
U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

March 2, 2020 

MR. JASON LEOPOLD 
BUZZFEED NEWS 
7TH FLOOR 
1630 CONNECTICUT AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20009 

FOIPA Request No.: 1432673-000 
Civil Action No.: 19-cv-01278 
Subject: All 302’s of individuals who were 
questioned/interviewed by FBI Agents working for the 
Office of Special Counsel Robert Mueller 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a.  Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the 
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure.  The appropriate exemptions are noted on the 
processed pages next to redacted information.  In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate 
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions.  An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to 
further explain justification for withheld information. 

Section 552 Section 552a 
(b)(1) (b)(7)(A) (d)(5)

(b)(2) (b)(7)(B) (j)(2)

(b)(3) (b)(7)(C) (k)(1)

Federal Rules of (b)(7)(D) (k)(2)

Criminal Procedure 6(e) (b)(7)(E) (k)(3)

50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1) (b)(7)(F) (k)(4)

(b)(4) (b)(8) (k)(5)

(b)(5) (b)(9) (k)(6)

(b)(6) (k)(7)

800 pages were reviewed and 545 pages are being released. 

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other 
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].  

 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 
 We are consulting with another agency.  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 

when the consultation is completed. 

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals.  “Part 3” includes general 
information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.   



Although your request is in litigation, we are required by law to provide you the following information: 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."  Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National 
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, 
you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute 
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Attorney representing the Government in this 
matter.  Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all correspondence or inquiries 
concerning your request. 

 See additional information which follows. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosures 
Additional Information: 

In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of 
Bates Stamped documents, FBI (19-cv-1278)-2164 through FBI (19-cv-1278)-2963. The enclosed documents 
represent the sixth interim release of information responsive to your request. To minimize costs to both you and the 
FBI, duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 

Revisions were made to withholdings in documents previously released to you. Enclosed is an updated copy 
of Bates Stamped document FBI (19-cv-1278)-1332, 1356-1357, 1359-1361, 1367, 1369-1370, and 1378. 

You were previously advised we were consulting with another agency concerning information related to your 
litigation.  A portion of that information has been returned to the FBI and is enclosed in the following Bates Stamped 
documents FBI (19-cv-1278)-154-155, 157-158, 210, 212, 216-217, 1053-1085, 1216-1226, and 1326-1328.



FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
includes information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all 
requests.  Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals.  Part 3 includes 
general information about FBI records.  For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under 
“Contact Us.”  Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)].  FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the
www.fbi.gov/foia website.

(ii) National Security/Intelligence Records.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and PA exemption (j)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1)].  The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

(ii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information: 

(i) Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A reasonable search
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by
the FBI in the course of fulfilling law enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices
(Legats) worldwide and includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records.  For additional information about our record
searches visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets.  These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

(iv) The National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private
citizens cannot request a name check.



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2164 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2165 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2166 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2167 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2168 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2169 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2170 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2171 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2172 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2173 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2174 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2175 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2176 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2177 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2178 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2179 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2180 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2181 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2182 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2183 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2184 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2185 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2186 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2187 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2188 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2189 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2190 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2191 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

PDF Title: 19-cv-1278 Release 6 Bates 2164-2963

Total Withheld Pages = 255

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOI/PA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Civil Action No.: 19-cv-1278 / 19-cv-1626

FOIA: 1432673-000 / 1433273-000



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2192 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2193 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2194 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2195 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2196 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2197 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2236 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2237 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2238 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2239 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2240 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2241 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2242 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2243 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2244 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2245 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2246 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2247 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2248 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2249 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2250 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2251 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2252 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2253 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2303 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2304 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2305 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2306 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2307 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2308 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2309 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2310 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2311 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2312 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2313 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2314 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2315 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2316 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2317 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2318 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2319 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2320 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2321 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2342 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2343 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2344 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2345 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2346 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2347 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2348 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2349 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2350 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2351 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2352 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2353 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2354 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2355 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2356 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2357 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2358 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2359 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2360 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2361 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2362 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2363 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2364 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2495 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2496 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2497 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2498 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2499 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2500 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2501 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2502 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2506 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2507 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2508 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2509 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2510 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2511 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2512 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2513 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2514 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2515 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2516 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2517 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2569 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2570 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2571 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2572 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2573 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2574 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2575 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2576 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2577 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2578 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2579 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2580 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2581 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2582 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2583 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2584 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2585 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2674 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2675 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2676 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2677 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2678 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2679 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2680 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2681 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2682 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2695 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2696 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2697 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2698 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2699 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2700 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2701 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2702 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2703 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2704 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2705 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2706 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2707 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2708 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2709 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2710 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2711 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2742 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2743 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2744 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2745 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2746 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2747 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2748 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2749 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2750 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2751 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2752 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2753 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2754 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2755 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2756 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2757 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2758 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2759 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2760 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2761 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2762 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2763 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2764 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2765 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2766 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2767 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2768 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2769 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2770 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2771 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2772 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2773 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2774 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2775 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2776 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2777 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2778 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2779 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2780 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2781 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2782 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2783 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2784 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2785 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2786 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2787 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2788 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2792 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2801 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2802 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2803 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2804 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2805 Referral/Consult

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X   Deleted Page(s) X
X   No Duplication Fee    X
X   For this Page X
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Bates Page
Reference

Reason for Withholding
(i.e., exemptions with coded rationale, 

duplicate, sealed by order of court, etc.)

