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Dear Ms. Lewis: 
 

The Department of Defense (“DoD”), Office of Information Counsel, is providing a 
third response to your January 11, 2021 Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request to DoD. 
You requested, in part,  

 
1) All communications (including emails, email attachments, complete email chains, 

text messages (or messages on similar applications such as Signal or WhatsApp) and calendar 
invitations) sent or received by the officials listed below regarding events at the U.S. Capitol, 
U.S. National Mall, or surrounding grounds in Washington D.C. on January 6, 2021, including 
but not limited to the potential or actual deployment of law enforcement officers and/or 
National Guard troops, requests for assistance from members of Congress or Congressional 
staff, protests or armed activity at the Capitol, President Trump’s rally, or concerns about 
security; 

  
2) All orders, directives, protocols, or guidance prepared, written, approved, or signed 

by the officials listed below, regarding events at the U.S. Capitol, U.S. National Mall, or 
surrounding grounds in Washington D.C. on January 6, 2021, including but not limited to the 
potential or actual deployment of law enforcement officers and/or National Guard troops, 
requests for assistance from members of Congress or Congressional staff, protests or armed 
activity at the Capitol, President Trump’s rally, or concerns about security. 

 
Specified officials: 
a. Chris Miller, Acting Secretary of Defense 
b. Kash Patel, Chief of Staff to the Acting Secretary of Defense 
c. Douglas Macgregor, Senior Advisor to the Acting Secretary of Defense 
d. David Norquist, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
e. Gen. Mark A. Milley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
f. Gen. John Hyten, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
g. Anthony Tata, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
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h. Paul Ney Jr., General Counsel 
i. Anyone serving as White House Liaison, including but not limited to Joshua 

Whitehouse.  
 
The time period you requested was from December 31, 2020 to January 7, 2021.  
 
  One hundred forty-eight pages are enclosed, of which six pages are released in full.  The 
remaining pages contain information has been withheld from release under 5 U.S.C. § 552 
(b)(5), which pertains to certain inter- or intra-agency communications protected by the 
deliberative process and/or attorney-client or attorney work product privileges; (b)(6), which 
allows for withholding information that if disclosed, would result in a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of the personal privacy of individuals; and (b)(7)(E), which allows for withholding 
information that if disclosed, would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations 
or prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the 
law. 
 

Additional monthly productions will be made if we identify additional remaining 
responsive documents in the possession of DoD.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Bradley Craigmyle at 202-616-8101 or 
Bradley.t.craigmyle@usdoj.gov. 
 
 Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Stuart Sparker 
Associate Deputy General Counsel 

Enclosure:  As stated 
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