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[Majonity Exhibit No. 5

was marked fon identification. l

THE CHAIRMAN: Mn. Vought has neithen pnesented a valid

constitutional neason to defy a duly authonized subpoena, nor have the

committees neceived a count onden nelieving him of his obligation to

appean today.

Despite his Iegal obligations to appean, Mn. Vought is not pnesent

hene today and has therefone defied a duly authonized congnessional

subpoena. The committees may thenefone considen Mn. Vought's defiance

of a subpoena as evidence in a futune contempt proceeding.

The subpoena nemains in full fonce.

The committees nesenve aII of thein nights, including the night

to naise this matten at a future Intelligence Committee pnoceeding at

the discnetion of the chain of the committee.

This effont by the Pnesident to attempt to block Mn. Vought fnom

appeaning can only be intenpneted as a funthen effont by the President

and the White House to obstnuct the impeachment inquiny and Congress's

lawfu1 and constitutional functions.

Moneoven, the obstnuction does not exist in a vacuum. Qven the

past sevenal weeks, we have gathened extensive evidence of the

Pnesident's abuse of powen nelated to pnessuning Uknaine to initiate

investigations that would benefit the Pnesident pensonally and

politically and sacnifice the national intenest in attempting to do

so

Some of that evidence has revealed that Mr. Vought was a
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pencipient witness to the Pnesident's misconduct, including Pnesident

Tnump's decision to place a hold on Uknaine secunity assistance and

concenns about the legality of the ho1d.

We can only infen, thenefore, that the White House's effont to

block Mn. Vought fnom testifying is to pnevent the committees fnom

leanning additional evidence of Presidential misconduct and that Mn.

Vought's testimony would connobonate and confinm othen witnesses'

accounts of such misconduct, including Mr. Mulvaney's admission fnom

the White House Briefing Room that the Uknaine military aid was frozen

by the Pnesident in onden to pnessune Uknaine into initiating

investigations into the Bidens and the 2016 election.

At this point, I will yield to Ranking Memben Nunes on, in his

absence, any othen Republican Member on to minonity counsel.

MR. CASTOR: Nothing to add. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: That concludes the deposition pnoceeding

involving Russell Vought, and we will now necess and shontly nesume

the deposition of Ambassador Hale.

[Wheneupon, at L2:28 p.m., the depositions wene concluded.]
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