

fo rego ing , a l lo tments to 102 I n d i a n s i n W a s h i n g t o n T e r r i t o r y , and re-

quested the issuance o f patents .
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Several o f the agents report tha t their Indians are earnestly asking
for allotments, which have hi therto been delayed for the want o f an ap-
propr iat ion to survey the reservation.

The bi l l to inerease the quant i t y o f land to be allotted the Nez Pereé

and Wi l lamet te Indians, to which reference was made in m y last Annua l
Report, passed the Senate a t the last session o f Congress, bu t no action
was taken by the House. The general al lotment b i l l also passed the
Senate in a form generally acceptable to this Office, bu t received no
action from the House. I t is hoped tha t favorable action may be taken
npon both these bills by the House of Representatives a t the next ses-
sion.

SURVEY OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

The f i r s t a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f any consequence in ten years fo r the su rvey ©

o f I n d i a n reservat ions was made a t the las t session o f Congress, when
the sum of $50,000 wag app rop r i a ted ? f o r survey and subd iv i s ion o f I n -

d i a n reservat ions, and de f i n i ng by surveys the boundar ies o f reserva-

t i ons and o f lands to be a l l o t t ed to Ind ians.? T h e ac t prov ides t h a t

$5,000 o f th i s amount , or so much the reo f as may be necessary, sha l l be
used fo r s u r v e y i n g and de f i n i ng the boundar ies o f the N a v a j o I n d i a n
Reservat ion. A l t h o u g h the sum a p p r o p r i a t e d is b u t h a l f t h e amoun t

es t ima ted for , i t w i l l do much to re l ieve the service o f one o f the most
ser ious embar rassments w i t h wh i ch i t has h a d to contend. I t w i l l en-
ab le th i s office to re run and r e m a r k t h e l ines o f ce r ta in reservat ions

wh i ch have heretofore been surveyed, and poss ib ly to i naugu ra te some
o r i g i na l surveys , so t h a t t h e w o r k o f a l l o t m e n t w i l l p r o b a b l y be con-

t i n u e d d u r i n g t h e yea r to a g rea te r e x t e n t t han heretofore. I t i st h e i t

t e n t i o n to use th i s money where i t is mos t needed, and re ly upon Con-

gress fo r f u r t h e r app rop r ia t i ons to accompl ish the surveys i n o t h e r
places.

The want o f a proper defini t ion o f reservation boundaries has been
for years, and is sti l l , one of the most f ra i t fu l causes of contention and dis-

o r d e r known tothe Department, and i t i s to be hoped tha t the fu l l amount
o f my estimate for surveys for the ensuing fiscal year may be provided,
i n order tha t exist ing disputes may be speedily settled, and a subdi-
vision o f lands wi th in the reservations made, wherever required and
deemed advisable, for the sett lement of the Ind ians in ind iv idua l
homes,

LEASING OF INDIAN LANDS.

Since t h e date o f m y las t annua l repor t , numerous app l i ca t i ons have

been received f r o m part ies des i rous to lease I n d i a n lands, be ld by o r d i n a r y

occupancy , b y tenancy , o r b y sufferance, m a i n l y f o r cat t le g raz i ng p u r -
poses. T o a l l such , answer, based upon D e p a r t m e n t r u l i n g on theques t ion

in t h e Fen lon case, A p r i l 25, 1883, has been re tu rned t h a t no a u t h o r i t y o f

l aw ex is ted for t h e making o f such leases o r agreements b y the I n d i a n s o r
b y th is D e p a r t m e n t , and t h a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t w o u l d n o t approve them.
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A s a m a t t e r o f fact , however , some f e w agreements o f t h e cha rac te r

ment ioned have been entered i n t o by cer ta in I n d i a n t r ibes on t h e i r own

respons ib i l i t y , f r o m w h i c h t h e I n d i a u s are d r a w i n g more o r less pecu-"

n i a r y benef i t . These agreements, however , have n o t received the ap-

p r o v a l o f the D e p a r t m e n t f o r t h e reasons above sta ted . I t is ve ry de-

s i rab le t h a t Congress shou ld p u t th i s much vexed quest ion upon a

proper basis, so t h a t I n d i a n lands n o t necessary fo r o t h e r purposes m a y

be made a source o f income to the I n d i a n s unde r such ru les and regu-

la t ions as the Secre ta ry o f the I n t e r i o r w a y prescr ibe.

C R I M E S A N D O F F E N S E S .

A law is bad ly wanted for the punishmeat o f crimes and offenses
* amongst Ind ians themselves. I n m y last annual report I referred to

th is subject at considerable length, and pointed out the embarrassment
occasioned this Department by reason of the excepting clause ia the
Uni ted States Statutes (section 2146), which remits to t r iba l usages and
customs the punishment o f crimes and offenses committed between the
Ind ians themselves. Outside the five civi l ized tribes in the Ind ian ?Ler-

r i tory, who have their own legislatures, courts, and jud ic ia l machinery,
and amongst whom life and property are as secure as they are in the
States, the Ind ian is not amenable to any law for injur ies committed on
one of his own race in the Indian country. The resul t is tha t the most
bru ta l and unprovoked marders are committed, and the murderer goes

? a n w h i p t o f justice.?
A. notab le instance o f th i s is t h e case o f ? C r o w Dog ,? who k i l l e d the

celebrated C h i e f ? S p o t t e d T a i l ? on t h e S ioux reserva t ion , and w h o
was t r i e d and conv ic ted before the f i r s t d i s t r i c t cou r t o f Dako ta , s i t t i n g

as a U n i t e d States cour t , wh i ch he ld t h a t u n d e r t h e pecu l i a r p rov is ions
o f the t r ea t y o f 1868 and the agreement o f 1877, w i t h the S ioux Ind iana ,

i t h a d j u r i s d i c t i o n o f the offense, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the general p rov i s i on

i n t h e statutes, U p o n p e t i t i o n fo r w r i t o f habeas corpus and certio-

r a r i , the U n i t e d States Supreme Cour t he ld t h a t the s t a t u t o r y excep-
t i o n was n o t repealed b y t h e prov is ions o f the treat ies, and t h a t t h e
f i r s t d i s t r i c t c o u r t o f D a k o t a was w i t h o u t j u r i s d i c t i o n to f i nd o r t r y t h e

i n d i c t m e n t aga ins t the p r i sone r ; t h a t t h e conv ic t i on and sentence were

vo id , and t h a t h i s i m p r i s o n m e n t was i l l ega l . * T h e consequence is t h a t

C r o w D o g is a t large upon the reserva t ion unpun ished.
A n o t h e r no tab le case was t h a t o f Johnson Foster , a Creek I n d i a n ,

who c o m m i t t e d a cold-b looded murde r upon R o b e r t Po isa l , a c i v i l i zed

A r a p a h o , in t h e Shawnee coun t r y i n the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y . T h e facts
o f th i s case were f u l l y set ou t in m y last repo r t and need uot be reca-

p i t n l a ted . H e r e also the re was no legal r emedy a t hand, b u t the Ind i -
ans saved the G o v e r n m e n t a l l f u r t h e r t r o u b l e in t h e ma t t e r by f i n a l l y

shoot ing t h e murde re r d o w n l i k e a w i l d beast, no t , however , u a t i l he

"Ex-parte Crow Dog 109, U. 8. Reporte, 556.
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had dupl icated his crime b y murder ing the Uni ted States deputy mar-
shal who had h im in charge,

S t i l l another and more recent case is tha t o f Spotted Tait, junior , and

Thunder Hawk, who ki l led W h i t e Thunder (all o f them SiouxInd ians ) ,
the Rosebud Agency on the Sioux reservation. Under the decision

in the Crow Dog case, th is office had no al ternat ive bu t tor e l u c t a n t l y
order the prisoners, who, in the f r a t instance, had been placed in the
eustody of the mi l i ta ry , back to the reservation. I n regard to th is af-
fa i r the agent reports as fol lows:

The quietnde and monotony of affgize at the agency was broken on the evening of
May 29, by the killing of Chief White Thonder by Spotted Tail (son of the late
Chief Spotted Tail) and au Indian named Thunder Hawk. My information, obtained
principally from Spotted Tail afterthe fracas, ia that White Thunder,feeling aggrieved,
wout to Spotted Tail?a camp, aud took therefrom seven horses and other propeity;
Spotted Tail going to bis camp and seeing some of hie horses dead on the road, he,
with two others, Thunder Hawk and Long Pumpkin, went to and commenced firing
into tho camp of White Thunder's friends, during which White Thunder received
two riile shots, ono from Spotted Tail in the leg and another from Thunder Hawk in
the breast, from which he soon died. Long Pampkin was thought to be mortally
wounded; he haa progressed till the present time with prospects of final recovery,
?The father of White Thunder was also less seriously wounded, but on account of
extreme age may not recover, Six horses were killed in the affray. The next morn-
ing Spotted Tail and Thunder Hawk answered my summons and appeared before me
for examination. I gent them to Fort Niobrara. They have been kept prisoners at
the fort since that time,

I f thero is no law to punish or detain offenders of such character in durance, they
should not be returned to the place of their crimes, where the friends and relatives of
tho murdered reside, and who stand ready, whenever afflicted with ?bad hearte? or
are ?mourning,? to avenge the offense, endangering the lives of many, and good gov-
erawent of all. I look upon this trouble as an outgrowth of the return to this agency
of ?Crow Dog? (the murderer of Chief Spotted Tail, August, 18831), imprisoned, tried,
convicted, and condemned for thie crime; afterwards ou the decision of the United
States Supreme Court, ?that the court had no jurisdiction over Indian offenders
against Indians,? he was released and retumed here, feeling of more importance than
the highest chief of the nation. His presence from the time of hia return bas been
?the causo of jealousy and hearthurning; it has at different times appeared as though
trouble would result from this.canse. ?White Thunder? had become one of the pro-
gressive men among the Indiana; had recently induceda number of his band to leave
the vicinity of the agoncy to form a new camp where good farms could be made, and
hy his example indaced them to go to work. His death will be a loss to his people,
as also to the whites, to whom he was a good friend; hia influence was on the side of
good goverament, law and order,

Other instances may be cited, b u t enough have been. given to show
the necessity for an amendment o f the law in th is part icular. The aver-

age Indian may not be ready for the more complex questions o f c i v i l
Jaw, bu t he is suff iciently capable to discriminate between r i gh t and

wrong, and should be taugh t by the whi te man?s law to respect the per-
sons and proper ty o f his race, aud tha t under the same law he himsel f
is ent i t led to l ike protection.

I n th i s connect ion I des i re to cal l y o u r a t t en t i on t o t h e impor tance o f

es tab l i sh ing a U n i t e d States c o u r t i n the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , i n aceord-
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ance w i th exist ing treaties wi th the civi l ized tribes, and I cannot better
do so than by quoting from the annual report o f the agent a t the Union

Agency, to which the civ i l ized tribes are attached. He says:

In criminal cases where white men and Indians are the parties, or where both par-
ties are white wen, the case is tried by the United States court at Fort Smith, Ark.
About four-fifths of criminal cases tried at that court come from the Indian Tetritory ;

the Jong distances witnesses must travelto reach this court makes the adwiniatration
of justice not only very expensive to the Government, and to the witnesses who are
compelled to attend, but it is the cause of a large number of crimes committed in the
Territory not being reported; witnesses cannot afford to travel several times to Fort
Smith, Ark., to prosecute crimiuals. The fees and mileage will not pay ordinary fare
and necessary expenses of the trip, allowing nothivg for the time lost. The business
of the court is treusacted as rapidly a2 possible, but cases are continued from term to
term, and several trips mast be made by the witnesses before the cage is tried. Crim-
inals take advantage of thia state of affairs, and crime is much more prevalent thaa
i f a conrt was established in the Territory, aa the treaty provides and the Indians
desire. The Territory baving no friend at court to call attention to these matters,
the Indian Office should do ao in the interesto f good order and economy.

TIMBER AND OTHER DEPREDATIONS ON INDIAN LANDS.

A t the f i r s t session o f t h e p resen t Congress a b i l l (S. 1545} t o amend

sect ion 5388 o f the Rev ised S ta ta tes i n re la t ion to t i m b e r depreda t ions

80 a8 to a p p l y to a l l classes o f I n d i a n l ands , passed t h e Senate, b u t was
n o t reached i n the House. T h i s leg is la t ion is much requ i red , especia l ly

j n the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , where depreda t ions a re cons tan t , and I w o u l d

respec t fu l l y recommend t h a t t h e b i l l be a t i l l f u r t h e r amended, 80 a5 to
i n c l a d e coal aud o ther m ine ra l s npon I n d i a n lands.

INDIAN POLICE.

I n the Ind ian appropriat ion b i l l approved May 27, 1878, provision was
made fo r organiz ing an Indian policeforce, not exceeding 50 officers and

430 p r i va tes . Du r i ng tha t year @ force was organized at 80 dif ferent
agencies, and from t h a t day to this the wisdom of Congress in estab-
l ish ing such a force haa been more apparent every year. Du r i ng the
past year the force has consisted o f 784 officers and pr ivates at 48
ou t o f the 60 different agencies, and i t is believed t h a t the records o f
constabulary organizations throughout the country w i l l no t present a
more favorable showing for f idel i ty, faithfulness, and impar t ia l per-

formance o f du ty thanb a s been displayed by the Ind ian police, W h e n
i t ig borne in m ind tha t a great major i t y of the cases apon which
they are called to act are offenses committed by the i r own race against,

laws made by 2 race wi th which they have not heretofore been in sym-
p a t h y ; t h a t they are hedged in by rules and regulations which so
abr idge the absolute freedom to which they have been accustomed as to
ga l l and chafe them continual ly, any inf r ingement o f which is prompthy
punished; and t h a t many of the regulations established forb id prae-
tices which almost form @ par t o f the very existence of the Indian,
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prac t ices and eustoms wh i ch are to them a re l i g ion , and wh ich , i f neg-

lected, t h e y be l ieve w i l l r e s u l t i n d isas te r and death, the i m p a r t i a l i t y

w i t h wh ich the pol ice have per fo rmed t h e du t ies d e v o l v i n g upon them

is c red i tab le in the h ighes t degree. I t w a t t e r s n o t who the of fender ia,

w h e t h e r ch ie f o f t h e t r i b e o r a y o u n g war r i o r , I n d i a n or w h i t e maa, f r i end

o r foe, s t ranger o r one ? t o t h e manor born,? when ordered to make an
a r r e s t the re is no f l i n ch i ng from d u t y , and i t is t r u l y marve lous t h a t so

l i t t l e f r i c t i o n has occur red i n the per formance o f the i r dut ies. One o f
t h e best evidences o f t h e i r ef f ic iency and adherence to d u t y is shown

i n the fac t t h a t ou t o f a fores o f n e a r l y 800 men o n l y 80 have been dis-

charged f rom the force d u r i n g the yea r f o r a l l causes combined.
I cannot consc ien t ious ly per fo rm my d u t y nor do j u s t i c e to t h i s m e r

i t o r i ous body o f men w i t h o u t again ca l l i ng a t t en t i on to t h e i r meager

s a l a r y , a n d u r g i n g t h a t a more l ibera l compensat ion be paidt o them.

T h i s office requ i res t h a t t h e y sha l l be men o f unques t ioned energy ,

courage, and se l f - command ; be in v i g o r o u s b o d i l y h e a l t h ; be good

horsemen and good shots w i t h r i f le and pis to l . T h e y m u s t be we l l ac-

qua in ted w i t h the t o p o g r a p h y o f t h e reserva t ion , and m u s t so i n f o r m

themselves as to the appearance o f the cat t le , wagons, and o ther prop-
e r t y be long ing on t h e reserva t ion as to be able to i d e n t i f y them whereve r

f o u n d ; m u s t c o n s t a n t l y pa t r o l the d i s t r i c t s ass igned; m u s t g ive imme-

d ia te not ice o f the a r r i v a l o f s t r a n g e r s o n t h e rese rva t i on ; m u s t ob ta in

a l l possib le i n f o r m a t i o n in regard to t imber , ca t t le , a n d horse-thieves,

squat te rs , and l iquor-se l lers i n the v i c i n i t y , and m u s t v i g i l a n t l y w a t c h
t h e movements o f a l l suspic ious charac ters and t h e i r associates, and re-

p o r t the same; m u s t r e p o r t a l l mar r iages , deaths, and cases o f severe

sickness or acc iden t ; and m u s t per fo rm a l l t h e regu la r du t ies assigned,
and be ready f o r specia l service a t any t ime. T h e y are compel led t o

f u r n i s h and feed t h e i r own horses, m a n y o f them keep ing several , and
are of ten ou a t ra i l a t h a r d r i d i n g for days a t a t ime, a l l f o r t h e l o w

sa la ry o f $8 per m o n t h fo r off icers and $5 per m o n t h fo r pr iva tes . O f

t h e 784 men i n serv ice the p a s t year on ly 64 were s ing le m e n ; a l l the
o thers had fami l ies a v e r a g i n g f i ve members.

Dur i ng the year 128 resigned on account o f ?inadequate salary,? and
i t is surpr is ing t h a t any accept or retain the position. Congress, a t ita

last session, recognized the necessity o f greater compensation by au-
thor iz ing one agent to pay $15 per mouth. I earnestly recommend t h a t
the rate o f compensation per month be fixed as fol lowa: Officers, $15;
sergeants, $12; privates, $10.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

T h e f o l l o w i n g tab les s h o w : (1) T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n ; (2}

t h e objects and purposes o f t h e expend i t u res f r o m app rop r i a t i ons fo r

t h e f iscal years ended June 30, 1882, 1883, and 1884,
4266 I N D ? ? I L
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TABLE L.?Disiribution of population,

33 3B
f r e ; | ?esSee zStaton and Territories. ose gs E
cee a| 3e
eae | 823 | S35
< i s BF

Arisone. 3 | 18,690 248
California. 4 4 m 6600

i] oom aes
a] sme a
3| ae78 00

Indian Territory 6 1K,S84
Indlan Territory 1 4,000 |
Ion i] asa

1 7 |

i

?Montana
Nebraska (inclu

Nebraska).
Nevada.
Now Mexico.

