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WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-VA), Vice Chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, issued the following statement after
Reddit announced that it had taken action against nearly a thousand accounts
that were controlled by the Russia-based Internet Research Agency (IRA):

“l welcome Reddit’s announcement, nearly a year and a half after
election day, that it has taken action to investigate and suspend
hundreds of Russian-backed accounts responsible for interfering in the
U.S. political system.

“While | recognize that Reddit is fairly distinct among social media
platforms in that its users are largely responsible for moderating
content, | also believe that all the platform companies have a
responsibility to do everything in their power to prevent foreign
adversaries like Russia from interfering in our elections. As the 2018
elections approach, | will continue pressing the nation’s intelligence
leaders and social media companies to be far more aggressive and
proactive in responding to this threat.

“It’s clear that the Kremlin will use any means at its disposal to spread
propaganda and misinformation, and we each bear some responsibility
for exercising good judgment and a healthy amount of skepticism when
it comes to the things we read and spread on social media.”
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