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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION DIVISION 

1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155 

Ref: 20-F-0996 
  

           April 23, 2020 
Professor Harold Hongju Koh 
Peter Gruber Rule of Law Clinic, Yale Law School 
P.O. Box 209090 
New Haven, CT 06520-9090 
 
Dear Professor Koh: 
 
 This is an interim response to your April 21, 2020 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request, a copy of which is enclosed for your convenience.  We received your request on  
April 22, 2020, and assigned it case number 20-F-0996.  We ask that you use this number when 
referring to your request. 
 
 Although we have already begun processing your request, we will not be able to respond 
within the FOIA's 20-day statutory time period as there are unusual circumstances which impact 
our ability to quickly process your request.  The FOIA defines unusual circumstances as (a) the 
need to search for and collect records from a facility geographically separated from this office; 
(b) the potential volume of records responsive to your request; and (c) the need for consultation 
with one or more other agencies or DoD components having a substantial interest in either the 
determination or the subject matter of the records.  At least one, if not more of these scenarios 
applies or would likely apply to your request.   While this office handles FOIA requests for the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD), the Joint Staff (JS) and other component offices, we 
do not actually hold their records and our office is not geographically located with these 
organizations.  As we do not hold the records, until the required records searches are complete, 
we are unable to estimate the potential volume of records or the number of consultations that will 
be required to make a release determination.  
 

Expedited processing may be granted when the requester demonstrates a compelling need 
for the information and shows that the information has a particular value that would be lost if not 
processed on an expedited basis.  A key word here is "demonstrates."  Therefore, it is incumbent 
upon you to demonstrate that the requested records will serve an urgency purpose and that they 
will also be meaningful in the sense that they will provide a greater understanding of actual or 
alleged federal government activity on the part of the public-at-large than that which existed 
before such information was disseminated.  Consequently, it must be clearly demonstrated that 
such information has a particular value that will be lost if not disseminated quickly.  After 
carefully considering your request, this office finds that you have not clearly demonstrated how 
the information will lose its value if not processed on an expedited basis.  For this reason, your 
request for expedited processing is denied. 
 

In your FOIA request, you ask for "a fee waiver."  Decisions to waive or reduce fees are 
made on a case-by-case basis and we will make a determination concerning your fee waiver 
request at the conclusion of the search and assessment of responsive records, should they exist. 
However, please know that this office will only assess fees if we provide the final response to 
your FOIA request within the statutory time allotted by the FOIA or the responsive records total 
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more than 5,000 pages, even after a good faith effort on our part to limit the scope of your 
request. 
 

Your request has been placed in our complex processing queue and is being worked 
based on the order in which the request was received.  Our current administrative workload is 
approximately 3,290 open requests.   

 
In some instances, we have found that requesters who narrow the scope of their requests 

experience a reduction in the time needed to process their requests.  
 

 The OSD/JS FOIA Public Liaison, Melissa Walker, is available at 571-372-0462 or by 
email at OSD.FOIALiaison@mail.mil to answer any concerns about the foregoing.   
 
 Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) 
at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation 
services they offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as follows:  
 

Office of Government Information Services 
        National Archives and Records Administration 
       8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
        College Park, MD 20740 
        E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
       Telephone: 202-741-5770 
        Fax: 202-741-5769 
        Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
 
We regret the delay in responding to your request and appreciate your patience.  If you 

have any questions or concerns about the foregoing or about the processing of your request, 
please do not hesitate to contact Daniel Mullin at daniel.r.mullin3.civ@mail.mil or  
571-372-0465.  
  
                 Sincerely, 
 
           
 
 
   Stephanie L. Carr 
 Chief  
  
Enclosure: 
As stated 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 

1600 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1600 

Professor Harold Hongju Koh 
Peter Gruber Rule of Law Clinic, Yale Law School 
P.O. Box 209090 
New Haven, CT 06520-9090 

Through Counsel 

Nov. 23, 2020 

Dear Professor Koh: 

20-L-0996 
20-cv-8349 

This is an interim response to your April 21, 2020 Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") 
request, which was assigned case number 20-F-0996. Please find the data responsive to item 1 of your 
request, "records sufficient to show the number of military and DoD Appropriated Fund civilian 
personnel permanently assigned to Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria for the period December 2017 to the 
most recent available quarter and broken down quarterly." 

Appellate rights are moot as the request is currently in litigation. If you have any 
questions, please contact Ilan Stein at 212-637-2525 or ilan.stein@usdoj .gov. 