Wroming .

Indlana and Ploride

?Total -

?Total number in United States, exalualve af thoao in Alanka
Of these 559 are in charge of a mllitary officer and net on en indian
UIndlane in chargeof a military officer, and aot on areaervation.

TABLE 2.?-Objects and purporea of the expenditures from appropriations for the flaoal yoare
ending June 30, 1882, 183, and [u34,

Objectsand purposes for which t h e appropriations |
ms m ave been ex pended. 'pprens 1882 1888,

Amount appropriated ... 5, 124, 448 80

Pay of Indi agente
of apecial agente. 5. ane 18 0588 Oe

Pay of intorpreters 23711 64 10. 187 63
B u i l d i n g sntagencies and repairs. ?38,000 06 34,136 18 30,941 08
Vaceination of [adiens 1,430 35 0 15 246 00
?Medicivies and medical suppites 5, 749 99 15,886 36 15,798 76
Annuity goods. 2) | 5a4,a52 69 371.078 73

Substwvenve supi 13| 2,473,600 81 | ? 2, 160, 987 92
Agrleultural aud we 73) "maz op 4 239.608 51
Expensesof transportation and storage . 16] 323 906 95 285, 148 76

Burehusrand iapection of annuitygoods and supplica, 25,968 $7 25,16) 12 2A,O03 13
?Advertising exponses and telegraphing .... A410 1 2 , 1 4 . 174 23 21,196 88
Pavioxt of antuity in money «yee ?| ses.sia 36! 254 889 8 238 668 56
Payment of regular employes aé ngencios moaex0 52 | 265,801 19 254, 383 30
?Paxment of temporary employés...... 8.345 68 7,320 Bt 7.096 48
Supportof achoul ae _ 246,209 18| $82)336 44 009, 974 21
To promote crvilization among Indians generally,

including Indian iabor - rereeees 233,04 48| 145,260 25 92.130 6?
?Traveling expenees of Indian agen 12 947 45 18,472 49 43 45
?Traveling oxpensea of special agente 2.790 76 2, 048 43 10 63
Incidents! expouses of azencies 9,251 00 38,288 7 2 a 7
Bas of Lnatan police, conta a0 6 200 08 66,097 08
?Presentato Indians¢..s.ces0r 6000
Stock for Indiana
Sorvey of Indiau reservations :

Pay and oxpenses of Indian inspectors.
Expenses of Indian commissionora
Agricultural {provements

figcollaneons ...
In honds of agents

?Totsl amount expended ..
?Balance unexpended - 187,00522 paaaked Milian
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SCHOOLS.

The status o f school work among Indians, exclusive o f the five civ i l -
ized tribes, cau best be shown by the fo l lowing comparative s ta tement :

Items. 4ess. | 1984. {Tnerense,

?Training achools, Carlisle; Forest Grove, &. 8 6
Pupils in taining schools ew| 3,195
Boandiag schools on or n 3 3
Papils in such gehoola, 4407 | 4,935

12 59
uz 198

$102) 5,002
5190} 4,709

O f t h e above, 130 b o a r d i n g p u p i l s and 892 d a y p u p i l s are in N e w
Y o r k 3 t h e day p u p i l s a t t e n d the 29 p u b l i c schoois wh i ch t h e Sta te o f

N e w Y o r k prov ides fo r h e r I n d i a n popu la t ion .

T r a i n i n g schoo ls .?The p r i n c i p a l educat iona l advance o f the year l a s

been the s t a r t i n g o f the three uew t ra in iug-schoo ls re fer red to in m y

l a s t repo r t , a t Genoa, Nebr . , Chi loced, I n d . Ter., and Lawrence , K a n s ,
opened, respect ive ly , in J a n u a r y , F e b r u a r y , and September . T h e re-

po r t s o f t h e f i rs t t w o are herewi th , on pages 207 and 209. T h e l a t t e r i s

o n l y j u s t unde r way, and haa now 125 o u t o f the 340 p u p i l s w h i c h i t w i l l

accommodate. T h e Chi loceo and Genoa schools have made a good

secord w i t h t h e i r 319 pup i l s . T h e y h a v e the advantage o f bo th Car-
l is le and Fo res t G rove i n possessing suf f ic ient l and , a n d are g i v i n g

special d t t en t i on to s tock- ra is ing and farming . T h e Chi locco boys have

a herd o f 425 cat t le , and t h e Genoa boys have c u l t i v a t e d f a i t h f u l l y 202
acres and raised 6,000 bushels o f corn, 2,000 bushels o f oats, and 1,200
bushels o f vegetables. T h e nearness o f the schools to I n d i a n reserva-

t ious g r e a t l y reduces vost o f t r anspo r ta t i on , b u t a t the same t i m e i t
suggests to the pup i l s a p r o m p t remedy fo r homesickness and rest ive-

ness unde r res t ra in t . B o t h schouls have been annoyed by runaways ,

b u t i t is hoped t h a t ser ious embar rassmen t f rom th is q u a r t e r need n o t
be ant ic ipated. Severa l o f t h e employés o f these schools are Car l i s le

and H a m p t o n graduates. I f Congress had u o t mod i f ied i ts appropr ia -
t ion and removed the res t r i c t i on wh ich l im i t ed the a m o u n t to be ex-

pended i n suppor t o f these schools to $200 per pup i l , i n c l u d i n g t r a v e l i n g

expenses, they cou ld n o t have been carr ied on. To requ i r e t h a t t h e
f i r s t éxpense o f an i n d u s t r i a l schoo! sha l l uo t exceed the lowes t sum a t

Which i t has been found possib le to cont inue a school a l ready estab-

l i shed is un jus t a n d unreasonable. F o r t h e c u r r e n t f iscal yea r on ly $175

p e r p u p i l (exc lus ive o f t r a v e l i n g expenses) is appropr ia ted , and I am a t
@ loss to see how t h e schools can comple te t h e i r f i r s t f a l l y e a r on th i s
a l lowance.

The other three t ra in ing schools, at Carlisle, Forest Grove, and Hamp-
ton, have bad an uneventful , useful year, wi th 578, 166, and 132 pupi ls,
respectively, and a combined average attendance of 693, The detai led
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reports o f the schools herewith, on pages 186, 202, and 189, are fu l l o f in-
terest, and show clearly the painstak ing thoroughness w i th which the

pupi ls are being trained in the various trades and household industr ies,
and the zeal and faithfulness wi th which those engaged in i t are devot ing
themselves to this work. O f the special work which is undertaken at

Carl is le called ?plant ing out,? the superintendent says:

I placed oat on farms andin families during the year, for langer or shorter period:
44 girls and 173 boys, and have arcanged for keeping ont about 110 theensuingwi
ter to attend the public schools where,they are located, or to reorive private instrac-
tion in the families, Thisis by far the most important feature of our work.

?Eighty-four aro reported as excellent workera, 83 as good, 41 as fair, a n d9 as laey.
Lestablished # regulation that all who weut out from the school should do so entirely +

at the expense of their patrons, and should receive pay according to their ability.
Theresults have buen most satisfactory. The absence from the school has been in
nearly every case a clear saving to the Government of their eupport during such pe-
riod of absonce, and many of the boys and girls, besides supplying themselves with
slothiog, have earned and saved considerable eums of money, which I find has a most
excellent inflaence,

Au Indian boy who has earned and saved $25or$56 is in every way more manly
snd more to be relied upon than one who has nothing; whereas had he received the
game sum ae 8 gratuity the reverse would be the case,

?Two sears of school training and discipline are necessary to fit a new pupil for this
outing. The rapid progress in English speaking, the skill in hand and head work,
the independence in thought and action pupils eo placed gain, all prove that this
method of preparing and. dispersing Indian youth is an invaluable means of giving
them the courage and capacity for civilized self-snpport. An Indian boy placed in a
family avd remote from hie home (and it ie better distant from the school), surrounded
on ail sides by hardworking, industrioua people, feels ab once a stronger desire to do
something for himself thau he can be made to feel nuder any collective system, or in
the best Indian training-school that can be established. His self-respect asserte
itself; he goes to work, behaves himself, and tries in every way to compete with
those about him.

Congress having made i ts annual fai lure to appropr iate fonds w i th

which to purebase a fa rm for this school, Captain Pra t t has solicited
funds therefor from pr iva te parties, and a $20,000 tract, covering 157

acres, has been purchased, on which $13,000 has been paid. A n o t h e r
t rac t o f equal size is st i l l needed.

The Fo res t Grove school has k e p t i t sb u i l d i n g s f u l l and th i s yea r i s

c r o w d i n g in f i f t y more c h i l d r e nin a n t i c i p a t i o n o f be ing re l ieved b y new

b u i l d i n g s , f o r wh i ch Congress a p p r o p r i a t e d $20,000. The erect ion o f
b u i l d i n g s is de layed p e n d i n g the se t t l emen t o f t h e p e r m a n e n t loca t ion

o f the school.
T h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f t h e H a m p t o n school comp la ins j u s t l y o f the

c u t t i n g d o w n of the ra te o f compensa t ion h i t h e r t o a l l owed t h a t i ns t i t a -

t i o n f rom $167 per p u p i l to $158.33, and o f a new exac t ion t h a t he sha i l

p a y such p a r t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f the pup i l s to and f rom t h e school
as exceeds @ speci f ied sum, w h i c h is one-ha l f t h e a m o u n t asked for t h a t

purpose. Congress has been accustomed to ask p r i v a t e schools to do
w o r k wh i ch is w o r t h ove r $200 per p u p i l f o r $167, b u t i t has n e v e r be-
fore redaced t h e a m o u n t below t h a t sum. Cons ide r i ng the super io r
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t ra in ing and advantages which Hampton offers, and the large pr ivate
donations which she has secured fo r the furtherance of Ind ian educa-

tion, I cannot consider this discr iminat ion against her as anyth ing b u t
a blunder, and one too serious to be allowed to go uncorrected.

General A rms t roug says: .

?The reduction is arbitrary and uncalled for. It will not seriously binder the work,
for friends will take it up, but it is humiliating to appeal to private charity to make
good thie small economy of Congress, Hampton school has repeatedly asked for
$175, on the ground of fiir treatment and the guatity of the work done. This reduo-
tion cannot be due to ignoranee, but to carelessness or to personal ill-will to the work
in which T and my associates are engaged for the Indian race. In behalfof some of
the constituents of the very legislators who did thie injustice, to whom I have applied
to make np this rednetion, I protest against the cating dowa of the per capita allow-
ance to Hampton school.

P u p i l s i n var ious schools i n S t a t e s . ? S i m i l a r to t ra in ing-schoo l w o r k i s

t h e educat ion o f pup i l s in var ious schools t h r o u g h o u t t h e coun t ry , w h i c h

is assuming n o t e w o r t h y p ropor t i ons . B e g i n n i n g t w o years ago w i t h

p rov i s ion fo r 100 pup i l s , the app rop r i a t i ons have so increased t h a t

d u r i n g t h e last f iscal yea r 565 I n d i a n y o u t h s were placed i n 20 schools

located i n eleven States, f r o m N o r t h Ca ro l i na to Ca l i f o rn ia . I n these

schools fa rm ing , trades, and househo ld indus t r i es are t a u g h t , and sol ic -
i tous care taken o f the menta l , moral , a n d phys ica l we l l -be ing o f t h e

pup i l s . A s stated in ray las t repo r t , t h e compensat ion al lowed by t h e

huw fo r such ?adwi rab le w o r k is o n l y $167 per p u p i l pe r annum. T h e
r u n n i n g expenses o f such schools, in add i t ion to the f i r s t cost o f t h e

ou t f i t in bu i l d i ngs , mach inery , tools, &c. , is, o f course, much grea ter .
The effect has necessar i ly been to en l i s t p r i v a t e benevolence and e f fo r t

qu i t e ex tens ive ly in th is wo rk . T h u s G o v e r n m e n t fands have been

supplemented, and new forces have been b r o u g h t to bear on the up l i f t -

i n g o f the I n d i a n . T h e in te res t wh ich thus mani fests i t s e l f in, b u t can-

n o t he measured by, money dona t ions is sincere, energet ic, and prac t i ca l .

A f e w o t h e r p u p i l s bave been sent away to school, who h a v e been sup-
p o r t e d b y t r i b a l funds . Seven years ago h a r d l y an I n d i a n ch i l d was

rece iv ing a n y o ther educat ion than t h a t wh i ch cou ld be af forded by a
reserva t ion school. D u r i n g l a s t yea r 1,774 were in the t r a i n i n g a n d

o ther schools above descr ibed, and d u r i n g the coming yea r the n a m b e r

w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y reach 2,200. T h e A l b u q u e r q u e school m i g h t v e r y

p r o p e r l y be added to th i s f ist, and w o u l d raise the n u m b e r to 2,400.
T h i s method o f I n d i a n educat ion cont inued sys tema t i ca l l y canno t f a i l

to become a power fu l fac to r in I n d i a n c i v i l i za t i on .

Reservat ion s c h o o l s ? T h i s specia l t r a i n i n g o f I n d i a n y o u t h s a w a y f r o m

t h e i r bomes does not , however , remove, b u t r a t h e r increases, t h e need
f o r more v igo rous school w o r k on reservat ions. T h e mass o f t h e I n -

d ians are there, aud d u r i n g t h i s school genera t ion a t least w i l l r e m a i n
there . W h e t h e r ten yeara f r o m now the same sort o f w o r k w i l l b e
needed depends la rge ly on the schoo l ing g i ven t h e p resen t g e n e r a t i o n
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o f children. I f the 2,000 youths of the F o r t Peck and Blackfeet Agen-
cies cont inue to be restr icted as now to boarding-school accommoda-
t ions fo r on ly 80 pupils, no marked intel lectaal development need be
looked for, and the few chi ldren who may be sent away to school f rom

those tribes, wi l l f ind on the i r re turn tha t the cur rent o f ignorance and
heathenism sett ing against them is too strong for their unaided resist-

ance. The statist ics o f the last year, whi le fa r f rom satisfactory, show
progress both in the quaut i ty and qua l i t y o f school work done ou or
near reservations. .

B o a r d i n g schools have been establ ished fo r t h e f i r s t t i m e among the

Y u m a s , Mescalero Apaches, P i n e R i d g e Sioux , and the Ind ians a t F o r t

Be r t ho l d . One add i t i ona l school each has been g i ven the I n d i a n s o f

t h e Cheyenne and A r a p a h o , and W a r m Spr ings Agenc ies, and a uew

school f o r t h e S ioux has been opened a t Y a n k t o n , D a k . T h e Y u m a ,
F o r t B e r t h o l d , and Cheyenne a n d A r a p a h o schools are o c c u p y i n g
v a c a t e d m i l i t a r y posts, t raus fe r red to the D e p a r t m e n t for th is purpose.
?Two smal l boa rd i ug schuuls have closed, and the R o u n d V a l l e y board -
i n g school m u s t be d iscon t inued u n t i l the b u i l d i n g s b u r n e d d a r i n g the

yea r cau be replaced. A ga in o f 627 b o a r d i n g pup i l s in t h e va r i ous
schools i s encourag ing . I n d u s t r i a l w o r k , especial ly i n t rades, s t i l l

needs more a t t en t i on : N ine teen o f t h e schools teach c a r p e n t e r i n g

n ine b lacksm i th i ng , f ive shoemak ing , and three harness-making. F a r m -
i n g and househo ld indus t r i es are a d d e d as a ma t t e r o f course. T h e

schools h a v e cu l t i va ted 1,761 acres, and t h e c r o p s raised cons is t o f

3,730 bushels wheat , 8,280 bushels oats, 14,723 bushels corn, a n d 26,348

bushels vegetables, T h e y have also made 1,798 tons o f hay, a n d 5,024
p o u n d s o f bu t te r .

O f these boa rd i ng schools 23, w i t h 1,011 pup i l s , are superv ised and

l a r g e l y assisted iu t h e i r s u p p o r t b y re l ig ions societies, T h e cos t o f

reserva t ion b o a r d i n g schools to t h e G o v e r n m e n t averages $150 p e r

annum p e r pup i l . Th i s can h a r d l y be cons idered an e x t r a v a g a n t sam

t o pay for bo th the s u p p o r t and educat ion o f an I n d i a n ch i ld , especia l ly

when, as in the S ioux t r i be , t h e child?s s u p p o r t is guaran teed by t rea ty .
T h e p u w b e r o f boa rd i ng pup i l s who cou ld be accommodated has been

789 grea te r t han t h e p rev ious year.

B u t s l ight advance has been made in day-school wo rk ; al though 17
new schools have beeu opened, others have been d i s c o n t i n u e d ,and 3 have

become boarding schools, so tha t the ent ire namber for the year iso n l y
128, a n c t ga inof11. Of these, 30 are New Y o r k pub l ic schools, and 46,
w i t h 2,173 pupils, are supported wholly.or nearly so by religious societies:
The value o f day schools among Indians is proven, and for 60,000 In-
dians their establishment is v i r t ua l l y required by treaty st ipulat ions.
The six d is t r ic t schools, among the Pine Ridge Sioux, w i l l be increased
to eleven i f suitable teachers can be secured, I t is no easy mat ter to
find a t ras twor thy person, hav ing ab i l i t y as a teacher, who is w i l l i ng to
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Jeave home and friends and settle down in more or less uncomfortable

quarters among a heathen people, and for a small salary devote t ime
and energy, no t only to teaching chi ldren a new language, bu t also to
insp i r ing and direct ing the awkward attempts toward civ i l izat ion of the
the entire Ind ian vi l lage in which the school is located, The al lurementof
a Government salary o f $40 or $50 per month wi l l not attract to such work
those who are sui ted to it, unless they possess 2 genuine l o ve for humani ty

and a desire to labor personally for i ts elevation. Many such teachers,
especially in the mission day schools, are mauaging Indian schools a t

isolated points, and by toil, hardship, and self-denial have become the
powerful, though often unrecoguized lever which is raising to ah i g h e r

plane the surrounding Indian community.
The 7,000 Rosebud Sioux bave nearly lost faith in the Government

promise of a boarding school. The pledge eannot ba redeemed unt i l
Congress gives funds to cover the expense of relocating and removing

the Rosebud Agency, and mean time dis t r ic t day schools are being
established as rap id ly and aystematically as practicable.