FBI(19cv1278) 2806 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2807 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2808 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2809 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2810 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2830 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2831 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2832 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2833 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2834 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2835 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2836 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2837 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2838 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2839 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2840 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2841 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2842 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2843 Referral/Consult
FBI(19cv1278) 2845 b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
FBI(19cv1278) 2846 b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
FBI(19cv1278) 2847 b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
FBI(19cv1278) 2848 b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of entry 02/26/2018 

RICHARD BURT, former United States (U.S.) Ambassador and current Board 
of Directors member of CENTER FOR THE NATIONAL INTEREST (CNI), was 
interviewed pursuant to a proffer agreement at Patriots Plaza I, 395 E 
Street SW, Washington, DC 20546 by Special Agent (SA) SA 

Intelligence Analyst ( IA) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _. and 
Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron Zelinsky. Accompanying BURT were 
CNI's 

.__ _____________________ _. After being advised of the identities
of the interviewing officials and after reviewing the proffer agreement, 
in the presence of his attorneys, BURT executed the proffer agreement, 

b7E 

b6 
b7C 

whereupon he provided the following information: b5 per DOJ/OIP 

b3 
b6 
b7C 

b5 per DOJ/OIP 

Investigationon 02/09/2018 at Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

File# ..,,1 = = = = = = = = = = " ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - D a t e drafted 02/12/2018

by 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
b7E 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. FBI( 19cvl 278)-2198 
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b7E 

bS per DOJ/OIP 

BURT helped ALFA establish ------------------------------
contacts with Western businesses in order to assist in ALFA's expansion 
outside of Russia. I 

I I b6 
b7C 

bS per DOJ/OIP 

bS per 

I 
I 

I I 
I

I I I 

!After the Board meeting concluded, BURT had a
..._ _______________ _. 
conversation with AVEN. AVEN told BURT that he (AVEN) had been talking to 
someone in the Russian government who had expressed an interest in 
establishing a communications channel between the Kremlin and the DONALD 

'T'RUMP t:rrJnsit:ion t:PrJmJI 

b6 
b7A 
b7C 

DOJ/OIP 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
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bS per DOJ/OIP 

BURT recalled SIMES had some sort of relationship ---------------
with JARED KUSHNER. BURT subsequently called SIMES. BURT asked SIMES if he 
could help facilitate the establishment of a communications channel 
between the Russian government and the TRUMP team. 

SIMES told BURT he did not want to do what BURT was asking. -------

1 

SIMES said now was not a good time to do something like that given the 
media attention surrounding Russian influence in the 2016 U.S. 
Presidential elections. Additionally, SIMES, on BURT's behalf, was 
lobbying the TRUMP transition team for BURT to be the next U.S. Ambassador 
to Moscow. I I 
L---------.....l:===============::::::I 

bS per DOJ/OIP 

BURT made up the "trusted
third party" referenced in the opening line of the email. No trusted third 
party existed. The "very influential person" was SIMES -I I 

communications channel between the Russian government and the TRUMP team. 
It was BURT's idea to call it "Project A." BURT was cognizant of the 
sensitivities regarding what AVEN was requesting, so BURT did not want to 

b3 
b6 
b7A 
b7C 

directly refer to it in an email.I bS per DOJ/OIP 

I
that there "is an interest and an understanding for the need to establish 
such a channel." In this email, BURT was not communicating to AVEN the 
view of the TRUMP team - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  BURT 
noted that he added some hype to this particular sentence to make it sound 
like there was more interest from the TRUMP team in establishing a 
communications channel with the Russian government than was actually true. 

I 

I ·r-
BURT did not recall 

discussing the topic with SIMES again. 

