HOME NEWS

Press Releases SHARE

Chairman Schiff Response to Special Counsel Mueller's
Statements on Conclusion of Investigation

Washington, May 29, 2019

LOS ANGELES, CA - Today, Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), the Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence,
released the following statement:

“First and foremost, | want to thank Robert Mueller for his lifetime of public service, not just as Special Counsel, but
also as a Marine, at the Department of Justice, and as FBI Director. Only someone of his caliber and integrity could
have conducted an investigation of this importance in such a fair and impartial way.

“Mueller confirmed today that Russia engaged in multiple systematic efforts to interfere in the 2016 election and the
U.S. political system, and underscored that this ‘deserves the attention of every American.’ These facts are
indisputable, spelled out in great detail in his report, and lay bare the sinister and sophisticated nature of Russia’s
attack.

“Despite the president’s ‘no collusion’ mantra, Mueller in fact found countless contacts between Russian officials and
agents, and Trump campaign associates. These communications and actions were deeply compromising, and raise
serious counterintelligence concerns that the Committee must follow. Perhaps most damning of all, Mueller found
that Trump and his campaign sought to benefit from a hostile foreign intelligence operation. The Special Counsel
determined that there was insufficient evidence to charge a broader conspiracy, but this should not inure us to how
unethical and corrupt these actions were and how they undermined our national security.

“Finally, in a direct rebuke of Attorney General William Barr—who deliberately and repeatedly misled the American
people—Mueller today confirmed that he was unable to consider criminal charges of obstruction of justice against
the President specifically because of Department of Justice policy prohibiting the indictment of a sitting president.
Mueller reiterated that ‘if we had confidence that the president clearly did not commit a crime, we would have said
so.” Instead, he made clear that, because of the Department’s own policy, it is left it to Congress—not the Attorney
General—to evaluate and further investigate the president’s misconduct.

“We look forward to Mueller’'s testimony before Congress. While | understand his reluctance to answer hypotheticals
or deviate from the carefully worded conclusions he drew on his charging decisions, there are, nevertheless, a great
many questions he can answer that go beyond the report, including any counterintelligence issues and classified
matters that were not addressed in his findings.

“The Congress has a constitutional duty to hold the president accountable and ensure that our democratic system is
not influenced or attacked by foreign adversaries. We will continue to do both because no one is above the law,
not even the President of the United States.”

###


https://intelligence.house.gov/
https://intelligence.house.gov/news
http://republicans-intelligence.house.gov/
https://intelligence.house.gov/privacy
https://intelligence.house.gov/

CONTACT

Capitol Visitor Center HVC-304 Majority Staff Minority Staff
US Capitol Building Office: (202) 225-7690 (202) 225-4121
Washington, DC 20515-6415 Fax: (202) 226-5068 (202) 225-1991


tel:2022257690
tel:2022265068
tel:2022254121
tel:2022251991