D u r i n g the past year the total accommodations for boarding pupils
both on and off reservations, in Government bui ldings, was 5,461, for day
pupi ls 3,181, making a total o f 8,642, or a l i t t le over one-sixth o f the
ent ire Ind ian school population. New Y o r k provides for 1,286 day
pupils, and religious societies farnish accommodations for 1,020 board-

i n g and 1,346 day pupi ls, and thus the number o f pupils who last year
had no possibil i ty o f schooling was reduced to about three-fourths the
whole number. I n looking at the educational gain made dar ing the last

few years, the proport ions o f the work undone should no t be lost s ight
of ,and appropriat ions must largely increase before this large anschooled

remainder cau be cared for.
Some progress is be ing made towa rd compu l so r y educat ion . I t has

been successfu l ly t r i e d a t f o u r agencies, t h e compnis ion a t t w o t a k i n g

t h e f o r m of w i t h h o l d i n g ra t ions , and a t t h e others o f w i t h h o l d i n g an-

n u i t y payments . A s soon as a suf f ic ient n u m b e r o f school bu i l d i ngs

are erected in t h e var ious agencies fo r t h e Sioux , the system can be en-

forced t h r o u g h t h a t en t i re t r i b e unde r the te rms of t h e i r t rea ty .
B u i l d i n g s ? T h e embar rassmen t unde r w h i c h the office has labored

fo r severa l y e a r s ? i u s u f f i c i e n t school b u i l d i n g s ? i s becoming chron ic .

I f repor ts gave t h e vuumber o f boa rd i ng pup i l s f o r w h i c h ex is t i ng

b u i l d i n g s f a r n i s h suitable accommodat ion , ins tead o f t h e n u m b e r w h i c h
guch bu i l d i ngs are compel led to accommodate, a mach smal le r show ing

?would be made. Inspec to rs condemn t h e crowded, s t i f l i n g dormi to -
t ies wh i ch they f ind, a n d agents on the o ther h a n d deplore the t u r n i n g

a w a y f r o m school o f those who ask for admi t tance , and they decide
t o c r o w d the ch i l d ren t e m p o r a r i l y , i n t h e hope t h a t t h e new b u i l d i n g
or a d d i t i o n for wh i ch they have ent reated w i l l soon be al lowed. Too

o f t e n the yea r goes by w i t h o u t r e l i e f and t h e whole n ianagement ,
e v e n the mora le o f t h e school, suffers, somet imes seriously. B u i l d -



X X I V REPORT OF T H E COMMISSIONER OF I N D I A N AFFAIRES.

ings erected to meet the needs of ten years ago must at i l l be made to
suffice, and others too di lapidated and worthless to be repaired must
s t i l l shelter chi ldren who therein are expected to become accustomed to
the decencies and comforts o f civi l izat ion, and to acquire habits o f t h r i f t
and enterprise. -

Since only $25,000 was appropriated this last year for erection
and repair o f school-buildings, no extensive work has, o f course,
been done. The Shoshone, Menomonee, Sissetou, and Siletz bui ldings,
which were commenced in the previous year, have been completed and
occupied ; also the three new training-school bui ldings at Lawrence,
Chilocco, and Genoa; and a bu i ld ing begun some years since at W h i t e
Ear th , Minn. The flouriehing Albuquerque school has moved in to

new quarters after three years of wai t ing in rented bui ldings, supple-
mented by temporary make-shift additions, pu t up one after the other

as the?pupils crowded in. This bu i ld ing was intended for 158 pupils,
and the superintendent of the school is asking for the immediate erec-
t ion o f another bui ld ing to house the 50 addit ional pupi ls who wi l l ask
for admittance this fall, and the 100 others who c i n easily be obtained.
?The $40,000 appropriated this year for bui ldings w i l l be needed for the

Crow, Dev i l s Lake, Wich i ta , Quinaielt, and For t Peck buildings, and
repairs and addit ions at other points, and Albuquerque must wai t
another year, as must also nine other places where there aie either no

bui ld ings at al l or else bui ld ings whieh need immediate enlargement.
There is no obstac le to progress in I n d i a n educat ion w i t h wh i ch th i s

off ice has bad to contend sog r e a t a s the w a n t o f mouey to fu rn i sh su i ta -
b le and even decen t school bu i ld ings , A s sta ted above, i f al l the I n d i a n

d a y and b o a r d i n g school bu i ld ings , be long ing to G o v e r n m e n t o r o t h e r

p a r t i e s , had been f i l led , o n l y one- four th o f the I n d i a n school populat ion.
w o u l d have been prov ided for. The suf fe r ing a t F o r t Peck and B lack -

fee t agencies m i g h t h a v e been made a go lden edueat ionat o p p o r t u n i t y
f o r those t r ibes. H u n g r y ch i l d ren w o u l d need l i t t l e u r g i n g to become
inmates o f boa rd i ng schools w i t h wel l -spread tables, There has been

mouey on hand to buy food fo r pup i l s , b u t none to p u t up shel ters f o r

them, and ignorance and wretchedness m u s t cont inue unmod i f i ed a n d
?antelieved.

Toadd to i tsother embarrassments, Congresshas s t i l l farther restricted

the office by prov id ing tha t dur ing this year no Ind ian boarding-schoob
bu i ld ing shal l cost, inc luding furnishing, over $10,000. The Chilocco
buildings, for 150 pupi ls, cost, exclusive o f furnishing, and in a location
where materials are easily accessible, over $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,o r over $125 per pupil.?
A smalier bu i ld ing would somewhat increase the rate per pupil . Three
evils are therefure lef t open to choice: (1) To l im i t the number o f pup i ls
to less than 75: (2) to pu t up a?sbabby structure, uncomfortable and in-

convenient, and whieh wi l l require extensive repair ing and remodeling
in the near future, and yet wi l l never be what i t should be; or (3) to erect
one small bui ld ing one year and attach another to i t du r ing the succeed-
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ng seasou at some extra cost for changes thereby necessitated. B i t h e r

method pursued i n pr ivate business would be considered inexcusably

shiftless.
GASH PAYMENTS TO INDIANS.

Dur i ng the past year the cash payments perc a p i t a t o Indians,b e -

ing yearly instal lments of specific amounts and of interest on the in-
debtedness of the Government to them under t rea ty stipulations, & . ,

amounted in round numbers to $443,000. A great par t o f such pay-
ments are dist r ibuted i n small sums semi-annually, each member of a

t r ibe receiv ing an equal share, so tha t the whole number o f men,
women, and chi ldren who direct ly enjoy the benefits o f these payments

is very large.
A l l appear to b e satisf ied t h a t j u s t i c e has been done t o them e x c e p t

t h e Sacs and Foxes o f the Miss iss ipp i , who are j o i n t l y in te res ted i n

ce r ta in t reat ies w i t h t h e Gove rnmen t , b u t whe are d i v i d e d in to t w o
bands , one res id i ng in the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y and the o t h e r in Towa,

T h e l a t t e r band l a s been dissat is f ied fo r some t i m e back w i t h the re-

spect ive numbers held v y the G o v e r n m e n t as compr i s i ng each b a n d ,
and upon which n u v i b e r s is based the d i v i s i on made yea r l y o f t h e i r

j o i n t t r ea t y funds, T h i s cause o f comp la in t , however , ig now in pro-
vess o f remova l by steps w h i c h are b e i n g t a k e n in pursuance o f r e c e n t

leg is la t ion , the resu l t o f a pe t i t i on o f the ch ie fs and headuien and t h e
recommenda t ion o f the D e p a r t m e n t , whereby a new and cor rec t cen-

sus o f a l l the o r i g i na l Sacs and Foxes and t h e i r descendants a t bo th
places w i l l be t a k e n , and an even per cap i ta share o f f a t u r e paymen ts

w i l l be made to each person f o u n d en t i t l ed w i t h o u t r e g a r dt o t h e i r p lace

o f residence.
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the fac t t h a t t h e comp le t i on o f t h e census o f the

Winnebagoes i n Wiscons in r e q u i r e d b y t h e ac t o f J a n u a r y 15, 1831,

was i n charge o f a t h o r o n g h l y competen t agent , the w o r k was de layed

o w i n g to t h e d i f f i cu l t ies i n the w a y o f o b t a i n i n g t h e necessary da ta i n
reference to t h e m on account o f t h e i r unse t t l ed hab i t s aud homeless

cond i t ion , aud because m a n y o f t h e m refused fo r a l o n g t ime to give
t h e i r o w n names or t h e names o f t h e members o f t h e i r fami l ies f o r en-

Tol lment, and because i t was also found d i f f i ca l t to p reva i l on many o f

them to comp l y w i t h t h e requ i rements o f the ac t b y t a k i n g u p home-

steads o r b y dec la r i ng t h e i r i n ten t i on t o do so as soon as they shou ld

receive the money. There fore i t was n o t u n t i l the 20th o f Oc tobe r l a s t

t h a t the l i s t cou ld be sent to t h e D e p a r t m e n t f o r app rova l , and steps

t a k e n t o w a r d a p p l y i n g to the I n d i a n s the benef i ts p r o v i d e d for them b y
t h e act. On the 7th o f the f o l l o w i n g November , an i n s t a l l m e n t o f one-

f i f t h o f t h e to ta l a m o u n t app l icab le was p laced to the c red i t o f a dis-

p u r s i n g ageut , to be p a i d to t h e m as the a c t p rov ided , and those o u l y
were a l l owed to d r a w who had compl ied w i t h a l l i ts requ i rements . T h e

w isdom o f p a y i n g th i s money i n ins ta l lments , as suggested i n my report .
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f o r 1883, o n l y became more apparen t b y increased f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e

hab i t s and cond i t i on o f these Ind ians . T h e i r mere expressed i n t e n t i o n

t o use the money to en te r a n y land t h e y m i g h t select o r to i m p r o v e i t

c o u l d n o t be re l i ed apon as b e i n g bona f i d e ; b u t t h e hope o f f a r t h e r
p a y m e n t s indaced them to make good use o f the f i rs t , and as i t was

f o u n d tha t , w i t h few except ions, the money g iven them was p r o p e r l y

osed, ano ther p a y m e n t o f a second one- f i f th was made d u r i n g F e b r u -
a r y , 1884,

A s the wording of the act is not plain as to how its benefits were to
be applied, i t was believed tha t the remaining three-f i f ths o f the

money in question could be expended to the i r greatest advantage in
the purchase of bui ld ing material, stock, fa rming utensils, &c., as thas
being more certain to permanent ly aid them towards independence and

t iv i l i za t ion. B u t this course on tr ia l was not found practicable, fo r
various reasons, the pr incipal o f which was the decided objection o f a

great major i ty o f the Indians, and the positive refusal o f others, to 80
receive i t or to make known their wants, many claiming t h a t they had
contracted debts on the strength o f their promises to pay from this

Source, which they fe l t bound by honor and interest to pay ; so tha t no
inte l l igent estimate for the necessary purchases could be arr ived at,
nor could the supplies have been proper ly dist r ibuted w i thou t the
hearty co-operation o f the Indians. I was therefore re luctant ly com-

pelled to abandon this plan, and since the expirat ion o f the fiscal year
@ fu l l share in the final three-fifths has been paid in cash to al l who

presented. themselves, properly qualitied, as required by the act.
Under what this office has reason to believe to be the evi l advice and

persuasion of some designing person, who, in connivance wi th one o f the

chiefs o f the Winnebagoes, wishes to handle the i r money as attorney

(4 service ent i re ly unnecessary}, a par ty o f these Indians known asB i g
Hawk?s baud, and number ing about 95, although du l y enrolled and

given repeated and t imely notice o f al l the payments, havepers i s ten t l y
. Tefased to present themse lves to t h e d i sbu rs i ng agent , p r o p e r l y qual i -

f ied, as requ i red b y t h e act, f o r t h e i r shares i n the app rop r i a t i on . A s
t h e date and place o f proposed p a y m e n t was in every case b r o u g h t

t o t h e not ice o f a l l , and e v e r y o p p o r t a n i t y a f forded and much e x t r a
e f f o r t made and expense incu r red in the endeavor to have al l ava i l them-

se lves o f the benefi ts o f t h e act , those who have refused or w i l l f u l l y neg-
lec ted to so ava i l themselves are w i t h o u t exeuse to claim a f u r t h e r

d e l a y o f f ina l ac t i on u n d e r t h e act , and have no r i g h t to p u t t h e w h o l e

t r i b e to t h e f u r t h e r expense wh i ch w o u l d be incu r red b y m a k i n g 4

spec ia l p a y m e n t to t h e m whenever t h e y m a y feel d isposed to c o m p l y
w i t h the l a w and receive i t . I w o n l d therefore recommend t h a t t h e

shares o f a l l w h o m i t can be shown w i i l f a l l y neglected o r refused to

c o m p l y w i t h the requ i remen ts o f the ac t and to receive said shares,
a f t e r h a v i n g h a d due not ice o f t h e dates and places o f p a y m e n t , a n d
amp le t i m e and o p p o r t u n i t y to make good t h e i r c la ims, be r e t u r n e d to
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the general funds o f the tr ibe iu the United States Treasury, fo r the
benefit o f al l .

The Department, in approving the census of these Indians taken as
required by the act o f January 18, 1881, and before any payment was
made, authorized the agent, as the work o f locating homesteads and
making payments progressed, to add to said ceusus l is t the names o f

any Winnebagoes who migh t present themselves proper ly enti t led, as
residents o f Wisconsin, to enrot imevt bu t who had been overlooked in
mak ing up the original list, sach new enrollments to be sustained wi th

sworn proof o f the r i gh t o f the person to evrol iment. The agent was
also empowered to str ike from said census l ist the name of any whom
he migh t discover, on fu r the r investigation, were not ent i t led to enroll-
ment, submi t t ing proof to sustain his action in sueh cases also. Under
these circumstances 2 complete and correct census of all, i t is believed,
has beeu obtained, and alse o f the Wiuuebagoes residing in Nebraska,
and steps wil l now be taken to carry out the th i rd and four th sections
o f the act before referred to, aud an equitable adjustment wi l l be made
of the amount doe to the Wisconsin Winuebagoes trom those residing

in Nebraska, and future annui ty payments wi l l be made to both branches
o f the t r ibe accordingly,

T h o permanen t a n n u i t y o f $1,100 to the M i a m i s o f Ee l R i v e r aud #400
t o t h e P o t t a w a t o m i e s o f H u r o n is so smu l l as h a r d l y to w a r r a n t the

expense connected w i t h m a k i n g aunua l payments , and t h e amoun ts

rece ived by each o f the Ind ians i u th is way are not suf f ic ient to d o
t h e m a n y p a r t i c u l a r good. I w o u l d therefore recommend t h a t an offer

be made to these I n d i a n s o f» sum to be paid each t r ibe a t once in liew

o f t h e i r annui t ies .

I o making annui ty payments two questions often arise which, when
not provided for by treaty or special legislation, are dif f lealt to determine
by this office w i th assurance of being r igh t and of hav ing acted for the
best interests of the Indians. The first is wha t degree of whi te blood

should debar a person trom shar ing in Ind ian annuit ies; and the sec-
ond is whether [ud ian tribes can drop persons from their rolls whom
they have once adopted in good fa i th and in accordance wi th the rules
o f the tribe. I t would be well i f these questions were definitely and
f inal ly settled by legislative action, i f possible. I th ink i t would be for
the benefit o f all to exclade personso f l e s s than one-half Indian blood,
and to retain all who are regular ly adopted, i f Indians, and to add the

chi ldren o f such, but to discourage or prob ib i t any far ther adoptions

by Indian tribes, especially o f whites.
I may be pardoned f o r repea t ing my f o r m e r reference to the di f f icu l -

t ies th is D e p a r t m e n t labo rs unde r because agents are p roh ib i t ed b y

sect ion 3651 of the Rev ised S ta tu tes f r o m p a y i n g some b a n k i n g ins t i t u -

t i on nearer to t h e agency than the au tho r i zed U n i t e d States depos i to ry ,

whe re the fands m a y be placed to the i r cred i t , a reasonable ra te o f ex-

change on the agent?s of f ic ia l d r a f t f o r f u n d s to make a n n u i t y payments .
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?This is sometimes absolutely necessary, and i t ia a bardabip to the
agent to compel him to bear a loss that he cannot in some instances
avoid.

T again have the g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,i n report ing on the work o f a past
year, o f being able to point to the fac t that , notwi thstanding the amount

o f money handled in mak ing these payments, and the number o f agents
th rough whose hands i t passed, every cent has been fa i th fu l l y accounted.
for.

R A I L R O A D O P E R A T I O N S I N C O N N E C T I O N W I T H I N D I A N R E S E R V A T I O N S .

