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[Majority Exhibit No. 5
was marked for identification.]

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Vought has neither presented a valid
constitutional reason to defy a duly authorized subpoena, nor have the
committees received a court order relieving him of his obligation to
appear today.

Despite his legal obligations to appear, Mr. Vought is not present
here today and has therefore defied a duly authorized congressional
subpoena. The committees may therefore consider Mr. Vought's defiance
of a subpoena as evidence in a future contempt proceeding.

The subpoena remains in full force.

The committees reserve all of their rights, including the right
to raise this matter at a future Intelligence Committee proceeding at
the discretion of the chair of the committee.

This effort by the President to attempt to block Mr. Vought from
appearing can only be interpreted as a further effort by the President
and the White House to obstruct the impeachment inquiry and Congress's
lawful and constitutional functions.

Moreover, the obstruction does not exist in a vacuum. Over the
past several weeks, we have gathéred extensive evidence of the
President's abuse of power related to pressuring Ukraine to initiate
investigations that would benefit the President personally and
politically and sacrifice the national interest in attempting to do
So.

Some of that evidence has revealed that Mr. Vought was a
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percipient witness to the President's misconduct, including President
Trump's decision to place a hold on Ukraine security assistance and
concerns about the legality of the hold.

We can only infer, therefore, that the White House's effort to
block Mr. Vought from testifying is to prevent the committees from
learning additional evidence of Presidential misconduct and that Mr.
Vought's testimony would corroborate and confirm other witnesses'
accounts of such misconduct, including Mr. Mulvaney's admission from
the White House Briefing Room that the Ukraine military aid was frozen
by the President in order to pressure Ukraine into initiating
investigations into the Bidens and the 2016 election.

At this point, I will yield to Ranking Member Nunes or, in his
absence, any other Republican Member or to minority counsel.

MR. CASTOR: Nothing to add. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: That concludes the deposition proceeding
involving Russell Vought, and we will now recess and shortly resume
the deposition of Ambassador Hale.

[Whereupon, at 12:28 p.m., the depositions were concluded. ]
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