DOJ/OIP 
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The conversation BURT had with AVEN in Luxembourg, and AVEN's request 
to see if BURT could help establish a communications channel between the 
Russian government and the TRUMP team, were unusual. It was not in the 
normal realm of BURT's dealings with AVEN. 
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bS per DOJ/OIP 
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SIMEb5 per DOJ/OIP 

t0I IBPnr•s speesdJ   
called BURT and told BPBT that CNJ bad t;e opportqnjtv to provide I ..__I _____ _____. 

i DPJlt 
b6 
b7A 
b7C 

BURT, SIMES, and SAUNDERS quickly went through a set of bullet points to 
provide to the TRUMP campaign for TRUMP's foreign policy speech. 

bS per DOJ/OIP 

bS per DOJ/OIP 
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In the summer of 2016, BURT attended two dinner meetings with SESSIONS 
and several other individuals. BURT believed the dinner meetings occurred 

b6 
b7A 
b7C 

between June and August 2016.I b5 per DOJ/OIP 

I I 

I I b 6  
b7A 
b7C 

I the TRUMP.__-------,-----------,----,----------,-----------' 
campaign might benefit by listening to experienced Republican foreign 
policy experts -1 

. - - - - - . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b 5  per DOJ/OIP 
I I 

b3 

b5 per DOJ/OIP.--------,----------- - - ------ ..,.....- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --,,-.-----,-- ,-,-- - - --' 
the first dinner 

11 lwhile 
his discussions on NATO and U.S./European relations. I 

I 

BURT 
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I 

I 
CLOVIS did not know who JOSEPH MIFSUD was. 

LEWANDOWSKI and GLASSNER introduced CLOVIS to PAGE at TRUMP Tower one day, 
telling CLOVIS "This is CARTER PAGE. You need to meet him." PAGE had an 
interesting background, including time in the Navy, experience in energy 
policy and Russian business. They were rushed into putting a foreign 
policy team together. CLOVIS thought PAGE was pretty harmless but also 
didn't provide much value. CLOVIS said he never talked to PAGE about 
meetings with Russia and doesn't remember PAGE ever bringing up Russia. 

I 
CLOVIS explained that he had made it clear that the team didn't represent 
the campaign on anything. PAGE did a reasonable job but PAPADOPOULOS 
couldn't stop. PAPADOPOULOS was traveling all over, including Greece and 
Israel. 

CLOVIS stated that he hates Russia. CLOVIS described the foreign policy 
team as "herding cats". PAGE was in Russia and PAPADOPOULOS couldn't keep 
his mouth shut. CLOVIS has not talked to anyone else about the Russia 
investigation. 

CLOVIS didn't recall anyone other than PAPADOPOULOS encouraging meetings 
with Russia. CLOVIS thinks this was self-serving. CLOVIS never saw 
anyone else encouraging the meetings. CLOVIS said LEWANDOWSKI never would 
have engaged on that. LEWANDOWSKI listened to CLOVIS. CLOVIS does not 
recall PAPADOPOULOS ever telling him derogatory information about CLINTON. 
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Campaign. Manafort and Trump met privately in Florida around 
Easter. Manafort then met with Corey Lewandowski and Hope Hicks in 
Florida. 

Roger Stone thought it was a good idea for Manafort to join Trump's 
Campaign.  I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.I Barrack told 
Manafort thatl Stone might have called 
Trump about Manafort. 

Manafort was hired as Campaign Chairperson, while Lewandowski remained 
as Campaign Manager. Manafort did not take a salary because he would then 
"work" for Trump and Trump would boss him around. Manafort understood 
that his role would focus on delegates at the convention. Neither Trump 
nor his staff had understood that Trump did not win the delegates simply 
by getting the most votes in a state. Trump was winning on the issues 
with no infrastructure for his Campaign. Manafort ended up having to put 
together the structure and staff to win future primaries. Manafort's 
initial core team included Rick Gates, staff secretary; Tony Fabrizio,
pollster; ! ! political advisor; I I communications
director; Rick Dearborn, liasion to Congress, RNC and think tanks; and 

Brad Parscale. Manafort later used Stephen Miller to write policy 
speeches. Michael Caputo came in the second wave of hiring and dealt 
communications. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Manafort brought on_l _ _
_ _ _ _  !to run Trump's Pennsylvania campaign. Lewandowski fought some 

with 

of
the people that Manafort wanted to hire including communications directors 
and state managers. Manafort did not get involved with the Campaign's 
finances. 

Manafort started Family Meetings as a way for Trump's children to help 
with the Campaign. The children wanted to help and Manafort appreciated 
their efforts. The Family Meetings were each Monday. Eric, Donald Trump, 
Jr., Ivanka, Jared Kushner, Hicks, Lewandowski, Gates and Manafort 
typically attended the Family Meetings. Among the children, Kushner took 
the lead on policy issues. Kushner was also interested in the digital 
part of the Campaign. To some extent, Kushner took over working with 
Parscale. The other family members spent more time running the Trump 
business. Trump wanted Manafort to travel to the campaign events. Trump 
traveled almost every day. Manafort did not have time to 
travel. Manafort spent most days in New York, while sometimes taking day 
trips to Washington, D.C. 

Manafort tolerated fights with Lewandowski but Manafort could not 
tolerate when Lewandowski started leaking inaccurate information that hurt 
the campaign. Manafort told Trump that Lewandowski was undercutting 
Manafort's efforts and Trump needed to choose between them. Trump was 
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