U n d e r th is head ing t h e f o l l o w i n g opera t ionsd u r i n g t h e pas t y e a r
m a y be n o t e d :

B a d R i v e r Reserve, Wisconsin (Mi lwaukee, Lake Shore and Western

R a i l w a y ) ? U n d e r date o f J u n e 26 last a u t h o r i t y was g ran ted by the
D e p a r t m e n t for a p r e l i m i n a r y survey upon the B a d R i v e r Reserve,

a u x i l i a r y to an extens ion o f t h e i r r a i l w a y f rom a p o i n t on the M o u t r e a l
R i v e r between t h e States o f W i s c o n s i n a n d M i c h i g a n to A s h l a n d , Wia ,

?The survey w a s commenced and the l i ne p a r t i a l l y located t h r o u g h the

reserve, b u t o w i n g to t h e pecu l ia r cha rac te r o f the coun t r y , w h i c h pre-
sents many eng inee r ing d i f f i cu l t ies , the su rvey has n o t ye t been com-

pleted. - I n t h e mean t i m e t h e ra i lway company , b e i n g desirous o f t a k -
i n g advan tage o f the season in order to a speedy cons t ruc t ion o f the

road to the Mon t rea l R i v e r , app l ied to the D e p a r t m e n t for permiss ion

to proceed w i t h the w o r k o f cons t ruc t i on upon t h e reservat ion, o f f e r i ng
to i n d e w n i f y t h e I n d i a n s i n respect o f t h e compensat ion to be u l t i m a t e l y

de te rmined upon fo r r i g h t o f w a y and damages to p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y .

O n t h e 25th A u g u s t l as t t h e necessary a u t h o r i t y was g ran ted by t h e
D e p a r t m e n t , sub jec t to the consent o f the Ind ians a n d to t h e f i l i n g o f

a bond b y the company i n t h e sum o f $20,000, cond i t i oned to meet the
requ i remen ts o f the case. T h e t r e a t y w i t h the C h i p p e w a I n d i a n s ( the

L a Po in te band o f w h i c h occupies t h e B a d R i v e r Reserve) o f N o v e m b e r

30, 1854 (10 Sta t , a t La rge , 1109) p rov ides fo r a r i g h t o f w a y to ra i l -
r oads t h r o u g h the reserve upon p a y m e n t o f compensat ion to t h e In -

d iaus, who, i t may be added, are desirous to have the road bu i l t . T h e

requ is i te bond bas since been given, and the agen t has been d i r ec ted
to a l l ow the w o r k to proceed i f the I n d i a n s do n o t object .

Devi ls Lake Reserve, Dakota (Jamestown and Northern Rai lroad,
W. P. R. E ) . ? A f t e r an investigation by the General Land Office,
as alluded to in my last annual report, the Department decided not
to disturb the western boundary line o f th is reservation. On the
6th o f August , 1883, the agent a t Devil?s Lake Agency transmit ted
the result o f the proceedings of a council o f the Indians, thereto-
fore authorized to be convened for the purpose of considering the
question of compensation to be paid to them by the rai lway company
for r igh t o f way, &e, The proposit ion o f the Ind ians was t h a t the
company should pay ten dollars per acre for the land required, and also
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erect a station and @ suitable bu i ld ing for the storage o f Government

proper ty at a po in t on the rai lroad to be designated by the Ind ian
agent, and tha t no other bui ld ings or persons, except such station and
warehouse anil the necessary employés, should be located or be permit-
ted to reside wi th iu tbe reservation. This proposition was accepted by a

resolution o f the board of directors o f the rai lway company October 5,

1883, and by a subsequent resolution, dated December 4, 1883, the pres-
ident o f the company was authorized to provide the necessary funds,

amount ing to the sum of $1,845, and in behalf of the company to pay
the same into the Departmeut, or otherwise to dispose of the same for
the benefit o f the Indians as should be deemed advisable by the De-

partment. On the 8th December, 1883, the compauy filed in the De-

par tment a map of definite location o f the road through the reservation,
a distance of seventeen miles, also @ pla t o f stut ion grounds required,

the whole containing an aggregate of 184.5 acres, as verif ied by the
company?s surveyor. The location o f the station grounds was du l y
approved by the Indian agent, On the I s t March last the president o f
the rai lroad company notified this office tha t the company bad made
provision for the amount o f compensation money required by the In -
diana, and in other respects stood ready to carry out their undertaking.

I n the mean time, a doubt hav ing arisen in my mind whether o r not
the peculiar wording o f the clause relat ing to rai lroads in the treaty
w i t h the Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians operated of i tself to grant a

general r igh t o f way for rai lroads wi thout fur ther legislat ion by Con-

gress, I submitted the question for Depar tment adjudicat ion on the
30th Ap r i l last. On the 2d May the papers were returned to this office,

w i th instruct ions to prepare and submi t a fu i l h is tory o f the case, wi th
a l l the papers bearing ou the subject and recommendations, fo r trans-
mission to Congress. The session was, however, at t h a t time, so far
advanced, and the chances of procuring action by Congress ia the mat-

ter so remote, that i t was deemed advisable to postpone sending up
the papers unt i l the coming session. They wi l l be submit ted to the

Department in due season.
Flathead (Jocko) Reserve, Montana (Northern Pacific Ra i l road) .?The

agreement of September 2, 1882, between the Indians oceupytug th is
reserve and the Uni ted States, whereby the i r t i t le was extinguished to
certain lands of the reservation required fo r the purposes of the Nor thern

Pacif ic Railroad, the fal l par t icu lars whereof were given in my last
anunal report, was rat i f ied by Congress at its last session in the Ind ian
appropr iat ion act approved Ju l y 4, 1884, wi th the proviso t h a t ?

Nothing herein contained shall be conatroed as in any wise aflecting the relation
hetween the Government and said railroad company, growing out of the grant of
Jand made to said company, beyond the right of way provided for in said agreement.

B y the same act Congress appropriated the sum o f $16,000 (which
had previously been paid in to the Treasury by the Northern Pacif ic
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Rai l road Company) for payment to the Indians in accordance w i th the
terms of said agreement,

F o r t H a l l Reserve, Idaho (Utah and Northern Ra i l road ) .?On the 12th o f

June last the attorneys fo r this rai l road company filed in the Depart-
ment for approval a map of detinite lecation o f the road, also e igh t
plats o f station grounds at varions pointe on the reservation. Upon
examination o f said map they were found to beent i re ly unauthenticated.
They were, theretore, returned to the Department, wi th a recommenda-
t ion tha t they should be presented in proper shape to enti t le them t o
consideration.

The a t ten t ion o f the D e p a r t m e n t was also ca l led to the fac t t h a t

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the road h a d been cons t ruc ted and opera ted t h r o u g h
the reservat ion fo r several years, i t d i d n o t appea r t h a t the I n d i a n s

had ever been compensated fo r the loss o f the i r l ands t a k e n fo r r i g h t
o t way and s ta t ion g r o u n d s ? a g g r e g a t i n g over 2,000 a c r e s ? a n d i t was

suggested t h a t inasmuch as there were no t rea t y prov is ions a u t h o r i z i n g
the b u i l d i n g o f ra i l roads t h r o u g h the reserva t ion , leg is la t ion by Con-

gress wou ld be necessary to con f i rm t h e t i t l e o f t h e c o m p a n yt o t h e

j ands taken, wh i ch they c l a imed to h a v e ob ta ined u n d e r specia l a c t s

o f Congress o f M a r c h 3, 1873 (17 Stats , a t Large , 612), and June 20,

1878 (20 Stats . a t Large , 241), b u t w h i c h m a n i f e s t l y re la ted on ly t o
r i g h t o f way t h r o u g h t h e p u b l i c l ands o f t h e U n i t e d States. U n d e r

D e p a r t m e n t i n s t r u c t i o n s o f Sep tember 24 last , a f u l l s ta temen t o f t h e

m a t t e r w i l l be prepared and s u b m i t t e d f o r p resen ta t ion to Congress a t
t h e ensu ing session fo r i ts de te rm ina t i on as to w h e t h e r o r n o t i t is the

i n t e n t i o n o f t h e acts above ment ioned to g r a n t a r i g h t o f w a y t h r o u g h
an I n d i a n reserva t ion w i t h o u t c o m p e n s a t i o n - t o t h e I n d i a n s loca ted

thereon, and f o r suck ac t ion as t h a t b o d y may deem adv isab le .

Ind ian Terri tory (At lant ic and Paciyic R a i l r o a d ) . ? I n conformity w i t h
the views expressed by your immediate predecessor in office, March 31,
1882, that the branch road provided for by the act o f Congress of Ju l y
27, 1866, should not be allowed to cross the country of the Creeks and
Cherokees, bu t should have i ts line, so fa r as those countries are con-

cerned, south o f the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers, the At lan t i c and
Pacif ic Rai lroad Company, in November last, filed in the Depar tment
an amended map of definite location o f such branch road, according to
which the l ine thereof eastward f rom the eastern boundary o f the Semi-
nole country to F o r t Smith, as now surveyed and located, passes south
o f the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers, and through lands of the Chick-

asaw and Choctaw Nations respectively, thus correcting the error there-

tofore made by the company in locating i ts tine north of theC a n a d i a n ,
and br ing ing the road str ic t ly wi th in the interpretat ion placed by the
Depar tment in 1870 upon the several treaties and acts of Congress o f
1866, prov id ing for an east and west and a north and south rai l road
through the Indian Terr i tory . The amended map was accepted by the
Department November 28, 1883.



R E P O R T O F T R E C O M M I S S I O N E R O F I N D I A N A F F A I R S , X X X ¥

Ind ian Terr i tory (Gulf , Colorado and Santa Fé Raihoay?Southern
Kansas R a i h e a y ) . ? A t the last session of Congress two acts were passed

g tan t i ng to the above-mentioned railroads, respectively, a r igh t o f v a y
through the Indian Terr i tory , and for other purposes. The legal r i g h t
to thus legislate was based upon the pr inc ip le o f eminent domain in
the Federal Government over the Ind ian Terr i to ry (see House reports
Nos. 110, 1451, 48th Cong., f i rs t session). Both acts received Presiden-
t ia l approval Ju l y 4, 1884. The first mentioned of these acts empowers
the Gulf , Colorado and Santa Fé Rai lway Company, a corporation o f

t h eS t a t e o f Texas, to bui ld and operate a rai lway,? e l e g r a p h and tele-
phove live through the Ind ian T e r r i t o r y ?

Beginning at apointto be selected by said railway company on Red River north of
the northern bonndary of Cook County, in the State of Texas, and ranving thence
by the most practicable route through the Indian Territorg toapoint on the suntherm
Doundary of the State of Kansaa, the line to be located in sections of twenty-five
miles each, and before work in begun on any section the line thereof is to be approved:
hy the Secretary of the Interior, with the right to construct, use, and maintain such
tracks, turnouts, sidings, and extensions as said company may deem it to their inter-
eat to constract aloug und upon the right of way and depot grounds hereby granted.

For these purposes the act grants to said ra i lway company a r i gh t o f
way 100 feet wide through the Indian Terr i tory , and a str ip o f land
200 feet wide by 3,000 feet long, ia addi t ion to the r i g h t o f way, fo r
such stations as may be established, not to exceed one station for every
10 miles o f road. Accord ing to the general route mentioned in the act,
this l ine wi l l probably ruu through the Chickasaw country, the so-called
Oklahoma lands, and the Cherokee out let lands.

T h e o t h e r o f these acts inves ts t h e Sou thern Kansas Ra i lway Com-
pany , a co rpo ra t i on o f the Sta te o f Kausas, w i t h l i k e powers and au-

t ho r i t i e s and w i t h s i m i l a r l i m i t a t i o n s as t o t h e q u a n t i t y o f land in t h e

cons t ruc t ion and opera t ion o f a r a i l w a y and te legraph and te lephone
l i ne t h r o u g h t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y ?

Beginping at a point on the northern line of said Territory, where an extension of
the Southera Kansas Eailway from Winfield in a southerly direction would strike
said line, running thence south in the direction of Denison, in the Stateo f Texas, on
the most practicable route to a point at or near where the Washita River empties
into the Red River, with branch constructed from a point at or near where Medi-
cine Lodge Creek crosaes the northern line of said Territory, and from that point in
3 southwesterly direction, crossing Beaver Creek at or near Camp Snpply and teach-
ing the west line of said Indian Territory at or near where Wolf Creek crosses the
same, with the right to construct, use, and maintain sueh tracks, turnouts, and sidings
aa said company raay deem it to their interest to edustruct along and upon the right
of way and depot grounds hereby granted.

The main line o f th is road wi l l probably run through the Cherokee

out let land west o f the Arkansas R ive r ; the lands upon which the
Poncas, Otoes and Missourias, lowas, Kickapoos, and Pottawatomies
are sett led; a port ion of the so-called Oklahoma Iands, and the Chiek-
asaw country. The branch l ine w i l l traverse the Cherokee out let lands
fo r i ts entire length as laid down i n the act.
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Provisions are made in both acts fo r the ascertainment and payment

to the Ind ians o f compensation for proper ty taken from and damages
done to them. Where the company and the respective tribes, o r the
company and indiv idual occupants o f the land fai l to agree, a board o f

appraisers is consti tuted to determine the amount o f compensation, and
i f a t r ibe be dissatisfied w i th the award of the appraisers, such t r ibe or
occupant has substant ial ly the same resort to the courts of the count ry

t h a t is al lowed to the citizens o f a State, whose property, under l i ke
circumstances, is appropriated for publ ic use. The rai lway companies
are prohibi ted f rom selling o r leasing any of the lands granted, and
?their acceptance o f the r i gh t o f way is made subject to the express
condit ion t h a t they wi l l nei ther aid, advise, or assist in any effort look-
ing toward the changing or ext inguishing the present tenure o f the

?Indians in the i r lands, nor at tempt to secure from the Indian nations
any fur ther grant o f land, o r its occupancy, than therein provided.
There are many other provisions, fo r the details o f which I refer to the
acts themselves. :

The necessity and policy o f permi t t ing the construction o f addi t ional
railroads through the Ind ian Terr i to ry is stated in the reports o f the

House Committee before referred to, Congress is presamed to know
what is best for the interests of the country generally, and i t is the

du ty o f this Office to aid in the execution o f the lawa s i t f inds i t ; but ,
i n closing this subject, I may be permit ted to remark that the act ion o f
Congress in regard to these railroads pract ica l ly overturns the theory
o f construction placed by this Depar tment in 1870 upon the in tent and
meaning of the several acta o f Congress and treaties o f 1866, viz, t h a t ?

there should be bu t one east and west and b u t one nor th and south

road through the Ind ian Terr i to ry , and t h a t any addit ional roads, wi th-
ou t the consent o f the Indians, would be a violat ion of treaty provis-
ions wi th the Indians, which has ever since governed this Office in i ts
action upon the general subject. I n connection w i th these acts, I may
eall at tent ion' to the fact t h a t on the 10th Ju l y last the Cherokee dele-

gates fi led in the Department a wr i t t en communication on behal f o f
the Cherokee Nation, protesting, fo r reasons therein assigned, against
any action by the Depar tment looking to the acceptance of any claim
by said rai lway companies or either o f them under said acts o f Congress,
respectively, for or in respect o f any port ion o f the r i g h t o f way thereby
granted, or auy other r i g h t under said acts to a v y port ion o f the Cher-
okee domain or country, un t i l action can be had by the Cherokee
Nat ional Counci l a t its approaching session in November next. The
Cherokee Nat ion insists tha t i ts property cannotb e taken and given to
@ pr ivate corporation o f any State by Congress, and that the courts o f
the country w i l l no t sustain such a seizure or violat ion of the contract
made by the Uni ted States in its treaties wi th the Cherokee Nat ion.

Ind ian Ter r i to ry?Sa in t Louis and San Francisco Ra t l r oad .? In com-
pl iance w i t h section 10 of the act o f Congress o f A u g u s t 2, 1882, « A n
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act to g ran t a r i g h t o f way for a rai l road and telegraph l ine through
the lands o f the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations o f Indians to the Saint

Louis and Sau Francisco Rai lway Company, and for other purposes?

(22 Stats. at Large, 181), the Sain t Louis and San Francisco Rai l road
Company filed a map of definite location o f i ts road through the lands
o f the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in this Department en the 224

September, 1883.
Nez Percé Reserve (Idaho, Clear Water and Montana Tranaportation

Company) .? In w y Annua l Repor t for 1882 I referred to the host i l i t y
manifested by the Nez Percé Ind ians to the bu i ld ing o f ra i l roads

through their reservation. The Indians, however, hav ing indicated a -
desire o f reconsidering their action, a council was held by the agent i n
the month of Ap r i l , 1883, bu t w i th the same result, the application o f

the rai lroad company for permission to m a k ea prel iminary survey be-
ing again defeated. There appearing, however, to be a div is ion o f -

opinion, aud tha t the adverse major i ty were dominated by & clique un-
der the leadership o f James Lawyer, a would-be head chief o f the Nez

Percés, the quest ioy was submit ted to the Depar tment whether, under
the treaty prov is io fs wi th the Nez Percés, author iz ing the construction
o f roads through f h e reservation under au thor i t y of the Un i ted States,
the pre l iminary Aurvey asked for by the company should be permit ted,

or the c o u n t r e to Congress for legislat ive action on i ts behalf.
Under date o f October 5, 1883, the Depart inent decided that , considering
the at t i tude gf the Indians, the rai lway company should be referred to
Congress forsuch legislat ion on the subject as might be deemed neces-

sary, a n d Uje agent fo r the Ind ians was so informed.
Sioux Reserve, Dakota (Chicago, Mikoaukee and Saint Paul Ra i l .

way).? Depar tment hav ing decided tha t the location o f the three
wagon rjads upon this reserve under smilitary au thor i t y * had ex-
hausted /the r ights reserved under the agreement made by the Uni ted
States With the Sioux Indians September 26, 1876, rati f ied by act o f

Congregs approved February 28, 1877 (19 Statutes a t Large, 255), and
tha t uppn general principles, ? i n al l cases where r i gh t o f way for ra i l -

rough Indian reservations is no t provided for by treaties o r
agreements by the Uni ted States w i th the Indians, Congressional act ion
js neceksary to ra t i f y agreements by rai lway companies wi th the I n -
dians fpr such r i gh t o f way, &c.?; and having also directed tha t the

necessaty papers be prepared for submi t t ing the agreements made b y °

the Chicago, Mi lwankee and Saint Paul Rai lway Company wi th the
Sioux Indians, referred to in previous Annua l Reports o f th is Office, to

Congress a t i ts nex t session fo r action, I had the honor, on the 26th
November, 1483, to submi t to the Depar tment a fu l l h is tory o f the case,
together w i th copies o f al l material papers in connection therewith,

wi th a draf t o f a b i l l to accept and ra t i f y said agreements as made,

*General Ordere No. 3, Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, April 6
1877.