Enclosure: 
As Stated 

Sincerely, 

~~ - - .__~._ _===::::> _ _; 

Mark Herrington 
Associate Deputy General Counsel 
(Litigation Counsel) 

0 
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DoD Active Duty, Guard/Reserve and Civilians by Unit Country and Quarter (Dec. 2017 ‐ Sep. 2020)

AFGHANISTAN September 2020 0 3 120 2 125 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 46 0 0 0 0 46 171
AFGHANISTAN June 2020 0 1 138 3 142 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 50 192
AFGHANISTAN March 2020 0 1 409 2 412 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 57 0 0 0 0 57 469
AFGHANISTAN December 2019 0 2 471 2 475 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 0 0 0 0 48 523
AFGHANISTAN September 2019 0 2 331 3 336 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 59 0 0 0 0 59 395
AFGHANISTAN June 2019 0 2 453 3 458 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 59 0 0 0 0 59 517
AFGHANISTAN March 2019 0 2 391 3 396 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 65 0 0 0 0 65 461
AFGHANISTAN December 2018 0 2 444 3 449 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 67 0 0 0 0 67 516
AFGHANISTAN September 2018 0 2 375 3 380 0 0 142 0 0 0 142 67 0 0 0 1 68 590
AFGHANISTAN June 2018 0 2 398 4 404 0 0 130 0 0 0 130 61 0 0 1 2 64 598
AFGHANISTAN March 2018 14 2 420 3 439 0 0 137 0 0 0 137 55 0 0 1 2 58 634
AFGHANISTAN December 2017 15 2 241 3 261 0 0 133 0 0 0 133 68 0 0 1 2 71 465

IRAQ September 2020 5 1 313 2 321 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 6 327
IRAQ June 2020 5 1 335 1 342 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 7 349
IRAQ March 2020 4 1 664 1 670 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 7 677
IRAQ December 2019 3 1 683 2 689 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 697
IRAQ September 2019 25 0 572 2 599 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 603
IRAQ June 2019 17 0 678 2 697 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 702
IRAQ March 2019 16 0 558 2 576 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 581
IRAQ December 2018 19 1 516 1 537 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 6 543
IRAQ September 2018 19 1 499 2 521 0 0 24 0 0 0 24 5 0 0 0 0 5 550
IRAQ June 2018 20 1 626 2 649 0 0 28 0 0 0 28 4 0 0 0 0 4 681
IRAQ March 2018 17 1 491 2 511 0 0 32 0 0 0 32 4 0 0 0 0 4 547
IRAQ December 2017 21 0 741 4 766 0 0 28 0 0 0 28 5 0 0 0 0 5 799
SYRIA September 2020 1 0 51 0 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 52
SYRIA June 2020 1 0 90 0 91 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 91
SYRIA March 2020 1 0 36 0 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37
SYRIA December 2019 1 0 37 0 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38
SYRIA September 2019 1 0 106 0 107 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 107
SYRIA June 2019 1 0 85 0 86 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 86
SYRIA March 2019 0 0 282 0 282 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 282
SYRIA December 2018 0 0 238 0 238 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 238
SYRIA September 2018 0 0 190 0 190 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 190
SYRIA June 2018 0 0 188 0 188 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 188
SYRIA March 2018 0 0 143 0 143 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 143
SYRIA December 2017 0 0 114 0 114 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 114
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TREY GOWDY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable James Mattis 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Mattis: 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS 

<!Congress of tbe Wntteb �tates 
J!,ou.se of �epre.sentatibe.s 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

MAJORITY (202) 225-5074 
MINOR!TV (202) 225-5051 

htlp://overs.ght.house.gov 

May 10, 2018 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

As members of the Subcommittee on National Security, we are writing to express our 
strong objection to the Trump Administration's most recent decision to redact U.S. troop 
numbers for Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan from the Defense Department's quarterly public repo1is 
on U.S. personnel strength. This data was publicly available to Congress and the American 
people throughout the Bush and Obama Administrations and should continue to be so under the 
Trump Administration, as it has facilitated the development of policies and measures designed to 
maximize the protection of U.S. Forces deployed overseas. In the interest of continued force 
protection, transparency, and accountability relating to our military presence in key combat 
zones, we respectfully request that you immediately reverse this policy. 

According to press accounts, the Defense Manpower Data Center "stripped" total U.S. 
troop numbers for Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan from its quarterly report in December on the 
number of active duty, reserve, National Guard, and civilian personnel assigned in the U.S. and 

overseas. In place of this data, the Defense Depa1iment left "blank spaces where Iraq, Syria, and 
Afghanistan figures used to be" and inserted a proviso indicating that, "with ongoing operations, 
any questions concerning DoD personnel sh·ength numbers are defe1Ted to OSD Public 
Affairs/Joint Chiefs of Staff." The Department also reportedly redacted personnel numbers for 
Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan from last September's report. Moreover, it is our understanding that 

the Defense Department has instructed the Defense Manpower Data Center to count personnel 
going forward based on their pennanently assigned unit locations. As a result, thousands of 
overseas personnel will be reported as stationed in the U.S. when they are actually deployed 
overseas. 1

This data has been publicly available for more than a decade and provides Congress and 
the American people with c1itical infonnation pertaining to Operation Enduring Freedom, 

1 Pentagon Strips Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria Troop Numbersfi·om the Web, Military Times (Apr. 9, 2018)
( online at www. mili tarytimes. com/news/ your-mili tary/2 0 18/04/09 I dod-strips-iraq-afghanis tan-syria-troop-numbers­
fro m-web). 
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(b) (1) (A), (b) (1) (D)

(b) (1) (A), (b) (1) (D)
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