4266 I N D ? ? I I T
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for transmission to Congress for i ts consideration and action. On the

4th December, 1883, the papers were submitted by the Depar tment
w i th suitable recommendations to the President, and formed the subject
o f Execut ive message to Congress December 17, 1883 (S. Ex. Doc. No.
20, For ty-e ighth Congress, firat session), On the 10th January, 1884, M r .

Dawes, from the Senate Committee on Indian Affai rs, reported the b i l l
(8. 1004) as prepared in this Office, wh ich was read a first and second

t ime and recommitted te the Committee on Indian Affairs. March 24,
1884, Mr. Dawes, from the same committee, reported the bi l l w i t h
amendments, and on the 22d A p r i l fo l lowing the b i l l passed the Senate
and was transmi t ted to the House, which, however, adjourned wi thout
tak iog f inal action upon it .

The House had previously, March 18, 1884, also favorably reported a
Dil l (H. RB. 5420) for? simi lar purposes (House Report No. 829, For ty -

- eighth Congress, first session).
Siour Reserve, Dakota (Dakota Central R a i l w a y ) . ? I n l ike manner and

w i th l ike preliminaries on the par t o f this office, Mr. Dawes, from the

Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, ou the 12th February, 1884, re-
ported a bi l l (8, 1496) to accept and ra t i f y the agreements made between
the Sioux Ind ians and the Dakota Central Ra i lway Company (H. RB.

Ex . Doe. No. 11, 48th Congress, f i rat session), which also waa read &

f i rs t aud second time, and recommitted. March 24, 1884, Mr . Dawes,
f rom the same committee, reported the b i l l w i th amendments, and on
the 22d A p r i l fo l lowing the b i l l passed the Senate and was transmi t ted
to the House, which, however, adjourned w i thou t tak ing f inal action
thereon,

The House had previously (March 18, 1884) also favorably reported

a b i l l (H. RB. 5282) for s imi lar purposes (House Report 830, For ty-e ighth
Congress, f i rst session),

Sisseton Reserve in Dakota (Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Rai l -
way ) .?The Indians o f th is reserve having f inal ly declined to sign the
new agreement, mention o f which was made in my last annual report,
upon the ground of some misunderstanding as to the terms of the
original contract, and some doubt exist ing as to whether, under the
pecul iar terms of the t rea ty (15 Statutes a t Large, 506), f u r t he r legis-

lat ion by Congress would uot in any event be necessary, the mat ter
was submi t ied to the Department, which, on the 13th December,
1883, decided tha t in the present at t i tude of the Ind ians the whole ques-
t ion should be submitted to Congress for such action as t h a t body
m i g h t find to be r igh t and proper, and fo r decision as to the compensa-
t ion to be paid by the rai lroad company for the use of the land taken
for r i gh t o f way. On the 22d January, 1884, I had the honor to lay
before the Department a fu l l h istory o f the case, wi th copies o f al l cor-
respondence relat ing thereto, which, on the 29th January, 1894, was
submit ted by the Depar tment to the President, and forms the subject
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o f executive message to Congress January 31, 1884 (see House Ex.

Doe. No. 71, Forty-e ighth Congress, f i rst seasion).
Subsequently, the agent for the Sisseton Ind ians hav ing wri t ten th is

office t ransmi t t ing a communicat ion from the chiefs and council, and

requesting author i t y to make certain amendments in the agreement
which he deemed would cover al l objections and meet their views, he
was, under instruct ions from the Department o f the 17th Ju ly last,
directed to make such amendments, and thus endeavor to br ing the
mat ter to a f inal sett lement i f possible, w i thout far ther delay so fer as
the Depar tment is concerned. I n ant ic ipat ion of this terminat ion to a

protracted and vexatious matter, a bi l l embodying the necessary legis-
lat ion w i l l be prepared and submitted for transmission to Congress a t
the ensuing session.

Umat i l la Reserve, Oregon (Oregon Rai lway and Navigat ion Company,
Pendleton and Centreville B r a n c h ) . ? I a ' my last annual report mention
was made of the terms and conditions upon which the Umat i l l a In-
dians had consented to the construct ion o f the Pendleton and Centre-

v i l le Branch road through their reservation. The Oregon Rai lway and
Navigat ion Company having signified its acceptance thereof, and filed

the requisite bond, the action o f the Indians, as embodied in the mem-
orandum agreement o f Augus t 17, 1883, wi th maps of location, sched-

ule o f improvements of indiv idual Indians, and bond of the company,
were approved by the Depar tment Ap r i l 11, 1884, The quant i ty o f land
taken for r i g h t o f way and stat ion grounds was 152.79 acres, which a t
$5 per*acre resulted in a sum o f $763.95, and the appraisment o f indi-
v idua l Ind ian improvements amounted to $464.50, making a total of
$1,228.45, which has been du l y paid to the Depar tment by the Oregon
Rai lway and Navigat ion Company for the use of the Indians ent i t led
thereto.

Walker River Reserve (Carson and Colorado R a i l r o a d ) . ? A t the last
session of Congress, Mr . Dawes, f rom the Committee on Ind ian Affai rs,

reported a bi l l (S. 1583), previously prepared in th is office, ?to accept
and ra t i f y an agreement made by the Pah-Ute Indians, and grant ing a
r i gh t o f way to the Carson and Colorado Railroad Company through
the W a l k e r R ive r Reservation in Nevada.? The history o f this case
w i l l be found in the annual reports o f this office fo r 1882 and 1883; also
in House Ex. Doe. No. 15, Forty-e ighth Congress, f i rs t session. The

session again closed wi thout Congressional action on the bi l l .

SANITARY CONDITION OF THE INDIANS.

The reports of the agency physicians show a total o f 73,182 cases
treated dur ing the year. O f th is number 68,968 recovered, 1,586 died,

and 2,628 were st i l l under t reatment on June 30. W h i l e the number
treated. is lesa than last year, the death rate shows 2 considerable in-
crease, which ig doubtless owing largely to the unusual ly severe win ter
and the exposure and suffering inc ident to l i v i ng i n wigwams and poor ly
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constructed houses. One o f the causes of a high rate o f mor ta l i t y is
the disposition ou the p a r t o f many of the Ind ians to re ly upon the i r
na t ive medicine men, and to defer app ly ing to the agency physician u n t i l

disease has made such inrvads upon the i r strength tha t i t ig impossible
to benefit them by the most sk i l l fu l treatment. The greatest obstacle
w i th which physicians in the Ind ian country have to contend is the al-
most universal bel ief in spir i ts prevalent among the Indians, They be-
l ieve tha t al l diseases are caused by evi l spirits, and t h a t the only sure
way to cure a malady is to employ a medicine man who possesses a
sp i r i t more powerfu l than the one causing the disease. Thisb e l i e f i s fos-
tered and encouraged by the native doctors, who, whi le they frequent ly
apply to the whi te physicians for their own ailments, tell thei r people tha t

though ? t h e whi te man?s drugs may be good fo r whi te man, they are
poison for Indian.? I n some of thetr ibeg many of the Indians come to the
physician for medicine and then call in the i r own doctors, bel iev ing
t h a t the ra t t l i ng o f gourds and bones, beating o f drums, and singing by
the medicine men are valuableaids to the whi te man?s remedies. Could
the belief in sorcery and evil sp i r i ts bs overcome, a long str ide woald
be made iu the work o f civi l izat ion. No one has greater oppor tun i t ies
i n th is direction than the agency physician, who, ia addi t ion to being
ski l led in his profession, should bea man w i t h such qualit ies o f head and
hear t as to win and retain the confidence of the Ind ians under his care. .

O w i n g to t h e grea t avers ion o f t h e I n d i a n s to t h e k n i f e as a remed ia l

agent , surg ica l opera t ions are n o t o f f r e q u e n t occurrence, and de fo rmi -

t ies are qu i t e common.

T h e phys ic ians a lmos t u n a n i m o u s l y recommend t h a t su i t ab le hos-

p i t a l b u i l d i n g s be erec ted a t such agencies as now b a v e none. S m a l l

hosp i ta l s cou ld be erected a t s l i gh t expense, and w o u l d w i t h o u t d o u b t
?be a g r e a t p r o t e c t i o n t o the agency schools, and w o u l d tend to p r e v e n t
t h e sp read o f contag ious and in fec t ious diseases, w h i c h are o f t en un-

manageab le when scat tered t h r o u g h a n u m b e r o f d i f f e ren t camps o n &

la rge reserva t ion .

COAL ON THE WHITE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION IN ARIZONA.

B y the Ind ian a p p r o p r i a t i o na c t o f J u l y 4, 1834, the Secretary o f the
In te r i o r was authorized to detai l a proper person f rom the employés of

the Geological Survey, and also to appoint # suitable person not then
i n the employ o f the Government, to examine and report upon the char-
acter, extent, thickness, and depth o f the coal veins ou the W h i t e Mount-
ain Reservation, the value of the coal per ton on the damp, and the best
method to uti l ize and dispose of the same, and the sum of $2,500 was

appropriated for tha t purpose. Under this au thor i t y a Commission
composed o f Michael Bannon, o f Bal t imore, Md., and Charles D. W a l -
cott, a paleontologist in the Geological Survey, was sent to Ar izona
to make the required examination and report. F u l l instruct ions were

given for their guidance, dated A u g u s t 8, 1884, approved by the De-
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par tment Augus t 13, 1894. The report o f the Commission has not yet
been rendered.

M I S S I O N I N D I A N S I N C A L I F O R N I A .

A Di l l f o r t h e re l i e f o f these Ind ians , e m b o d y i n g s u b s t a n t i a l l y t h e

recommenda t ions o f Mrs . H e l e n Jackson, special agen t (except t h a t f o r

the purchase o f c e r t a i n t rac t s o f land) , to wh i ch reference was made i n

w y last annua l r e p o r t , was p repa red and subm i t t ed to Cougress, t h r o u g h

t h e D e p a r t m e n t , and passed the Seuate a t i ts l as t session, b u t was nob

a c t e d upon in t h e House o f Representa t ives . Su i ts i n e jec tmen t have

been b r o u g h t aga ins t t h e I n d i a n a l i v i n g i n t h e San J a c i n t o V i l l age , b y

the owne r o f t h e p r i v a t e g r a n t w i t h i n wh i ch i t is s i tua ted. T h e Ind ians
are de fended b y Messrs. B r u n s o n and Wel l s , specia l counsel emp loyed

by the D e p a r t m e n t o f Jus t ice . These cases have n o t ye t come to t r i a l .

Tt is hoped t h a t the b i l l re fe r red to w i l l rece ive favorab le cons idera t ion

i n t h e House o f Represen ta t i ves d u r i n g t h e coming session,

THE YUMAS IN SOUTHERN: CALIFORNIA.

A s was s ta ted in m y l a s t a n n u a l repor t , ar e s e r v a t i o n was es tab l i shed

( J u l y 6, 1883) f o r t h e Y u m a Ind ians a t t h e conf luence o f t h e Colorado
and G i l a R ive rs , on the A r i z o n a side, where i t was i n t e n d e d t h e y shou ld

b e ga the red and assisted in a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t s . Subsequent inves-

t i g a t i o n , however , d isc losed t h e unsu i tab leness o f t h e t r a c t selected,
a n d besides t h e I n d i a n s were f o u n d to be opposed to r e m o v a l there .

A c c o r d i n g l y , b y E x e c u t i v e o rde r da ted J a u u a r y 9, 1884, the rese rva t i on

was restored to t h e p u b l i c doma in , and a new one estab l ished on t h e

C a l i f o r n i a side, i n t h e ex t r eme sou thwes t corner o f the Sta te .

B y the same order the F o r t Yuma Mi l i t a r y Reservation was trans-
ferred to the control o f this Department, to be used for Ind ian purposes,
i n connection w i th the Indian reservat ion; and, a t the request o f the
Department , on the recommendation o f this office, the mi l i ta ry post
bui ld ings have algo been transferred by the W a r Department for Ind ian
achool purposes. A b i l l was introduced in Congress a t the last session
( 8 . R. 1661) ? to provide for the establishment and maintenance of
au Ind ian school a t Yuma, in Yuma County, Ar izona, aud to make an
appropr iat ion therefor.? I t is understood to have been favorably re-
ported by the House committee, bu t no final act ion was reached. I t
appropriates the sum of $9,000 for the purpose. The Yumas ares very

peaceable and industr ious people, and ought to receive some assistance
f rom the Government. .

KLAMATH RIVER INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

The work o f a l lo t t ing lands in severalty to the Indians o f the Kta-
math River Reservation in California, as directed in Department let ter
o f March- 26, 1883, has been suspended fur the present, owing to errors

discovered in the publ ic surveys w i th in the reservation, part iculars of
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which were reported to the Depar tment in office let ter o f Augus t 16th
last. B i l l s have been introduced in the present Congress ? t o restore

the reservation to the pub l ic domain? (8. 813 and H . R. 112 and 7505).
Provis ion is made therein, however, for the al lotment o f lands in sev-

eral ty to the Indians,

H E TURTLE MOUNTAIN BAND OF OHIPPEWAS IN DAKOTA.

Agreeably w i th the recommendation contained in my last annual re-

port, a permanent reservation has been made for the Tur t le Mounta in
band of Chippewas in Dakota, A t firat townships 162 and 163 north,
range 71 west, were selected, but subsequently township 162 north,
range 70 west, was subst i tuted for township 163 north, range 71 west,
80 tha t the reservation as now exist ing embraces townships 162 north,
ranges 70 and 71 west. (Execut ive orders dated March 29, 1884, and
June 3, 1884.) These Indians w i l l need some help fo r a time, and I
shall ask for a small appropr iat ion fo r t h a t purpose in the estimates
fo r the next fiscal year.

COMMISSION TO SIOUX OF DAKOTA,

A t the date o f m y last annual report the work o f the Sioax Commis-
sion had reached a point br ief ly, as fol lows: Congress hav ing fai led to
ra t i f y the agreement negotiated by said Commission undér the act o f
Angas t 7, 1882, presumably fo r the reason tha t i t was not executed in
l i teral compliance w i th the treaty o f A p r i l 29, 1868, the Commission

were under instract ions to continue negotiations wi th the Indians, pro-
vision for tha t purpose having been made in the sundry civ i l appropri-
at ion act o f March 3, 1883 (Stat. 22, p. 624), ba t their f inal repor t had
no t been submitted to the Department . The at tempt to procure the
signatures of three-fourths o f the male adu l t Indians, as required,
proved unsuccessful, and the agreement was returned to the Depart-
ment wi thout change. A f o l l h is tory o f the proceedings o f the Com-

mission and the causes which led to the fai lure; is set out in their re-
por t to the Department dated December 31, 1883. Said report together
w i th the agreement and al l correspondence between the Department
and any official or other indiv iduals concerning said agreements or the
rat i f icat ion thereof is pr inted in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 70, For ty-e ighth
Congress, f i rst session, in which form i t w i l l be foand easy of reference.

Tt h a v i n g been represented to the D e p a r t m e n t t h a t t h e Sisseton

and W a h p e t o n and t h e Y a n k t o n bands o f S ioux were desi rous o f dis-
pos ing o f a l i m i t e d p o r t i o n o f t h e i r respect ive reservat ions , the S ioux
Commiss ion were ins t ruc ted , unde r da te o f M a y 10th last , to v i s i t said

reserva t ions and ascer ta in i f such was the case, a n d i f so to nego t ia te
w i t h them as to the q u a n t i t y they w o u l d cede, the cond i t i ons as to the

pr ice, &c. N o repo r t has been received f r o m them u p to th i s da te , bub

the agen t f o r the Sisseton and W a b p e t o n bands repo r t s t h a t his I n d i a n s
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are unwi l l ing to par t wi th any of their lands, a n d . t h a t the v i s i t o f the
Commission was unsuccessful.

A select committee appointed by the Senate to inqui re in to the cov-
di t ion o f the Ind ians in Dako ta and Montana reported a b i l l (8. 1755)

? t o divide a por t ion o f the reservation o f the Sioux Nat ion o f Ind ians
in Dakota in to separate reservations, and to secure the rel inquishment
o f the Indian t i t le to the remainder,? which was amended and passed

the Senate A p r i l 16, 1884. I n the House the b i l l was referred to the
Committee on Indian Affai rs, and reported back wi th amendments
M a y 31, 1884, b u t no fur ther action was bad and i t remains on the
calendar,

RIGHT OF INDIANS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY TO TAX CATTLE AND

PROHIBIT THE ENTRY OF INFECTED CATTLE.

The r i gh t of the Indians in the Indian Terr i to ry to tax catt le dr iven
through their lands en route to market, and to p roh ib i t the introdac-
t ion o f foreign catt le at certain seasone of the year, is a subject o f con-
stant ly recurr ing trouble to this office. Conflicts are cont inual ly aris-
ing between cattle men and the civi l ized tribes, most i f not al l o f whom
have proh ib i tory laws bearing on the subject.

T h e Senate Commi t tee on I n d i a n A f f a i r s , i n a r e p o r t made J u n e 22,

1874, upon the pe t i t i on o f c i t izens o f the S ta te o f Kansas , r e m o n s t r a t -

i ng aga ins t the i m p o s i t i o n b y t h e Cherokee N a t i o n o f a tax o f 10 cents
per head u p o n ca t t l e d r i v e n t h r o u g h t h e i r T e r r i t o r y f r o m Texas to

no r t he rn marke ts , was o f op in ion t h a t t h e s p i r i t i f n o t t h e l e t t e r o f t h e

l a w f u l l y j u s t i f i e d the Ind ians i n t h e l evy o f the tax , and t h a t the De-
p a r t m e n t o u g h t to sus ta in them i n i t s en fo rcement so long as i t d i d n o t

exceed the pena l t y imposed b y t h e law o f J u n e 30, 1834 (sect ion 2117,

Rev i sed Sta tu tes) , f o r g r a z i n g s tock on I n d i a n lands , wh i ch i s $1 per
head.*

T h e U n i t e d Sta tes c o u r t i n the western d i s t r i c t o f A r k a n s a s ( J n d g e

I . C, P a r k e r ) , however , takes a d i f f e ren t v i e w o f t h e subject , and ho lds
t h a t a t a x imposed b y t h e Creek N a t i o n on ca t t l e pass ing t h r o u g h t h e i r

c o u n t r y is a b u r d e n l a i d apon commerce between the States, the regu-

l a t i o n o f wh i ch be longs to Congress alone. Th i s decision, u n t i l over-

ra led , is o f course b i n d i n g upon t h e D e p a r t m e n t , b u t I have t h o u g h t i t
p r o p e r to ca l l the a t t en t i on o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t to t h e sub jec t , as i t is

one wh i ch af fords t h e I n d i a n s c o n s t a n t eanse o f comp la in t , and n o t

?without show o f reason, especial ly as rega rds in fec ted cat t le . A s to

these I bel ieve t h e b o r d e r i n g States, c e r t a i n l y Kansas and Missour i ,

have p r o h i b i t o r y laws, w h i c h are r i g i d l y enforced. T h e Ind ians , espe-

c ia l l y the c i v i l i zed t r ibes , who have f ine herds o f cat t le , cons ider t h a t

they shou ld be s i m i l a r l y p ro tec ted .

*§8. Ex. Doo. No. 74, Forty-fifth Congress, second session,
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ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

I n prev ious repor ts o f th i s office the a t t en t i on o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t has

been r e p e a t e d l y ca l led to the per iod ica l invas ions o f ce r ta in por t i ons o f

t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y b y bod ies o f U n i t e d States c i t izens, u n d e r t h e

leadersh ip o f D, L . P a y n e and? others, s t y l i n g themselves ? O k l a h o m a

Colonists.? Recommenda t ions have as repea ted l y been made for an
a m e n d m e n t o f ex i s t i ng l a w s r e l a t i n g to trespassers on I n d i a n lands,

80 as to make such offenses pun i shab le by i m p r i s o n m e n t as we l l as b y
f ine. Measures l o o k i n g to t h a t end have beeu i n t r o d u c e d in Congress

b u t h i t h e r t o have i n v a r i a b l y fa i led to receive t h e concu r ren t act ion o f

b o t h Houses. D u r i n g the present yea r Payne has aga in t w i c e s o u g h t

to obta in a foo tho ld i n the T e r r i t o r y ; the f i r s t t ime i n M a y las t , when,

w i t h a p a r t y o f a b o u t f i f t y , he endeavored to effect a se t t l emen t on t h e

unoccup ied lands south o f t h e C i m a r r o n R ive r , f rom whence t h e y were
d is lodged by the m i l i t a r y , n o t w i t h o u t considerable show o f res is tance;

and la te r , in t h e m o n t h o f June last, when, w i t h l a rge l y increased num-

bers, he estab l ished h i m s e l f on the Cherokee lands sou th o f H u n u e w e l l ,

Kansa., l oca t i ng set t lements a t var ious po in ts there in , des ignated as
? R o c k F a l l s ? on t h e C h i c : s k i a R i v e r , ? S ta f fo rd? o r ? P e a r l C i t y ? on

t h e Bo i s @?Arc, and a t o t h e r places a l o n g t h e A r k a n s a s R i v e r ; t h e

Leadqua r te rs o f the co lony be ing a t R o c k F a l l s , f o u r m i l es sou th o f t h e
K a n s a s l ine.

T h e of f ic ia l r e p o r t o f Co lone l H a t c h , c o m m a n d i n g t h e d i s t r i c t o f O k -

Jahoma, da ted 6 t h A u g u s t l as t , states t h a t p r i o r to ac t i ve opera t ions

h e v i s i t ed the p r i n c i p a l rendezvous o f the in t rude rs , a n d exp la i ned to
t h e leaders and people present the ob jec t o f h i s mission, r e a d i n g to them

t h e President?s p roc lama t i on o f J n l y 31 las t , and i n f o r m i n g t h e m of t h e

c o n d i t i o n o f the I n d i a n lands , and the necess i ty o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t

m a i n t a i n i n g t h e status thereof . M o s t o f t h e i n t r u d e r s o f t h e b e t t e r

class, and some others, upon ref lect ion, conc luded to move at once. T h e

leaders, Payne, Cooper , M i l l e r , Couch , E i che lbu rge r , and o the rs were

de f i an t , and refused to move unless compe l led b y super io r force. On t h e

T th A u g u s t such o f the i n t r u d e r s as remained a t Rock Fa l l s , were, w i t h

t h e i r p r i v a t e p rope r t y , r e m o v e d f rom the T e r r i t o r y b y t h e m i l i t a r y , w i t h
t h e except ion o f Payne and some others, o ld offenders, who were arrested.
a n d t u r n e d ove r to the c i v i l au tho r i t i es a t F o r t Sm i t h . T h e s e t t l e m e n t a t

? S t a f f o r d Ci ty ,? on the Bois d?Arc, was on the a r r i v a l o f the m i l i t a r y the re

f o u n d to have been recen t l y evacuated. A t C h i l l o t t Creek, 1 } mi les f r o m

t h e Sta te l ine, a smal l p a r t y o f ?boomers? was foand encamped, t h r e e
o f whom were also arres ted as old offenders, and t u r n e d over to t h e

U n i t e d States marsha l . T h e n u m b e r o f persons engaged i n th i s l a s t

m o v e m e n t was v a r i o u s l y ex t imated a t f r o m f i ve h u n d r e d t o t w o thoa-

sand, and i t appears f rom t h e of f ic ia l repor ts to t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t ,

t h a t f rom 6,000 to 10,000 c la ims had been loca ted and surveyed on t h e

Cherokee lands, l and i n the sou the rn p a r t o f Kansas h a v i n g become so
v a l u a b l e t h a t men o f means, o w n i n g l a r g e fa rms h a d sen t to the Ok la -
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homa C o l o n y o rgan i za t i on par t ies who were loca t i ng c la ims f o r them.

A subsequent of f ic ia l r e p o r t o f Colonel H a t c h , da ted t h e 22d A u g u s t

las t , conveys t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t n e a r l y a l l the i n t r u d e r s on the
Cherokee O u t l e t l ands were o u t o f t h e T e r r i t o r y , and t h a t p r o b a b l y b y

t h e 15th September, the remova l o f a l l unau tho r i zed set t lers and o f the

fences erected b y ca t t l e men in O k l a h o m a proper, as d i rec ted by the

Secre ta ry o f W a r , w o u l d be comp le ted . Recommend ing a p r o p e r dis-

pos i t i on o f t roops for the p ro tec t i on o f t h e T e r r i t o r y f r o m f u r t h e r i nva -

s ion, Co lone l H a t c h remarks :

?At many points on the Kansas border ate camped partica who say they will move
into the Territory aa soon as the troops are moved from it. Payne and the inen with
hhim who aro engaged in locating claims will continue to agitate the opening of this
?Territory in the same manner ag before : not that they really desire to have the country
settled, but that they way obtain money from the ignorant people deluded into the
parchase of claims and town Jota, and from the fees paid on joining what they teria
tho ?Oklahoma Coluny.?

?The payments for surveys, claims, town lots, and initiation fees must in the aggre-
gate have already amounted to the neighborhood of $100,000, all of which has been
divided among the leaders. Should the country be opened to settlers there would be
an end to their profits; hence, in my opinion, Payne and his immediate associates do

not want it declared open.

There is no possible exense for these repeated lawless invasions o f the
Ind ian Terr i tory on the ground (as the invaders hold} tha t the unoecupied
Jands thereof are publ ic lands o f the Uni ted States, and as such open.

to settlement. They are no t pub l ic lands in any sense as yet, whatever
disposition may be made of them hereafter. B y the terms of the t reaty
o f 1866 w i th the Cherokees the Uni ted States is empowered to settle

f r iend ly Ind ians in any par t o f the Cherokee country west of 96°, in

quant i t y as therein provided, the boundaries o f the distr iets thus sett led
to be dis t inct ly marked and the land conveyed in fee-simple to each
of such tr ibes so settled, to be held in common or in severalty, as
the Uni ted States may decide, the lands thus disposed of to be paid
for to the Cherokee Nat ion a t such price as way be agreed upon
between the part ies in interest, subject to the approval o f the Presi-
den t ; the Cherokee Nat ion to retain the r i gh t o f possession and
jur isd ic t ion over al l o f said country west o f 96° un t i l thus sold and
ocenpied, after which their jur isdict ion and r i gh t o f possession termi-
nates as to each dis t r ic t thus sold and occupied. I t may here be

remarked that , i n the exercise o f this r i g h t o f possession and jur is -
diction, the Cherokees have, by an act o f the i r national council (ap-
proved by the pr inc ipal chief), leased said unoccupied lands to the
Cherokee Str ip L ive Stock Association, for grazing purposes, for a term
o f f ive years, at an annual rental payable to the nation, subject, never-
theless, to the treaty r ights reserved to the Uni ted States to sett le
f r iend ly Indians thereon at any time dur ing the continuance o f said
Jease. There is no general cession of these lands to the Uni ted States,
no surrender by the Cherokees of possession or javisdict ion, unt i l such

t ime as a certain specified purchaser shall have complied wi th the terms
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o f the purchase and entered into possession. Unt i l t h a t eventh a p p e n s
the Uni ted States is bound b y the terms of the t reaty to protect the
Cherokees in the i r possessory r ights to the lands in question. So aiso

in regard to the other unoccupied lands of the IndianT e r r i t o r y ? n o t a -
b ly the so-called Oklahoma lauds?wh i ch have from t ime to time been

ceded to the Uni ted States by various Indian nations or tribes, H e r e ,
again, there is no general cession to the Uni ted States, bu t a cession fo r
express purposes only, which are clearly l imi ted and defined in the

treaties w i th the natious or tr ibes from whom the Uni ted States acquired
ti t le, viz, for the sett lement of other Ind ians and freedmen thereon. I t
is equal ly the du ty o f the Government to maintain the status o f these
lands intact.

A t t h e f i r s t session o f t h e p resen t Congressab i l l (8. 1545) ? t o amend
sect ion 2148 o f the Rev ised Sta tu tes o f the U n i t e d States, i n re la t i on to

trespassers on I n d i a n lands,? passed the Senate, b u t was n o t reached i n

t h e House . T h i s b i l l p r o h i b i t s auy person f rom e n t e r i n g I n d i a n lands,

t r i b a l reservat ions , o r lands spec ia l l y set a p a r t f o r I n d i a n purposes, w i t h
i n t e n t to occupy a n y such lands or reservat ion, u n d e r a pena l t y f o r t h e

f i r a t offense o f a f ine o f n o t more than $500, o r i m p r i s o n m e n t a t h a r d

l abo r f o r n o t more than one year, o r bo th , i n the d i sc re t i on o f t h e cour ts
a n d fo r every subsequent offense a f ine is imposed o f n o t more than

$1,000, w i t h i m p r i s o n m e n t a t h a r d labor f o r n o t mo re t h a n t w oy e a r s .
I t also prov ides fo r conf iscat ion and fo r fe i t u re o f the wagons, teams, and
o u t f i t o f the in t ruders , by process in t h e proper U n i t e d States courta.

I t is man i fes t t h a t w i t h o u t t h e passage o f some s t r i n g e n t l aw of t h i s

E ind i n t r a d e r s can o n l y be k e p t ou t b y t h e troops, and shou ld they a t

any t ime be t e m p o r a r i l y w i t h d r a w n fo r a n y purpose t h e T e r r i t o r y w o u l d
be r a p i d l y ove r run .

The construction of the Southern Kansas Rai lway and the Gulf , Colo-
rado aud Santa Fé Rai lway, both o f which roads were authorized by
the present Congress a t i ts last session to be b u i l t through the Ind ian
Terr i to ry , w i l l doubtless br ing w i th i t a miscellaneous Population, who,
under cover o f the rai lroads, w i l l a t tempt to settle the country, I n a
recent communication, dated September8 last, I had the honor to draw
the attent ion o f the Department to this contingency, and to recommend

t h a t the W a r Department be requested to make such t imely disposit ion
o f troops in the Terr i to ry as may aver t the threatened evil. I t is to be

- hoped t h a t Congress w i l l no t fa i l t o recognize the impo r t ance o f the

p rese rva t i on o f peace, and the ob l i ga t i on o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t to protect :

t h e I n d i a n s i n the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y in the qu ie t en joyment , o f t h e i rr i g h t
o f person and p r o p e r t y , b y the ea r l y passage a t the coming session o f
t h e b i l l re fer red to, o r some equa l l y comprehens ive and eff ic ient measure.

In format ion reached this office in May last o f an at tempt by cit i-
zens o f Texas to colonize the unoccupied lands in the southwest cor-
ner o f the Ind ian Terr i tory , l y i n g west o f the North Fo rk o f Red River,
wh ich lands are claimed by the State o f Texas and are involved in the
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question o f the disputed boundary line between Texas and the Uni ted

States, in regard to which a b i l l (H. R. 1565) author iz ing the appoiut-
ment o f a commission to ran and mark said boundary l ine is now pend-

ing before Congress. The mat ter was on the 2d of June last referred
by the Department to the honorable Secretary o f War , w i th the state-
ment that , i n the absence of any definite sett lement o f the controversy,
the status of the lands must be maintained as Ind ian country, and re-
quest ing the service o f the mi l i ta ry in remov ing all in t raderst h e r e -

from. The official reports o f the W a r Depar tment show tha t thesset-
t lers were notified to vacate the lands by the i s t October, 1884, fa i l i ng

which they would be prompt l y removed by the troops.

INTRUDERS AND DISPUTED CITIZENSHIP IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

B y y o u r decis ion o f M a r c h 15, 1884, t h e ac t o f t h e C h o c t a w counc i l ,

a p p r o v e d Oc tobe r 21, 1882, has been made t h e basis f o r d e t e r m i n i n g a l l

ques t ions r e l a t i n g to i n t r u d e r s and d i s p u t e d c i t i zensh ip i n t h a t na t i on .
U n d e r t h i s dec is ion i n s t r u c t i o n s were g i ven A g e n t T u f t s u n d e r da te o f

M a r c h 22, 1884, w h i c h are here to appended, t o g e t h e r w i t h the ac t o f
t h e Choc taw counc i l . T h e me thod o f d e a l i n g w i t h these quest ions t h a s

adop ted leaves t h e i r u l t i m a t e decis ion w i t h the D e p a r t m e n t in accord-

ance w i t h the op in ion o f t h e honorab le A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l (16 Op in ions ,

404), and i t is be l i eved w i l l p roduce sa t i s fac to ry resu l ts . N o ac t i on o n
t h i s m a t t e r has been t a k e n by t h e o t h e r c i v i l i zed na t ions , b u t t h e Sen-

a te C o m m i t t e e o n I n d i a n A f f a i r s is abou t to v i s i t the T e r r i t o r y f o r t h e
purpose o f i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e subject , a m o n g o ther ma t te rs , a n d i t i s

p resumed w i l l p r e s e n t a r e p o r t w h i c h w i l l enab le Congress to reach &

s a t i s f a c t o r y so lu t i on o f t h e ques t i on a t t h e ensu ing session.

ACT OF CHOCTAW CoUNCIL.
To the General Council :

?Your committee to whom was referred that portion of the chief's message referring
to our relations with the United States, would report the following and ask ite
adoption:

Whereas, by the seventh article of the treaty of 1855, the Choctaws are scoured
In the unrestricted right of aclf-government and full jurisdiction over persons and
property within their respective limits, which unrestricted right of self-government
does, and of #right ought to,secure to the Choctaw Government the sole right and
power to hear and determine all applications for a citizenship; and

?Whereas great injury has been done the Choctaws in the past by non-citizens, after
they have failedt o ostablish their c l a i m sto citizenship according to the Choctaw
law, resorting to Fort Smith and there before commission and too often by means
of bribed witnesses, and without the Choetaw Government having apy representative
present to protect her interest, established claims which are not only detrimental to
the interosta of the Choctaws, but are in open violation of the seventh article of the
treaty of 1855, above mentioned; and

?Whereas the Choctawa, in order to quiet all ories of prejudice and partiality against
applicants for citizenship, agree that after an applicant for citizenship has been
refused the right he claimed, and feels aggrieved by auch refusal, snch applicant may
have a reheating ofhis oase before the United States Indian agent: Provided, The
agent notify the principal chief of the time and place of all such rehearinge, uo that
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the Choctawe may be represented by an attorney, and the Choctaws agree to abide
by the decision of the agent; and

?Whereas there are now ip the Choctaw Nation many non-citizens who remain here
year after year with the pretense that they are about: to prove their claim to citizen-
ship, it fs carneatly requested that the Unitod States Indian agent be required, when
furnished with a list of such persone by the principal chief, to cause them to take
immediate ateps to prove their rights to citizenship; aud if they refuse or neglect,
put them oat of the Nation: Therefore,

Beit enacted by the general council of the Choctaw Nation aesembled, That the Secre-
tary of the Interior iy hereby requested to prohibit United States commissionera, at
Fort Smith, Arkansas, or any other plaice, from taking cognizance of any petition for
the rights of citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, as the Choctawe do not recognize
such persons as citizens, nor will theyin the future.

Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interiorie hereby requested
to order the United States Indian agent to hear and determine all applications made
to him to establish claims of citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, and the decision of
such agent shall be final: Provided only, That all such applications shall bave been
made to the proper Choctaw tribunal and by it refused, the agent notifying the prin-
cipal chief of the time and place of such rehearing. Then the principal chief shall
appoint eome competent Choctaw attorney to represent and defend the interests of
the Chootaw Nation in all such rehearings, and auch attorney ehall be allowed $5 for
every day he is necowsarily engaged, aud. 10 cente for every mile traveled on a direot
and practicable route going to and returning from guch rehearing, to be paid on the
order of the principal chief out of any money in the treasury not otherwise sppro-
priated.

SEC. 3. Ba it further enaoted, That the Secretary of the Interior be farther requested.
?to instract the United States Indian agent to order all non-citizens now in the nation
to take immediate steps to prove their rights ax citizens, and i f they refuse or neg-
lect, remove them beyond the limits of the Choctaw Nation,

Suc. 4, Be it further enacted, That the principal chief be requested to send a copy of
this act to the Secretary of the Interior, and one to the United States Indian agent;
and also that he send a copy to the governor of the Chickasaw Nation, and aak the
concurrence and co-operation of the Chickasawe, and that this act take effect and be

in force from and after ita passage,
STEPHEN WATKINS,

Chairman Committee on Petitions.
Approved October 21, 1882,

JAMES THOMPSON,
President Senate, ActingChief pro tem.

INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENT TUFTS.

DEPARTMENT OF THR INTERIOR,

Orvice oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. Cy March %, 1884.

Journ Q. Torts, Eeq.,
United States Indian Agent, Union Agency, Muskogee, Ind. Ter.?

Sm: I transmit herewith & copy of office report dated March 14, 1864, upon the
question of intruders and disputed citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, and of the de-
cision of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, dated March 15, 1M84, concurring
in the recommendation of this Office.

In accordance with this decision you will notify all disputed claimants to citizen-
ship in the Choctaw Nation, whose names are farnisbed you by the Choctaw authori-
ties, to appear at the next scasion of the proper tribanal and anbmit their claims for
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adjudication asprovided by the Choctaw lawa; that failing to do so they will bo
deemed intruders and removed from the Territory; and that any party fecling
aggrieved by the decision of the Choctaw tribunal will be allowed thirty days in
which to appeal to you, at the expiration of that time to be deemed an intruder, if
no appeal be taken.

?This notice you wil l sorve upon the parties, either by causing your police to deliver
a written or printed copy, with your signature attached, to the person interested, or
fo leave the aume ni the usual place of abode of auch person, at leust sixty days prior
to the firat duy of the session of the council before which he is summoned to appear,
or by sending the same through the mails so that aixty days may elapse between the
receipt of the notice and the commencement of said seasion.

?You will hear all cases of appeal from the decision of the Choctaw authorities, giv-
ing proper notice to the principal chief of the time and place of hearing, receiving
and considering such proper evidence, without distinction as to the race of witnessen,
as may be presented. You will allow the claimants to be represented by counsel, if
they so desire, aa well as the nation.

Yon will hear all case of appeal ae promptly as posstble, and submit the evidence
in each case, with your finding thereon, to this office fur final adjudication.

?All persons finally adjudged to he intruders will be allowed @ reasonable time in
which to dispose of their improvements and property before being removed.

Sabject to this qualification, all parties, properly notified, failing to appear at the
session of tho couneil for which they aro sumone, should at the expiration of said
sossion be promptly removed ; and any person adjudged to be an intruder by the Choo-
taw authorities failing to appeal within the time preseribed should also be promptly
removed.

In carrying out these instructions you are expected to co-operate with the Choctaw
authorities, ander the Choctaw law of October 21, 1862, 60 far sa the same ia not mod-
ified by the decision of the Secretary.

Very respectfully, &c.,
H. PRICE,

Commissioner.

FPREEDMEN IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

Since the date o f my last annual report the act o f the Choctaw
Council, approved May 21, 1883, therein referred to, has been held by
you to be a substant ial compliance w i th the terms of the th i rd art ic le
o f the t reaty o f 1866 (14 Stat., 770), and three-fourths o f the sum of
$10,000 appropriated fo r the education o f freedimen in the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Nations by the act o f M a y 17, 1882 (22 Stat., 72), has been

paid over to the Choctaw authorit ies. This question, therefore, may be
regarded as settled, so far as the Chot taw Nation is concerned, whi le
in the other nations i t remains in the condit ion presented i n my last

report. The fo l lowing is the act of the Choctaw Council referred to :

AN ACT ontitled ?An avt to adopt the freedmenofthe Choctaw Nation.?

Whereas by the third and fourth articles of tho treaty betwoon the United States
and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, coneluded April 28, 1466, provision was
made for the adoption of laws, rules, and regulations necessary to give all persons of
?African descent resident in said uations at the date of the treaty of Fort Smith, Sep-
tomber 13, 1265, and their descendants, formerly held in slavery among said nations,
all the rights, privileges, and immunities, iueluding the right of suffrage, of citizens
of said nations, excopt in tho annuities, moneys, and public domain cluimed by or
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b e l o n g i n gto snid nations respectively; and also to give to such persons who were
residents na aforesaid, and their descendants, 40 acres each of the lands of said na-
tions on the same terms as Choctaws and Chickasaws, to be selected on the survey
of said lands; until which eaid freedmen shall be entitled to as much land as they
may eultivate for the support of themselves and families; and

Whereas the Choctaw Nation adopted legislation in the form of » memorial to the
United States Government in regard to adopting freedmen to be citizens of the Choo-

taw Nation, which was approved by the principal chief November 2, 1880, setting
forth the status of said freedmen and the inability of the Choctaw Nation to prevail
upon the Chickasawsto adopt any joint plan for adopting said freedmen, and notifying
the United States Goveroment of their williugness to accept anid freedmen as citizens
of the Choctaw Nation in accordance with the third and fourth articles of the treaty
of 1866 ae a basis; and?

Whereas & resolution was passed and approved November 5, 1680, authorizing the
principal chief to submit the aforesaid proposition of the Choctaw Nation to adopt
their freadmen to the United States Government; and?

Whereas » resolution was passed and approved November 6, 1880, to provide for
the registration of freedmon in the Choctaw Nation, authorizing the principal chief
to appuint three competent persons in each district, citizens of the nation, whose duty
it shall bo to register all freedmen referred to in ssid third article of the treaty of
1868 who desire to become citizens of the nation in accordance with said tronty, and
upon proper notification that the Government of the United States had acted favora-
l y upon the proposttion to adopt the freedmen as citizens, to issue his proclamation
notifying all such freedmen ag desire to become citizens of the Choctaw Nation to ap-
?pear before said commissioner for identification and registration; aud,

?Whereas in the Indian appropriation act of Congress May 17, 1882, it is provided
that either of said tribes may adopt and provide for the freemen in anid tribe in ac-
cordance with said third article: Now, therefore,

Beit enacted by the generat council of the Choctaw Nation, That all personso f African
descent resident in the Choctaw Nation at the date of the treaty of Fort Smith, Sep-
tember 13, 1865, and-their descondants, formerly held in slavery by the Choctaws of
Chickssawa, are hereby declared to be entitled to and invested with all the rights,
privileges, and immunities, including the right of suffrage, of citizens of the Choctaw
Nation, except in the aunuities, moneys and the public domain of the nation.

Suc. 2, Be it further enacted, That all eaid persons of African descent, asaforesaid,
and their descendants, shall be allowed the came rights of process, civil and criminal,
in the aevoral courts of thie nation ae are allowed to Choctaws, and free protection of
persona and property is bereby granted to all such persons.

Suc. 3. Beit further enacted, That all said persons are hereby declared to be enti-
tledto forty acrea each of the lands of the nation, to be selected and held by them
?ander the same title aad upon the same terms as the Choctaws.

Suc. 4, Be it further enacted, That all said persons aforesaid are hereby declared to
be entitled to equal educational privileges and facilities with the Choctaws éo far as

neighborhood achools are concerned.
Sec. 5. Be it further enavied, That all said persona as shall elect to remove and do

actually and permanently remove from the nation are hereby declared to be entitled
to one hundred dollars per capita, as provided in said third article of the treaty of
1866.

SEC. 6. Beit further enacted, That all said persons who shall decline to become citi-
zens of the Choctaw Nation, and who do not elect to remove permanently from the
nation, are hereby declared to be intruders, on the same footing aa other citizens of
the United States reaident herein, and subject to removal for similar causes.

Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, That intormarriage with euch freedmen of African de-
aeont who wore formerly held aa slaves of the Choctaws, and have become citizens,
shall not confer any righta of citizens in this nation, and all freedmen who have
married or who may hereafter marry freedwomen who have become citizens of the
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Choctaw Nation are aubject to the permit lawa, and allowed to remain during good
behavior only.

Sec. 9, Be tt further enacted, That the national secretary shail farnish a, certified
copy of this to the Secretary of the Interior. And thie act shall take effect and be

in force from and after ita passage.
Approved, May 21, 1383.

J. F. MoCURTALN,
Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation.

OREEK AND SEMINOLE BOUNDARIES.

This subject has been fu l l y discussed in the last three annual reports
o f th is office. Recommendation was made the past year for an appro-

pr ia t ion o f $3,000 for the survey o f the outboundaries of the 175,000
acres o f Creek lands purchased by the Uni ted States fo r the Seminole
Indians. Congress did not seef i t to make a separate appropr iat ion for

th is specific work, ba t in the Ind ian appropr iat ion act, approved J u l y
4, 1884, the sum o f $50,000 was appropriated for the survey o f I nd ian

reservations, ont o f wh ich sum the expenses o f the survey to determine
and establish the outboundaries o f this purchased t rac t o f land w i l l
?be paid,

RESERVOIRS AT THE HEADWATERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

I n addi t ion to w h a t was submit ted in m y last Annua l Report (page
LYIIz) on this subject, to which I inv i te your attent ion, I have now to
atate t h a t the Commission, consisting o f R. Blakey, esq., vice General

Sibley, resigned, ex-Governor W . R. Marshal l , and Rev. J. A . Gi l f i l lan,
appointed December 22, 1882, to review a former valuat ion o f damages
to Indians, &c., w i th a view to a reassessment, i f in i ts j udgmen t the
i n j u r y incurred in the construction o f reservoirs was greater than the
compensation heretofore allowed, submit ted on the 4th o f December,
1883, a report o f proceedings w i th the findings or valuations of in ju ry
sustained by the Ind ians by reason of the construct ion.of these reser-
voirs a t Lake Winnib igesh ish and Leech Lake, on the headwaters o f the
Mississippi River, v iz :
Lake Winnibigoshish and Cass Lake:

Injury to personal property...
Injury to iribal property.

Leech Lake:
Injury to personal proporty.
Injury to tribal property...

Annual damages to these Indians:
For rice destroyed at 10 centa per poun
For hay deatroyed at $28 per ton...
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Carried forward. coesessee $18,410 00

Indians at Lake Winnibigoshi
age, vis,

Hay...
Lose af fish.
Lose of cranberries
Loss of sugar...

Making total damages awarded by the commission outside of
resultant damages, as follows:

Individosl property.
?Tribal property.

?Total annual damages awarded............0sssseeeceeee

T h e s u m o f $10,038.18 be ing ava i lab le o u t o f t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n s

-a l ready made, th i s Off ice, on t h e 19th o f December , 1883, i n a r e p o r t on

the subject , recommended t h a t an a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $26,800 be made b y
Congress as the f i r s t i n s t a l l m e n t f o r the annua l damages fo r t h e n e x t

f iscal year, and t h a t annua l l y therea f te r a s i m i l a r a p p r o p r i a t i o n be made

t o ca r r y i n t o ef fect t h e a w a r d o f the Commiss ion . Congress d i d n o t -

however , a t i t s l as t session, m a k e t h e app rop r i a t i ons recommended,
These I n v i a n s have been and are now peaceably disposed and loya l to

t h e G o v e r n m e n t . B i s h o p W h i p p l e , M r . B l a k e l y , G o v e r n o r M a r s h a l l ,

a n d o t h e r p r o m i n e n t c i t izens o f t h a t loca l i t y , u rge the jus tness o f t h e

I n d i a n cla im, and I concur w i t h t h e i r j u d g m e n t t h a t these I n d i a n s have

a j u s t c l a im u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t f o r f u l l compensat ion fo r t h e i n j u r y
sus ta ined by them i n t h e cons t ruc t i on o f these dams f o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t

o f t h e n a v i g a t i o n o f t h e Miss i ss ipp i R i v e r , the benef i ts o f w h i c h i nu re

so le ly to the U n i t e d States, I canno t too s t r o n g l y press t h e u r g e n t
necessi ty f o r t h e app rop r i a t i ons recommended. N o one can c o m p u t e

t h e e v i l consequences t h a t m a y ar ise shou ld Congress igno re i t s d u t y
to these I n d i a n s by a f a i l u r e to make t h e app rop r i a t i ons to c a r r y o u t

t h e t e r m s o f the aforesa id awa rd .

SALE OF OMAHA LANDS IN NEBRASKA, AND ALLOTMENT OF LANDS.
IN SEVERALTY TO OMAHA INDIANS.

The commission appointed to appraise the Omaha Reservation lands
in Nebraska west of the Sioux C i ty and Nebraska Railroad under the
act o f A n g u s t 7, 1882 (Stat. 2%, p. 341), submit ted their report and
schedule o f appraisement under date o f October 11,1883. The appraise-
ment was approved by the Depar tment November 20, 1883, and the
General Land Office directed to take steps for the disposal o f the lands
under the law. B y publ ic proclamation, dated March 19, 1884, the ©

lands were th rown open to sett lement from and af ter A p r i l 30, 1884,
a t 12 o'clock, noon. The total number o f acres appraised and subject

to disposal is 50,157, and the value thereof as appraised, $512,670.24.
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T h e schedule, w h i c h gives a f u l l descr ip t ion and v a l u a t i o n o f t h e l ands

to be sold, has been p r i n t e d a n d n u m e r o u s l y c i rcu la ted .

Al lo tments in severalty have been made to the Omahas in accordance
w i th the provisions o f the act aforesaid. Miss A .C . Fletcher, to whom,
as special agent o f the Department, the work was assigned, sub-
mi t ted her report and schedule o f al lotments under date o f June 25,
1884, The allotments were approved by the Depar tment Ju l y 11, 1884,
and by let ter o f same date the General Land Office was directed to
isstte patents therefor in accordance w i th section 6 of the act, and to
del iver the same to th is office for d is t r ibut ion to the part ies severally

ent i t led thereto. The whole number o f allotments made was 954. Ac-
cording to Miss Fletcher?s report the total number o f acres al lot ted waa

76,809.68, o f which 876.60 acres were al lot ted west o f the railroad. T h e
area of unal lot ted lands remaining? wi th in the reservation east o f the
rai l road is a l i t t le in excess o f 65,000 acres.

I n regard to the good effect o f this al lotment, the agent reports as
fol lows:

The principal event of importance of the past year has beeu the completion of the
work of allotting to the Indians their lands in severalty, in accordanea with the aot
of Congress approved Auguat7, 1882; 75,931 acres were allotted in 954 separate allot-
ments to',194 persone. This number includes the wives, they receiving their lands
with their respective busbands, About 55,450 acres remaintobe patented to the tribe
according 40 the act for the benetit of the children born during the period of the truat
Pateute,

In the four townships nearest the railroad 226 allotmonta wore taken, showing the
practical appreciation by the people of a near market for their prodace. In town-
ship 24, rango7 east of the Sixth principal meridian, 105 allotments were made. The
portion of thie township lying west of the railroad and unallotted to Indians waa
opened Inst April to white settlement, and was immediately ocoupied. ?The unallotted
portion of this township east of the railroad will next year be in the market, and the
Tndiaus located there will be surrounded by white neighbors, aud thus be brought in
clogs contact with civilized people. All the land lying near the white settlements
which ekirt the douthern portion of the rescrvation is allotted ; and the Indians, par-
ticularly those who are inclined to be progressive, are seeking rather than avoiding
asaociations with the white people, This is a good indication. Progress cannot be
made in isolation.

The increasing crops of the Omahas to be marketed make ther an important factor
in the prosperity of the growing villages in their vicinity, antl the tradesmen in the
villages encourage their efforts. The people seem more and more in earnest to ad.
?vance in their farmer?a mode of life. The avcurity of their tenure of their land haa
had an excellent influence.

?The very thorough manner in which the work of allotting these lands waa done,
and the practical instructions given thom at the same time, have given those people
an impetus which will vever be lost. The thanks of every one of these people, and
mine with thom, are heartily given to Miss A.C, Fleteher for hernoble work, Henoe-
forth the land follows descent according to the lawa of the State, and the registry
kept by Mise Fletcher will facilitate in securing the proper inberitancé. This regis-
try, giving ae it does the exact atatus of the families as they will berecognized by the
Government in the patents, will also render valuable assistance in maintaining the
integrity of the family, a most important matter in the welfareof thin people.

4266 I N D ? = I V
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M a n y o f t h e lead ing men o f the O m a h a t r ibe i n Nebraska h a v e f o r

some t ime favored the idea t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t g i v e t h e t r i b e en t i r e

con t ro ! o f i t s own affa i rs, w i t h o u t the in ter ference o r expense o f an agent

o r o f agency employés. Since the sale and a l l o t m e n t o f a p a r t o f t h e i r

reserva t iou before re fe r red to, th i s desire f o r independence, and t h e i r

w i s h to do a w a y w i t h t h e expense o f a r e g u l a r l y organ ized agency force,
has increased. N o w more than h a l f o f these I n d i a n s l i ve i n comfor ta-

b le honses; every f a m i l y i n the t r i be has land u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n i n f a r m s

r a n g i n g f rom ten to one h u n d r e d acres, and t h e acreage o f t i l l ed l a n d i s

increas ing every year. T h e y are al l mode ra te l y wel l supp l ied w i t h

s tock , and w i t h wagons, p lows, and o t h e r necessary f a r m i n g utens i ls ,
w h i c h t h e y k u o w l o w to use aud t a k e care o f ; and they Lave g o o d

mi l l s , shops, and schvol-houses, and have been v e r y successful i n farm-
i ng , so tha t , w i t h t h e i r y e a r l y cash income, they feel t h a t t h e i r f u t u r e

necessit ies are p rov ided for, T h e po l i cy I h a v e adop ted in dea l i ng w i t h
I n d i a n a is to p repare them as soon as possib le to take care o f them.

selves by c iv i l i zed pu rsu i t s , and to encourage them in self-rel iance, and
I there fore looked w i t h f a v o r on th i s fee l ing o f independence a m o n g s t

the Omabas, be l iev ing t h a t i t was insp i red by p r o p e r mot ives.

Therefore, on t h e i r request, made in eounei l , 1 i ns t ruc ted the agen t

o f t h e Omabas to d ischarge a l l agency employéa a t t h e O m a h a A g e n c y

on the 30th day o f l as t September, excep t the schuo) employés and one
persou who ig to remain the re to act aa p i y s i c i a n and f a r m e r a n d who
w i l l l o o k at ter t h e in teres ts o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t and the Ind ians and

kecp th is office in fo rmed o f the progress o f af fairs there , and who w i l l

be re ta ined u n t i l h i s services can be d ispensed w i t h . T h e agen t was

f a r t h e r i ns t ruc ted to t a r n ove r to the O m a h a counc i lmen, in t r a s t f o r

t h e t r ibe , t h e mi l l s , shops, dwe l l i ngs , school-houses, l i ve stock, and a l l
pub l i c p rope r t y on the O m a h a Reservat ion, wh ich t rans fe r is no d o u b t

comp le ted by th i s t ime. W h i l e th ia is un expe r imen t , i t is be l i eved

that. i t w i l l p rove to be successful, and t h a t t h e Omahas w i l l demon-
s t r a t e the w isdom of the methods now pursued b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t

l o o k i n g to the u l t i m a t e c i v i l i za t i on and independence o f a l l the I n d i a n
t r ibes.

KICKAPOO ALLOTTEES UNDER TREATY OF 1862.

I n my last three anuual reports attention was called to the condi t ion
o f affairs relat ive to the estates o f deceased and minor allottees under

the provisions o f the t reaty wi th the Kiekapoo Indians of June 28, 1862
(18 Stat,, 623), and to the fact t h a t the treaty contains no provis ion

whereby female allottees can become citizens and obtain patents for
the lands allotted to them. That matter was sabmitted to Congress a t
i ts last session for the thi rd time, wi th the result t h a t the proposed b i l l
passed the Senate but received no consideration in the House o f Rep-
Tesentatives.
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EASTERN CUEROKEES.

I n September, 1882, Joseph G. Hester was appointed agent to take a
census and makea l isto f a l l the Cherokev Indians residing euat o f the
Mississippi River, as required by an act approved Augus t 7, 1882. To

assist him in th is work, I farnished him wi th copies o f four previous
lists o f this people. One taken by J . C . Mul lay aa early as 1848, con-
ta in ing the names of all who resided in the State o f N o r t h Carolina a t
the time of the treaty o f 1836, aud who had not removed West, and one
taken by D, W. Siler in pursuance of an a c t approved September 3),
1850, which, i t is believed, includes all o f these people then residing in
Nor th Carolina, Georgia, Tenuessee, and Alabama, This rel t was used

by A l f red Chapman, act ing for this Department, in the fol lowing year,
to make a per capita payment to the Eastern Cherokees, and in doing
#0 he found i t necessary from evidence presented to make a few changes,?
80 tha t a copy of the pay-roll made by him was also given to the agent
together with a copy of a l ist o f these people taken by S, H. Swetland
under an act approved Ju l y 27, 1868,

I n consequence of the wide distr ibut ion o f these Indians aud their
descendants over many States, a great majovity l i v ing in localities re-
mote from ull usual routes o f travel, the task proved to be of much
greater magnitude, diff iculty, and expense than was at f i rs t anticipated,
aud i t was not aut i l the Sth of last January that i t could be com-

pleted and the l ist subsnitted. I t contains the names of 1,881 members
residing in Nor th Carolina, 458 in Georgia, 215 in T e u n e s s e e ,71 in Ala-
bama, 1 in Keu tucky , 8 in New Jersey, 5 in Virg in ia, 3 each in Kan-
sas (at present) and South Caralina, and 1 each in California. Colorado,
and I l l inois (at, present), making a total membership o f 2,956.

_ I t gives the Engl ish and Indian names (when they have both), the
age and sex of each, and the residence or post-office address of every
fami ly or single person, together with the relationship of each member
o f a fami ly to the head thereof. Reference is also made to the numbers
opposite their names, or the names of their ancestors on the previous

Tolls above noted, tha t they may be identif ied there, and there are such
marginal references and explanatory notes as special cases seemed to
require. Thus no person?s name was enrolled on this l ist whose name

or the name of whose ancestor does no t appear on some one of the pre-
vious lists, and all except forty-seven on the previous lists are accoauted
for, ei ther as dead, as having gone west to reside wi th the Nation in the
{Indian Terr i tory , or by enrollment as now residing e1st o f the Missis-
s ipp i River. These forty-seven persons whose whereabouts could uo t
be ascertained are believed by the i r fr iends and relatives to have either
died, gone west, or to be now known by dif ferent names trom those under
which they were previously enrolled. A l ist o f the forty-seven names
is given with th is census. Wh i le the agent was engaged in the work,
va r i o i s persons presented themselves to bim, claiming to be Eastern
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Cherokees or the i r descendants, whom he declined to enroll, not believ-
ing the evidence they submitted sufficient to sustain their claims, He

files wi th the census a l ia t o f their names, accompanied by al l the papers
and information he had received or could obtain in reference to them,
which may he useful in case any of those so rejected in future claim tha t
they have been wronged,

?The census list, together w i th all evidence and informat ion avai lable
per ta in ing to i t , was laid before a council o f the Eastern Cherokees at

their request (due notice hav ing been given to the Cherokee Nat ion in

the Indian Terr i to ry to be present by delegates i f they so desired), and
after hav ing been carefully scrutinized by said council was fu l l y ap-
proved by them. A certif icate signed by the council to tha t effect accom-
panies the list, which het, after hav ing been careful ly examined and

compared wi th the previous rolls in th is office, was on my recommenda-
?tion approved by the Department on the 4th o f last February.

TOWN OF PENDLETON, OREGON?SALE OF UMATILLA RESERVATION
LANDS FOR TOWN PURPOSES,*

R e f e r r i n g to t h e men t i on o f th i s sub jec t i n m y las t annua l repo r t , I
h a v e to say t h a t t h e appra isement o f the lands re fe r red to i n t h e above

t i t l e was comp le ted in t h e ea r l y p a r t o f Oc tober fo l l ow ing , and a p p r o v e d
b y the D e p a r t m e n t u n d e r da te December 22, 1883, T h e lands, w h i c h
had been surveyed and la id o n t i n t o b locks and lots, were of fered f o r

sale a t p u b l i c auc t i on i n t h e t o w n o f Pend le ton in M a y last , andn e a r l y
a l l d isposed of.

T have been i n f o r m a l l y adv ised b y the Genera l L a n d Off ice t h a t t h e

proceeds f r o m the sales w i l l agg rega te v e r y much more than t h e ap-

pra ised value, wh i ch was $24,344.95, no t i n c l u d i n g the Goodw in t rac t ,

Mo re than t h a t a m o u n t has a l ready been received on accoun t o f cash
ent r ies o r f i r s t payments , and i t is es t imated t h a t the second and t h i r d

paymen ts w i l l inerease th i s sum by $35,000, sc t h a t the tota l t h a t w i l l
?be rea l ized f rom t h e sales w i l l p robab l y n o t be less than $60,000, A
f e w lots rema in unsold. T h e Moses E. Goodw in c la im re fe r red to i n

t h e second sect ion o f the act was appra ised a t $2.50 per ac re ; area,
2,672.09 acres; va lue, $6,680, T h e funds a r i s i n g f rom t h e sale o f these

lands , a f t e r deduc t i ng the expenses inc iden ta l the re to , are to be p laced

i n t h e T r e a s u r y to t h e c r e d i t o f the I n d i a n s o f t h e U m a t i l l a reserva t ion ,

and bear in te res t a t the ra te o f 5 p e r cent. pe r annum, and t h e Secre
t a r y o f t h e I n t e r i o r is a u t h o r i z e d to e x p e n d so much o f the p r i n c i p a

and accrued in te res t as he m a y see f i t i n the s u p p o r t o f an i n d u s t r i a l
schoo l f o r said I n d i a n s on said reserva t ion .

AGREEMENT WITH CHIEF MOSES.

The agreement wi th Chief Moses and other Indians o f the Columbia
and Colv i l le Reservations, in Washington Terr i tory , entered in to Ja l y

*Act August 5, 1862, Stat. 22, p. 297.
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7, 1883, was ra t i f i ed and conf i rmed by a clause i n t h e I n d i a n a p p r o p r i a -

t i o n ac t f o r the c u r r e n t year , and t h e sum of $85,000 a p p r o p r i a t e d to

e a r r y t h e same in to effect.

A special agent o f t h i s off ice has been i n s t r u c t e d to v i s i t these I n d i a n s
fo r t h e purpose o f f u l f i l l i n g t h e s t i pu l a t i ons o f t h e agreement so f a r as

rendered necessary b y t h e i r comp l iance w i t h i ta cond i t ions . H e i s n o w

w i t h t h e m i n the d i scha rge o f t h a t d u t y .

LOGGING OPERATIONS BY INDIANS AT LA POINTE AGENCY, WISCONSIN.

U n é e r the prov is ions o f the t r e a t y w i t h the C h i p p e w a I n d i a n s o f L a k e

Super io r , Sep tember 30, 1854 (10 Sta tu tes a t La rge , 1109), ove r f ive han-
d r e d I n d i a n s have received pa ten t s f o r 80-acre t rac ts , va r i ous l y l oca ted

on t h e L a c C o u r t d?Oreil les, B a d R ive r , and Red C l i f f reservat ions , a n d

res t r i c t ed aga ins t sale, lease, o r a l i ena t i on w i t h o u t consent o f t h e Pres i -

d e n t o f the U n i t e d States. M o s t o f t h e lands pa ten ted are h e a v i l y

t i m b e r e d w i t h p ine. T h e I n d i a n s be ing desi rous o f t u r n i n g t h e t i m b e r

to accouut , a u t h o r i t y was on the 28th September , 1882, g r a n t e d b y t h e
D e p a r t m e n t f o r a l l such patentees to cu t and sel l t h e t i m b e r f r o m three-

f o u r t h s o f t h e t r a c t pa ten ted , l e a v i u g t h e r e m a i n i n g one- fou r th o f t h e

t i m b e r i n a compac t body, i n t a c t f o r f u t u r e use fo r fue l , fenc ing , &c.
T h e I n d i a u s were n o t p e r m i t t e d to sel l a tumpage, ne i ther were wh i te

erews to b e al lowed on the reserva t ions to do the wo rk , b u t the I n d i a n a

themse lves were to c u t and sel l , de l i ve red on t h e b a n k o f a d r i v i n g

a t ream, lake, o r a t m i l l , as shoa ld be agreed ?upon w i t h t h e purchaser ,
T h e logs were to be scaled by a compe ten t person approved b y the U n i -

t e d States I n d i a n agent , and sca l ing charges were to be pa id equa l l y b y

the par t ies to t h e con t rac t . P a y m e n t was to be made to t h e I n d i a n

owne r f rom t ime to t i m e d u r i n g progress o f the wo rk , as shou ld be
agreed u p o n between the c o n t r a c t i n g par t ies , f ina l p a y m e n t to be m a d e

before remova l o f the logs. T h e I n d i a u s were to be a t l i b e r t y to m a k e
t h e i r own cont rac ts , sub jec t to t h e app rova l o f the U n i t e d Sta tes I n d i a n

agen t a n d the Commiss ioner o f I n d i a n A f fa i r s . B o n d s were r e q u i r e d

f r o m t h e purchasers i n a sum suf f ic ient to i n s u r e t h e f a i t h f u l pe r fo rm-
ance o f t h e cont rac ts .

D u r i n g t h e season o f 1882-83 , f o r t y - t w o cont rac ts , p repared i n ac-

cordance w i t h fo rm app roved by the D e p a r t m e n t N o v e m b e r 1, 1882, wera
made by i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n s h o l d i n g pa ten ts f o r lands on t h e Lac C o u r t

@Orei l les, B a d R ive r , and R e d C l i f f Reserves, v a r i o u s l y c a l l i n g fo r f r o m

30,000 to 900,000 fee t o f p ine, r a n g i n g f r o m $5 to $6.50 per 1,000 feet.

These, w i t h a c c o m p a n y i n g bonds , were s u b m i t t e d by t h e a g e n t a n d ap-

p r o v e d b y th is office. The r e s u l t o f these operat ions was i n t h e m a i n

v e r y sat is fac tory , the I n d i a n s f o r t h e most p a r t c o m i n g o u t cons ide rab ly

ahead o f the i r con t rac ts , -many o f them a t the close o f t h e season b e i n g

in possession o f ca t t le , horses, sleds, househo ld goods, imp lemen ts , and
i n some instances considerable cash balances, i n d e p e n d e n t o f suppl ies

f a r n i s h e d by the con t rac to r .
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D a r i n g the season o f 1 8 8 3 - 8 4 t h e opera t ions were o n a more ex-

t e n d e d seale, e i gh t y -e i gh t cont rac ts , j u s t doub le t h e n u m b e r in the

p r e v i o u s season, h a v i n g been entered i n t o and approved , i ndependen t l y

o f some cases, where , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the v ig i l ance o f t h e agen t , logs

had been p repa red fo r m a r k e t b y the I n d i a n s w i t h o u t the f o r m a l i t y o f
a c o n t r a c t . T h e re tu rns show t h a t d u r i n g t h a t season over 48,000,000

o f fee t o f t i m b e r were cu t aud banked , ready for de l i ve ry by t h e In -

d ians, rep resen t i ng a money va lue o f ove r $250,000, T h e resu l t o f these
opera t ions s h o w i n g t h e net amoun t c leared by t h e I n d i a n owners o f the
logs m a y b e summar ized us fo l lows :

Lac Conrt @Oreilles Reserve:
Cash balances paid to Indians after deducting supplies furaished by cou-

tractora... $82, 466 40

Osen on hand?value 2,585 00
?Horses on band?value. 2,950 00

Camp outfits?vatue . 4,640 00

Leaving (as tho not result of the coutracts nade by 4 Indians)...... 42,641 40

Red Clift Reserve:
Cash balauces paid to Indiane after deducting supplies .. 4,190 18,

Horees, wagons, &e., on hand. 918 00

One house and l o b . . . see seeoee 1,000 00
One house and lot?value not given oe :

(Leaving (as the not rosmit of the contracts made by 5 Indians). 8,108 13

Bad River Reserve: .

Cash balunces paid to Indiaue a f t e r deduct ing supplies ({hie being the net
reault of contracts made by 25 I n d i a n s ) . . . . . . . . . - - - eteseeeees 18,448 52

This , i t w i l l be observed, is i n d e p e n d e n t o f supp l ies w i t h wh i ch t h e
I n d i a n s were fu rn i shed and charged by the con t rac to rs d u r i n g t h e pro-

g r e s s o f the work . T h e f igures above g i ven represen t on ly t h e net ga in

o f t h e I n d i a n s who made t h e cont rac ts , wh i l e , as a m a t t e r o f fact, a l l

t h e ava i lab le ma le a d u l t popu la t i on o f t h e reserves were engaged in t h e

w o r k a n t de r i ved t h e i r p r i n c i p a l means of- s u p p o r t the re f rom. I n h ia

r e p o r t accompany ing these s ta t i s t ies , t h e agen t remarks t h a t t h e log-
g i n g operat ions have genera l l y been sa t i s fac to ry to h i m , and he be-

l ieves p ro f i t ab l e to the Ind ians , bo th pecun ia r i l y and as 3 m a t t e r o f

educat ion, and a l t h o u g h he considers t h a t to sell t h e s tumpage d i r e c t l y

to buyers w i t h a u t h o r i t y t o p u t i n t h e pine w i t h w h i t e c rews w o u l d

real ize more money f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n owners , he s t i l l deems t h e

presen t method , w i t h some modi f i ca t ions , t h e best. B y se l l i ng t h e
s tampage , t h e I n d i a n owners w o u l d g e t t h e i r money w i t h o u t l a b o r ;

the rema iuder o f the I n d i a n s w o u l d be l e f t i d l e ; i n a s h o r t t ime the

t i m b e r w o u l d be c u t o f f and the Ind ians n o t h a v i n g acqu i red the h a b i t

o f labor , and n a t u r a l l y i m p r o v i d e n t , w i t h money easi ly a q u i r e d , w o u l d
be poorer and more d e p e n d e n t t han ever. O w i n g to the w a n t o f

know ledge o f l o g g i n g opera t ions , c a r i n g for and h a n d l i n g teams, & . ,
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by the Indians, the agent was at an early stage of the proceedings au-
thorized to al low the employment o f whi te foremen, cooks, and team-
asters to a l imi ted extent in the lumber camps. He th inks the Indians

have now had sufficient experience to dispense ent i re ly wi th whi te Ia-
bor, and recommends t h a t hereafter whi te labor o f any k ind be dis-

pensed wi th , except al lowing a white contractor tn employ a man at
his own expense to see tha t the work is properly done according to
contract, I have been induced to treat this subject a t cousiderable
length ou account o f the experimental character o f the work. I t has

so far proved to be an experiment in the r igh t direction, aud I there-
fore th ink the benefit der ived by the Indians peeuniari ly and as a mat-

ter o f practical education should appear on record, as some auswer t o
the argnment tha t the Indian wi l l not work.

I have the honor to be, s i r ,

Very respectful ly, you r obedient servant,
H. PR ICE ,

Commixsioner,

The Hon, SECRETARY OF THE INTERION. .




